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Intro 
 Revival is bringing life back into something that’s sick or 
even dead. It’s not something we can create. It’s something you 
can feel. It’s like the difference between polluted water and fresh 
water. You can taste it. If we could create it we would, but it’s 
more like the discovery of a hidden secret; the experience of 
God’s love and grace. I know what it is to have lost something, 
and when I came to Praise Chapel I had lost revival. What I 
found there (not in every pastor or church but in some) was the 
wonderful reality of revival.   
 Most the church is settling for programs and property as 
they hope for revival but set their hopes on the practical and 
what they can do. Mike and Donna were contending for 
something in their ministry that only God could do. For much of 
their ministry they saw God move, but it left when they left. They 
traveled from church to church seeing the left-over’s of an old 
revival. For the first year in Maywood things were often dry and 
they almost lost hope. Then God showed up.  

The goal wasn’t a structure or a denomination but simply 
from day to day to see and feel the presence of God. Much of 
what’s going on in American churches is more like a carnival or a 
program than revival. Good music and a great building with 
entertaining preachers can make life better, but there is little real 
change or fire. Revival works in crummy buildings with crummy 
people and impossible circumstances. 

It’s something that we often carry from place to place in 
our hearts and wonder if it’s going to ever take root in the people 
around us. It’s faith in the goodness of God and in seeing 
something that others can’t see. It’s the force that created the 
world and still holds it together and it’s in the heart of every 
believer, and the promise to us as Christians. 
 In the story isn’t so much principles but hope for the 
tangible presence of God and his touch to break out in our midst 
so like the prophet we can say,  “A I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple.” 
(Isa 6:1 KJVR) The Neville’s simply saw the Lord.
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____ 

Small Beginnings 
 

"Before I shaped you in the womb, I knew all about 
you. Before you saw the light of day, I had holy plans 
for you: A prophet to the nations-- that's what I had in 

mind for you." Jer 1:5 MSG   
 
 
 At its simplest the Bible is a book of stories. Some are 
heroes and others traitors and in the midst of it all is God 
unveiling His plan. David, Moses Abraham, Sarah, and Esther 
are all people that struggled to obey God in a fallen world. Praise 
Chapel is the separate stories of God living in and using 
thousands of people. It would be impossible to tell all the stories, 
but at the heart of them all are four lives God shaped; Mike and 
Larry Neville, Donna McCamish and Janet Nettles. In a very 
basic way they form the anchor Praise Chapel is building around. 

A Heritage of Ministry 

  Mike and Larry were brothers born three years apart to 
Jack and Clariesa Neville. They had their fights, but the simple 
fact they moved so often made them depend on each other from 
the beginning. They would be third generation pastors. Their 
grandfather had been a part of the early Pentecostal movement, 
their father in the healing and faith movement and them in the 
Jesus People revival. 
 Jack Neville was raised in a preacher's home in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Jack Neville, had drifted away from God for a while 
as a young man. He settled in California after getting out of the 
service after World War II and met and married Clariesa Tryon.
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Mike was the first born entering the world on December 30, 1946 
and Larry followed three years later. Jack and Clariesa gave 
their lives to Christ when Mike was four years old. The church 
that they joined was experiencing a real move of God. 
  Jack threw himself totally into the church. The services 
might last all night as wave after wave of the Spirit moved 
through that body of believers. Called to preach, it wasn’t long 
until Jack and Clariesa were beginning to minister.  
 By 1955 Jack accepted the fact that he was called to 
preach and set out with Clariesa and the two boys and a gospel 
tent to win the world.  He became a faith preacher. His idea of 
faith wasn’t the kind that produced Cadillac’s, but a basic faith 
that just refused to doubt God. Like the Nation Israel, this faith 
would cause their family to move whenever the cloud did. It 
didn’t always make sense or even seem possible, but they 
learned to step out. It was a life closer to the ancient prophets 
and pilgrims of the Bible than most who called themselves 
Christians really experience. These traits were passed on to 
Mike and Larry, and would run all through the future of Praise 
Chapel. Jack Neville lived a squeaky clean life and was blessed 
in the biblical sense with both victories and sacrifice. (Mat 5:1-
14) 

Small beginnings 

 As part of the healing revival of the fifties and sixties, he 
would take the tent and travel all over America. The boys grew 
up in this environment, Larry became the organist and Michael 
led songs. They weren’t immune to the rumblings of their 
generation. They saw the rebellion and drugs around them, but 
the draw of God was stronger. Their lives would be a mix of 
pastoring small churches and setting up tents. Jack seldom 
stayed longer than three years anywhere and usually less. He 
never was part of a denomination and mainly preached in 
Independent churches. Life was lived from hand to mouth. They 
would say, “We lived by faith and not much of it.” Or “We were 
homeless before homeless was popular.”  
 Mike's earliest memories revolve around church and 
traveling all over the country. His schooling was important, but it 
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had to fit between setting up the tent and playing music in the 
evening services. While Jack did pastor and pioneer some 
churches, he was mostly a mid-western tent evangelist, traveling 
from meeting to meeting. There were a few big name evangelists 
like Oral Roberts who caught the media's attention, but the real 
action was on a smaller scale. In cities all across the South and 
Midwest people wanted to see miracles and were looking for the 
life and excitement that a tent naturally generated. The Neville 
family gave them what they needed. 
 Mike came from a great background. His grandfather 
was a preacher and so was his father. You couldn’t have asked 
for a better home. His dad patterned a life of character and faith.  
 During his early ministry, Jack would section off a portion 
of the tent where the family would live during the meeting. To the 
boys this was like camping out, they had no idea that they didn’t 
have a home or a place to live.  There were times he went to a 
church to pray all night, but in reality it was to let the family have 
somewhere to sleep.  
 Of course this was not all the time, like Paul they learned 
how to be content with a little or a lot. Miracles were common, 
but so was sacrifice. Running out of gas, eating meals that were 
the same night after night and wearing hand me downs was 
common, but so was life changing prayer and miracles.  
 In many ways this would represent the lives of many that 
came after them. Years of faith and sacrifice would be planted in 
tough cities with more hope than people, but an unshakable 
confidence that what they are doing is God’s work. 
 The boys changed schools almost as much as they 
changed clothes and learned to do a little bit of everything to 
help the family out. They never went under, but they also had 
next to nothing on any given day. Larry said the one thing he 
would never be was a preacher, and yet as bad as it was, there 
was also the reality of God helping people and meeting their 
needs. This traveling evangelist lifestyle trained both Mike and 
Larry to think and live differently than the kids being raised in the 
average American familiesAkids that were being hooked on 
emotion, entertainment, and things. 
 The Neville's roots were not in denominations or 
organizations. They came from the independent camp. Jack set 
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his tent up where he wanted, and took it down when he felt God 
dealing with him to move on. It wasn’t uncommon to spend every 
nickel they had just getting to a town and setting up the tent. This 
to them was the definition of faith. First came the need and then 
they saw God work a miracle. For the Neville’s it was just part of 
the ministry for people they had never met before, to come by 
bringing money or bags of groceries.  

A Life of Faith 

 They were in Phoenix, Arizona when God spoke to Jack 
to go to Fort Smith, Arkansas and put the tent up. The family 
loaded up their truck, trailer and car and set off toward the East. 
As the sun set, they topped a mountain in New Mexico. It was as 
far as they could go. Out of money and gas, they coasted off the 
mountain into a place in the middle of nowhere. Jack told the 
family, “Don’t bother to get up early because we can’t go 
anywhere.” The next morning a man knocked on the door of their 
travel trailer and said, "I see by the sign on the side of the truck 
you're one of those traveling preachers."  
 Jack said, "Yes, I am." 
 He blurted out, "Well, I've got some tithes I'd like to give, 
and I'd just as soon give them to you as anybody." He gave them 
a check and walked off. It was enough to get them to Fort Smith. 
 When they arrived in Fort Smith someone donated a lot 
and the family started the process of opening a tent revival. Jack 
was broke again, and went to find out what it would take to get 
the power turned on. He came back a little discouraged. It would 
take $30 and was money that the family didn’t have. A woman 
who was hitchhiking had stopped by the tent just as Jack was 
coming from the power company and heard him tell the family 
the situation. She gave them the $30. 
  That was how Larry and Mike Neville grew up. Faith was 
something that got you from day to day. It was a life filled with 
good memories and great experiences that would lead both 
brothers into the ministry. At 13 Mike saw a blind man come up 
for prayer. After being prayed for he was asked if he could see 
the picture on the front of the pulpit, without hesitation the man 
said, "Sure, it is Jesus, the one that healed my eyes." In a 
generation raised thinking God was dead, the Neville boys knew 
he was alive and well. 
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 Jack and Clariesa played an important part in the 
ministry well into their late seventies by mentoring and helping 
disciples and pastors. When Jack went on to be with the Lord, 
the service was filled with stories of his encouragement and 
inspiration to young pastors to have faith in God. Like an 
Abraham, he died with little to show but a life as a pilgrim and a 
man that obeyed God. He never owned much and most of what 
he did was done by faith with little money or property but lots of 
stories of a great God. His greatest heritage was what he planted 
in his sons. 

Doing a lot with a little 

 The story of Praise Chapel is like the story of the widow 
who gave two mites and Jesus said, “�That this poor widow 
hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the 
treasury:”  (Mark 12:43) It’s a story to encourage those with only 
one talent, that know they’re not the super stars. Mike and 
Donna and Larry and Janet Neville would never be considered 
anything but gifted, but they started with nothing, and like David 
were used to gather “all who were down on their luck came 
around--losers and vagrants and misfits of all sorts. David (Mike) 
became their leader�.”  (1Samuel 22:2) 

It is a vision that the average pastor and Christian 
worker can not only see, but also achieve. While the Christian 
world is spotlighting the mega and the super successful, this is a 
grassroots revival that is igniting those who are “not many 
mighty, not many noble” (1 Corinthians 1:26). It is a book of Acts 
revival that is multiplying, and stirring the hearts of hundreds of 
men and women to preach the gospel and pioneer new 
churches. Stirring those in average and small churches with a 
vision of what God can do through their lives and ministries if 
they link with others.   
 The church in Maywood had been there a long time 
before Mike and Donna arrived, but the story of Praise Chapel 
started there in 1976. Growing from a handful, it began to spread 
and multiply. The Maywood church has moved locations and 
been shaken to its core by betrayals, spiritual diseases and a 
last day culture. It is now in Huntington Park, California where it 
is still a great church that’s spreading seeds of revival. As 
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exciting as that is, it is only the tip of the iceberg. What Mike had 
was something that still exists after his death in the hearts of 
churches and people.  
 Praise Chapel is almost unnoticed by the mega 
churches and large denominations.  It’s easy to pass by and say 
“that’s nice but...” There is a lot of Biblical precedent in this. 
Israel was seldom that impressive. Jesus Himself was 
prophesied of as someone who, “shall not strive, nor cry; neither 
shall any man hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall 
he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto victory. And in his name shall the Gentiles 
trust.”  (Mat 12:19-21)  

Mike was someone God had to show you and link you 
with. It’s not something for everyone but for those that get it there 
is a power. In Genesis, God created in plants and animals the 
power to reproduce. (Gen 1:11-12) With Praise Chapel it was 
something in them that made it possible to multiply who they 
were. 
 Even today it’s rare to bring more than a couple 
thousand together at one place. And yet there is a seed in the 
hearts of pastors and churches that’s being planted all over the 
world. 
 

A Personal View: 

What was it like in the early years of Maywood? 
 

Donna Neville: The first year was pretty tumultuous.  The happy times 

came later.  The church had become religious in the negative sense of the 

word before we took the pastorate.  Not long after we settled in some of 

the original members wanted to get rid of us.  This made for a few negative 

encounters to say the least!     

Those early years were a whirlwind for me.  Mike was busy 

preaching and working part-time jobs to help compensate our income.  I 

was busy with our young family, leading the choir and teaching Sunday 

School when revival broke out.  It was upon an invitation to take our choir 

to Harold Warner’s church in Tucson, AZ that we were exposed to the 

powerful move of God taking place in various parts of the U.S.  Right 

around that same time we had Evangelist Larry Reed come in to minister.  

He took us to the streets for radical evangelism.  Jed Smock, the man who 

radically evangelizes the college campuses across the U.S. also came at that 
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time and preached a strong holiness message.  I realize now that the Lord 

was bringing all these major factors to bear upon us at just the right time.

  God sovereignly poured out His Spirit upon the church and a 

revival exploded which resulted in multitudes of salvations.   

Most of those who were flooding through the doors were 

Chicanos and most were connected with gangs and drugs.  It was an 

amazing thing since Mike and I were the typical “white” couple.  We were 

worlds apart from the people that the Lord was miraculously sending into 

our church.  The uncanny thing was that we did not seem to be aware of 

the vast difference.  We did not stop and think… “Wow! God has given us a 

‘Mexican’ church.”  We did puzzle over why the guys unbuttoned their 

shirts at the bottom and why the girls wore white under their eyes but for 

all intents and purposes, I believe the Lord made us “color blind”.  I learned 

phrases like: “I got your back” and “Vato loco”.   It was all very exciting.  It 

was not until we attended conferences and other pastors would say “Here 

is this ‘Okie’ preacher with a Mexican church…” that we were made aware 

of the uniqueness of the church.  All we knew was that God had given us 

precious souls, some pretty rough ones in the beginning, but we just 

jumped in and began to teach them the Word of God for their lives, their 

marriages, and their child-raising.  It was not a forced thing…they were 

hungry and soaked in everything that was brought to the table. 

What was the most fun for you in the early Years? 
 

Donna Neville: The choir, singing and playing the piano and counseling 

people when they were fighting!  (Which was quite often in the early 

years!)   I also enjoyed teaching in the women’s ministry, teaching the 

teens and preaching occasionally on a Wednesday night service.  (not very 

often in those days)  I have to say I was greatly blessed to be able to stay 

home with my children in those early years and therefore was able to be 

that involved.  My heart goes out to young families where both father and 

mother are working outside the home and have a more difficult time 

juggling between home, family and church. 

Can God use dysfunctional people? 
Larry Neville? He uses all of us and who of us is not dysfunctional? 
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“The fundamental fact of existence is that this trust in 
God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything 
that makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we 

can't see.” Hebrews 11:1 MSG   
 
 
 Serious ministry started for Mike when he was sixteen, 
sitting on the church platform with his guitar. His dad was 
pastoring in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Optimistic and a good kid with a 
gift for music, he had been helping with the worship in the 
services for about a year. While waiting for the service to begin, 
God broke in and he heard, "Mike, you are sitting on the same 
platform, playing the same guitar you were playing a year before, 
and you're not doing anything else." 
 His mother had been leading songs, and he went up to 
her and asked if he could lead the worship. She never led 
worship again. He had taken the first step into the ministry. 
 He would never have it easy or have much to fall back 
on, but what he did have was a call and a purpose. 
 A critical influence on Mike was Dr. Little, a retired 
preacher in his 90's who lived near them in Phoenix. Mike was 
18 and Dr. Little took him under his wing. This man had a rich 
heritage in the ministry, and he did all he could to share both the 
dangers and the opportunities. Dr. Little told him, "Invest your 
life, like Jesus did, in 12 men. Do not invest your life in just a 
bunch of people, invest it in a few that can carry on what you do 
after you're gone." 
  Shortly after this Mike left home for Bible school. After 
two years of classes, he knew that what he needed was less of 
the classroom and more practical experience. The following 
summer he set off as an evangelist with his brother Larry and
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never looked back. These two single boys would pay some of 
their dues in the next few years. Billing themselves as “The 
Neville brothers” they preached and sang anywhere they could. 
Treated like royalty in one revival they might find themselves in 
the next sleeping in the church attic with the bugs and rats.  

Married 

 At the same time these boys were growing up Donna 
was going through her own experiences. She too was born into a 
Christian home to Don and Evelyn McCamish. Her parents were 
involved in ministry, but it wouldn’t be a story-book life. Her 
father Don was a gifted evangelist and singer. Her best friends 
were her brother and sister (Danny and Debbie), and they had 
lots of love but there were also serious issues that finally 
separated her mother and father.  
 She was shaped at an early age to understand that God 
could love and work in less than perfect people; an 
understanding that would be much tested in Praise Chapel. She 
had seen the good and the bad of ministry and committed her life 
at an early age to whatever God wanted. 
 For her, church was the center of life and she was 
involved in everything. They went to The Lords Church pastored 
by the O J Phillips family in Bellflower, California. At eleven years 
old the church was packed out and her cousin Gale had come. 
She wasn’t saved at the time and Donna was praying she would 
get called out. Instead of calling her though, Pastor Phillips 
called out Donna in front of the whole congregation and said, 
“This girl has the call and anointing of an Aimee Semple 
McPherson.” 
 Gifted with a great voice, the church choir was a central 
part of her growing up. As a teenager she threw herself into the 
church and wouldn’t even look at a guy that wasn’t interested in 
ministry. 
  The Neville boys were traveling and preaching in a lot 
of small churches. The first large church to have them was here 
in Los Angeles where Donna was attending. One of Donnas’ 
best friends was married to David Bernard who was pastoring a 
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small church in Riverside. When he scheduled Mike, his wife 
called Donna and invited her to come and spend the week with 
them to meet Mike. She was speaking prophetically when she 
told Donna, “All the girls like Larry, but I think you’ll like Mike.” 
Her matchmaking worked and they started dating sporadically. 
 Donnas’ mom Evelyn had always been involved in the 
ministry and their house had always been open to preachers. 
She invited Mike over to the house quite a bit, knowing he was a 
starving preacher and the two of them were interested in each 
other. Mike at the time was helping his dad pioneer a church 
there in Southern California and preaching out when he got a 
chance.  
 She knew the price of marrying an evangelist, but she 
didn’t care! She knew Mike was the man for her. They dated for 
two years, and got married two months before her 18

th
 birthday. 

Donna had been raised in a preacher's home and came 
readymade to help in the ministry. An attractive and 
accomplished musician she would be one of Mike’s biggest 
assets, and a real partner in the ministry.  
 Mike was twenty-three and did almost all the preaching. 
Donna loved kids and developed a puppet ministry and sang. 
Initially, Mike and Donna were not linked to a particular 
denomination but ministered in denominational churches as well 
as independent ones. In his last year as an evangelist, Mike 
spoke in 32 different churches. Size was never a major factor. 
Some churches were small and others were significant ministries 
in their areas. 
  Evangelists live like gamblers. It was impossible to know 
what you might make any given week. Other couples would have 
developed ulcers, but raised in this atmosphere, they didn’t see 
the tough times the way others might have. They knew that faith 
was part of the ministry and focused on the good. If one church 
gave you $50 for a one-week meeting, you just figured that God 
would use the next one to make up for it. 

Janet Nettles 

 Janet Nettles (the future Janet Neville) had roots in the 
hollers of West Virginia. Her grandfather was from Austria and 
worked as a linguist. Her grandmother was from Sicily and came 
to America with two kids and contacts in the mafia. Poor and with 
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nothing, she homesteaded there in West Virginia. Her mother 
came into Pentecost there in the mountains. They were about as 
close to snake handlers as you can get without picking them up. 
Her mother was known for picking up the glowing coals from the 
stove and dancing before the Lord with them in her hair; while 
never getting burned. 
 Her faith would change the whole family. Janet was the 
tenth of eleven children. Three boys and one girl passed away at 
birth, leaving five boys and two girls and an endless struggle to 
take care of them all. The family moved to California with many 
of those looking for a better life. As a girl, there was a lot of faith 
but not a lot of anything else. 
            At four and a half Janet became sick with a high fever 
and once she got down on the floor she was unable to get back 
up. Finally, it got to the point where she could not move at all. 
Being Pentecostal hillbillies Janet’s mom would not go to the 
doctors. One day a relative came to the house and seeing how 
sick Janet was she told Janet’s mom that if Janet died at home 
she would go to prison for murder. They took Janet to the 
hospital, but at the emergency room they said that she was 
contagious and must be taken to the Los Angeles County 
Hospital. Polio was epidemic in America in the 50’s and it turned 
out Janet had it. The doctors said she was paralyzed from the 
neck down and if she lived, would be a vegetable the rest of her 
life.  
 Everyday her mom would come to the hospital and pray 
for her as she lay there in an iron lung, telling her that Jesus was 
going to heal her. One night as Janet lay in the bed looking out 
the window at the clouds they began to move as if someone 
pushed fast-forward and they began to open up. A small hand 
came out of the heavens and as it came toward the window it got 
bigger until she saw a nail print in the hand. A voice said, “Janet I 
am Jesus and I am going to heal you.”  
 She asked, “Why haven’t you healed me yet.”  
 He said, “Janet I did not make you sick but I am going to 
use this sickness for my glory.”  
 During this time, her father was not a believer but at the 
same time her dad walked into the back door of a church in 
Chino, California and as he did a prophecy came forth and said, 
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“This day I am going to visit your daughter and bring healing to 
her.” He ran to the altar and surrendered his life to Christ.   
 Monday at three, the doctor moved the iron lung off 
Janet to check the fluid in her lungs, something pushed her out 
of the bed and she stood up completely healed. The doctor 
called her mom and said she could go home, but to take it easy. 
Janet’s mom had a new bike waiting and said, “Go ride it, you 
are healed.” 

A Rebel 

  Even after that, Janet was the rebel in the family. At one 
meeting, an evangelist prophesied that she would travel the 
world ministering. As they left the service the whole family 
laughed at how far off that guy was. She hated all the rules and 
restrictions, and while forced to go to church, she made it clear 
she wanted nothing to do with it. 
  Larry had just resigned from a church in downtown Los 
Angeles where he was working full time in music. He was 
preaching a revival in a store front church in Ontario, California 
when he first saw Janet. It was hard to miss her; she was 
sixteen, sitting on the front row in a micro mini skirt. Janet wasn’t 
saved at the time but after a week of watching him preach, she 
was astounded to see someone young that loved God, and she 
recommitted her life. 
 On the last day of the meeting they went over to Janet’s 
house to eat lunch. The family invited every pastor over and they 
laid out a huge spread of the best of Southern cooking - with 
fried chicken, biscuits and mashed potatoes and gravy. Larry 
couldn’t believe it when he found Janet had cooked it! He had 
liked how she looked, but when he came and ate her cooking, 
the hand writing was on the wall.  
 That night he asked her brother if he could take Janet 
home after the revival. As they sat outside the house, Janet 
thought he was going to kiss her but he asked, “What are you 
fixing for dinner tomorrow?” When she said, “Spaghetti,” he said, 
“I’ll see you tomorrow.” They got together and broke up several 
times because of her age. After a couple months dating, they got 
married. Larry was twenty-one and Janet was sixteen. 
  All four of them came from very simple beginnings. Like 
anyone, they wanted to be and do as much as possible, but they 
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weren’t driven. They knew God wanted life to be fun and lived 
fully, and so in spite of difficulties, disappointments and others 
failures they choose to believe God. 
 

Trusting God 

 Larry and Janet had been married about 6 weeks and 
were ministering at a small church in Yuma, Arizona, while living 
in a 1947 trailer with no air conditioning. They only had a buck 
fifty and went to buy food. That was the seventies, and while you 
couldn’t feast you could get something. Standing in line, a guy 
behind them recognized them from a picture on a flyer and paid 
for the food.  
 The next day they were in the same shape again, so 
Janet called her dad and asked for money. She was his favorite 
and he sent her some money through Western Union. When 
Larry came home and saw all the food, he got mad that she 
would call her dad. As he left he said, “God will take care of us, 
not your dad.” 
 Right after Larry left a little girl knocked on the door of 
their trailer and said there was a couple across the road with no 
food. God told Janet to, “give them the groceries”.  
 She had some Ritz crackers that she really wanted and 
asked God, “Do I have to give them too?”  
 The answer was “yes”. 
 A couple stopped by a couple days later and asked if 
they could take them to the grocery store. Janet was just going 
to get a little bit, when they both started filling up grocery carts 
with food saying, “You have to try this and you’ll love this.” When 
Larry came home that time they had food lined up on the walls of 
the trailer. For Janet this was a critical experience. Larry knew 
God would always be faithful, but that was the beginning of her 
understanding of God as a father. Janet knew from then on that 
if she gave, then God would give to her. 

Faith 

  As they traveled they made tithing and giving to missions 
the foundation for their life and ministry. After one meeting the 
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love offering Larry and Janet received was just enough to fulfill 
their monthly commitment to missions.  But they also needed to 
travel about five hundred miles to their next meeting.  So they 
took the love offering, joined their hand together and prayed, 
believing that if they gave this and fulfilled their commitment to 
missions then God would make a way for them.  Larry went to 
get a money order to send overseas. As he was headed to the 
bank he stopped by to have coffee with a preacher friend who 
was traveling through town and heard they were there.  As they 
were finishing their visit the preacher said, "God has really 
blessed me recently and I want to share some of it with you and 
Janet." He gave them exactly double what they were sending. 
This would become the story of their lives again and again. 
 Another major lesson was when they stopped by some 
friends in Bakersfield, California who were going through a really 
tough time. The family had no meetings scheduled and few 
prospects, so they prayed. As they started to leave the husband 
reached into his pockets and gave Larry all the money he had.  
Larry was trying to refuse when this preacher said, “Don’t rob 
me. I always give my way out of trouble.”  
 A week later as they were coming back through, they 
stopped to see them and were told that he and his family are on 
the east coast preaching a meeting and that God had provided 
for all their needs. 
  This became a revolutionary practice in tough times that 
all the Neville’s learned. You can give your way out of trouble. 
 Larry and Janet had the beginnings of a family and a 
small trailer they traveled and lived in. While the kids were small 
it was like being on vacation. If they didn’t have a meeting they 
just stopped somewhere beautiful and had fun until another 
meeting started. They had next to nothing but it was what life 
seemed to be about. 
 Mike and Donna traveled for a couple years only 
stopping once, to hold down a church for six months in Portland, 
Oregon. They would sing and then Mike would preach. Donna 
would often do one of her "children's crusades" with her puppet, 
"Huey the dummy" before the service.  
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A Hunger for More 

 Fundamental to Mike was a love of preaching and a gift 
to stir people up. In the pulpit he was like a fish in the water. This 
was not a duty or an obligation. This was what he obviously 
loved and you couldn’t help but catch his enthusiasm. An older 
minister told him, "When you go out to preach, go out there like it 
might be the last service you ever will preach," and Mike tried to 
always practice it. 
  It was frustrating to realize you couldn’t change the 
thinking in a church in a week, or even in several weeks of 
revival. You would leave a church excited and step into another 
dead one. Life would start to flow in that church and the place 
would be more exciting than the local carnival, but too often, 
when they returned a year later, nothing was left. The converts 
had been lost and the spirit was as dead as the year before. 
  There was one church in California that Mike preached 
in five years in a row. Each time the people would come and say, 
"These are the only services where we feel God." It was like 
pouring water into a leaky bucket. Some pastors were not as 
honest or as moral as Mike had been raised to be. As an 
evangelist you were dependent on those men who had 
somewhere taken a wrong turn. While God never let them down, 
he knew that the ministry didn’t have to be this way. Slowly the 
pressure was building to pastor. A longing was growing 
irresistibly to build a church based on the moving of the Spirit, 
integrity and faith. 

 Hearing God 

 Every revival has begun with someone hearing God. It’s 
often someone unknown, but everyone that hears is changed. 
Evan Roberts worked in the coal mines of Wales until he was 25 
and then went to Bible School. In a revival service Seth Joshua 
was preaching he heard the evangelist pray “Lord, bend us”. He 
had been looking to be filled with the Spirit and at that moment 
he was.  He felt God tell him to leave and make the long trip 
home. He told the pastor of his church he had a message God 
wanted him to share. The pastor laughed and put him off. It was 
after a Monday night bible study that twelve people stayed 
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around to hear what Evan had to share. He had a few simple 
directions:  

• Confess all known sin 
• Deal with and get rid of anything ‘doubtful’ in your life 
• Be ready to obey the Holy Spirit instantly 
• Confess Christ publicly  
These were things people knew, but this time they heard, 

and within two years as many as 200,000 people had gotten 
saved in Wales.  

Reinhard Bonnke saw a map of Africa catch fire. Paul was 
on the road to Emmaus when God broke in. Jack Hayford had a 
vision in a small church in Los Angeles and heard “His spirit is 
going to come into this place.” Chuck Smith had done little of 
nothing when God spoke and Calvary Chapel was the fruit. 
David Wilkerson was a country preacher that got rid of his TV 
and started to pray and God began to speak. Teen Challenge 
and Times Square Church were only two things that were the 
fruit of that decision. 

 Mike and Larry had heard God speak many times before 
they had their Damascus call. They were both at desperate 
places when they heard God, and the adventure that is this story 
moved to the next stage. For Mike it was to pastor in Maywood. 
For Larry the path would be both pastoring and ministering 
overseas. God wants to speak to all of us. Revival isn’t a system 
of education or of support, it’s the courage to hear and obey. At 
its root it’s between a man and his God. 

A Personal View: 

What was the difference between being an evangelist 

and a pastor? 
 

Donna Neville: An evangelist, at that particular time, involved calling up 

pastors and soliciting in order to get meetings.  Our idea of an evangelist 

was more along the line of an “itinerate” preacher. 

It did not take Mike and I long to figure out that we had “pastor” hearts.  

We longed to dig our heels into a local church and invest our lives long-

term. 

Mike and Larry had evangelized for three years before our 

marriage.  When we first got married we worked for a short time with Dad 

Neville in a church in Riverside.  We went from there to pioneer a fledgling 
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church in Ontario, CA.  A minister from an independent background was 

the “owner” but asked us to come in as pastors.  We were there for 

approximately six months and the church began to grow.   It was a great 

learning experience for both of us.   

From there we went out on the “evangelistic field”.  We took a 

brief break when we were asked by a fairly well-known minister to assist 

him in pastoring his church in Portland, Oregon since he was traveling 

quite a lot in his ministry.  We stayed there for six months.  Again…we 

were enlarged from that experience.  We then set out on the “evangelistic 

trail” again.  We evangelized for approximately two years and then settled 

in Tulsa, OK to pioneer a church.  We had been there for a little over a year 

when the call came asking us to consider taking over the church in 

Maywood.  (Rosewood Full Gospel Assembly – an affiliate church of the 

Pentecostal Church of God organization) 

 
Larry Neville: I think it is a matter of spiritual gifting rather than a person 

who travels or ministers in one location. A person can pioneer a church or 

be the senior leader of a local congregation yet his or her primary gifting is 

that of an evangelist. I believe we see many people who are called “pastor” 

because they lead a church whose primary gifting is “evangelist.” We also 

see those whose primary gifting is a teacher and they have an  itinerate 

ministry so we may call them an evangelist. A person can have a primary 

gift of evangelist and secondary gifting of pastor or vis-a-versa. Or a 

person’s gifting order can be primarily teacher and secondary gifting as a 

pastor. You tell a person’s gifting by the fruit they bear over time. One 

example of someone with a very clear evangelistic gifting to me is Larry 

Reed. 

Do you remember any outstanding meeting when you 

were evangelizing? 
 

Donna Neville:  The most outstanding one was probably right there in the 

Maywood church.  That was no doubt what caused them to call us when 

the existing pastor resigned.  I cannot say that any particular meetings 

were “outrageous” or “explosive” (evangelistic language!)  We were just 

ordinary people.  It was “pastoring” that developed our ministry and 

preaching skills. 

We weren’t outstanding preachers or singers.  Mike was very 

charismatic in personality and style but was still developing in his 

preaching skills and substance.  I played the piano and sang and offered a 

“puppet” ministry for kids.  We were far from being polished.    

The young couples now are far more prepared than we were.  One of our 

advantages was that we were both raised in ministry homes.  So we just 
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did what we had seen.   As our circles of influence began to expand through 

friendships and exposure - we developed our understanding of ministry.  I 

must say here that the integrity of our dear ministry friends in the 

Pentecostal Church of God organization were critical in keeping us on 

target during a time when independent evangelists were the “wave”.  We 

came to learn that “independence” was not a great idea.  There were many 

in those days who “decried” the flaws of organizations and fellowships but 

we came to learn that working within even “imperfect” groups was better 

than roaming around alone. 

 

Larry Neville: During the Jesus People movement we were blessed to go 

to a number of churches and experience a significant outpouring of God. 

Meetings that were scheduled to go for a few days extended to three and 

four weeks, one went for ten weeks.  The years we traveled were very 

exciting. Some churches were tough to see a breakthrough, but usually God 

would help us and they would experience a degree of revival.  
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3 
____ 

Southern California 
Harvest 

 

“By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an inheritance, 

obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went.” Heb 11:8 KJVR 

 
 
 Both brothers began to feel that traveling evangelism 
had been a great experience but it was time to build something 
lasting. They wanted a church where God showed up for revivals 
more than two weeks a year; a church like David’s tabernacle in 
Jerusalem, a place where God could be worshipped daily. 
 Mike and Donna were beginning to start a church in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma when God made it clear He was going to send 
them west. An evangelist called him out and gave him a word 
about the move, "You're going to climb up on a ski lift and climb 
up, and climb up, and never come down." They would need the 
encouragement.  
 In Maywood, California was a small struggling church; 
Rosewood Full Gospel Assembly associated with the 
Pentecostal Church of God. This was a church that had 
experienced a real move but now was struggling and the pastor 
was struggling too. They had already tried to get him to serve as 
assistant pastor, but he had turned them down.
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 The church was unable to shake the feeling that Mike 
was the man for the job. The board now offered him the 
pastorate and Mike and Donna felt the release to go.  
  Mike had preached in the church and knew it had some 
problems. Now that he was there, he began to discover they 
were a little deeper and more serious than he had expected. One 
member tried to trip Donna as she walked up the aisle. It was too 
late to pull back; he was committed. That first year was critical 
and full of problems. Some of the members tried to run them off, 
and if it had not been for the strong assurance that this was 
where God had put them, they would have left. 
 Church planting, discipleship and even effective 
evangelistic techniques were still in the future. The biggest battle 
he faced then was just to get God back in the center of a hurting 
church. The first few months were tough and it wasn’t until the 
end of the first year that he was really happy with the spirit of the 
church.  
 It was in that first year of struggle that they made several 
key decisions; the first was tied to Larry. 

Missions and Control 

 The birth of Mission Global Harvest goes back to 1973 
when Larry wanted to take a break as a young evangelist. He 
went to be an assistant pastor in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for a 
church that had a great mission’s vision. The church was 
struggling when Larry was there; but filling the walls of the 
sanctuary were pictures of past crusades in every part of the 
world. The pictures moved him, and he began to believe that he 
could do the same thing. A contact opened a door for him in 
India, and Larry headed for the other side of the world. 
 Larry came back from this trip fired up. It was 1976 and 
Mike and Donna had only been pastoring in Maywood for two 
months when Larry and Janet came to preach and visit. As Larry 
showed slides of India and shared the needs there to the church, 
that small group opened their hearts and wallets. That night they 
gave over a thousand dollars. They had been doing nothing 
before this for missions, but from that day the commitment has 
grown.  
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 Mike took the offering because it was obvious to him that 
God was in this but the board questioned his right to do it. The 
real issue was who was going to call the shots.  
  Not willing to back down, he went right to the heart of the 
issue. He challenged the way they were set up. Voting on 
everything was a roadblock to revival and efficient church 
management. He didn’t plan on getting permission to buy a 
bottle warmer for the nursery. They backed down. The church 
has both a council and a board, but they would be there to 
support and advise the pastor, not to dominate him. 
 Mike that day became the leader and missions became 
a growing priority. 

Johnny and Patti 

  Johnny and Patti Dorris were there in the church when 
Mike took it. Johnny would become as close to Mike as a 
brother, and Patti, Donnas best friend.  For Johnny, nothing 
came easy. Raised in poverty, he learned as a kid what hard 
work meant. Privation developed in Johnny a driving hunger to 
succeed.  
 The Dorris family was a strange blend of the ideal and 
the nightmare. His mother was a fine Christian, but the emotional 
instability and habits of his father made the home life 
dysfunctional. His father was only a part of the problem. The 
other children were scarred by this. Being a younger child in a 
huge violent family, Johnny became the target of the other 
children's anger and frustration. It was a miracle he survived.  
 The only person in his family who believed in him was 
his mother. A woman of faith and character she struggled to 
keep the family from blowing apart. With more kids than money, 
no one in the family had enough. For school, he got two shirts 
two packs of T-shirts and three pair of Levis. There were no fine 
shirts for the son of poor parents. It was out of this need that 
Johnny for the first time saw the power of prayer. In Sunday 
school he heard that God answered prayer and he asked God to 
give him some real shirts like the rich kids had. That very week 
several new shirts came into his parent's second hand store. 
Putting those shirts on he knew God was real. 
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 Johnny lost his faith for a while but his mother never 
gave up on him. When he came home from Vietnam, He was 
tired of running; he knew he needed to get right with God. He 
recommitted his life to God and became a board member of the 
church in Maywood. Johnny was locked in to the church but was 
planning to leave if the pastor did. The former pastor had 
suspected this and asked Johnny to make a one year 
commitment to stay.  
 A critical time came at a year. That was Johnny’s 
commitment. While the church hadn’t treated Mike great, the 
truth was that Mike had been on a huge learning curve in 
switching from an evangelist to a pastor. Mike was great at 
stirring things but never had been a pastor, and was having to 
learn to preach more than a few sermons and deal with people 
for longer than a week or two. Johnny told him, “It’s been a year 
and we’re going to leave.”  
 Mike asked him to go with him somewhere and just was 
driving around and talking. Finally he said straight out, “Johnny 
don’t leave. I’ll make you a deal, if you stay and help, if this thing 
doesn’t work we’ll get a sail boat and go all over just preaching 
the gospel and enjoying life.” Johnny loved the idea and during 
the tough times he even went and bought a model sail boat, but 
the real thing that convinced him was when Mike told him, “I 
really believe God’s in this thing and let’s stick with it and see 
what God does.”  
 When Mike decided to put men in the key roles in the 
church, Mike had Johnny start to lead songs. He couldn’t do 
anything half way. If he were going to stand in front of people, he 
was going to do everything he could to back Mike up and make 
the church a success. 
 At first they ran a lot of programs at Praise Chapel (Then 
known as Rosewood Full Gospel Assembly), but more and more 
frequently, the church began to link into the Spirit. Soon the 
gimmicks were scrapped and the church began to take on the 
character God meant for it, as it met the needs of the people.  

Leadership 

 The crucial question for Mike was: “would he be the 
leader of his church?” He decided he wanted to be a prophet not 
a puppet. It all starts in the small mustard seeds that grow into 
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trees. Faithfulness in little things opens the doors to large things. 
Here, where the loss of anyone was a tragedy, he wasn’t going 
to let a few people do their thing, to the hurt of the whole. A 
couple of ladies were famous for prophesying every service; the 
only problem was that it edified no one. It was when he 
graciously asked them to stop, so that others could speak out 
too, that several key people in the church got excited about the 
future.  
 The ladies would lead a protest outside the church for a 
while, but inside they finally had a pastor that would lead. The 
Neville's most critical choice was to just stay where they were. 
Mike was having some culture shock. What added to the 
pressure was that the church was in a rough area. On the 
surface, California seems like a vacation paradise filled with 
beautiful people and homes, but its inner cities are as dirty as the 
smog filled sky. There wasn’t the outward Midwestern hospitality 
that the Neville’s loved; in fact it seemed like no one treated 
them kindly. He told his wife, "We're going to get out of here. 
This is the 'asphalt jungle.' We're going to go back to Oklahoma, 
or at least move the church to a better area and get out of here.”  
 They realized they were pastoring a white church in a 
Hispanic neighborhood. It was out of place. Mike could sense 
that something would have to change; the logical choice was to 
relocate, so he began planning to move the church. 

Turning Point 

 It was here that God spoke audibly to him the second 
time. The message was clear, "I didn’t send you out here to 
move the church, I sent you out to preach to 'this' community." 
He stood up on a Sunday morning and preached about how God 
had called them to reach all peoples. He told them, "Churches 
should reflect the community they're in, and ours doesn't. We are 
going to have drug addicts, and prostitutes, as well as lawyers," 
he promised. The biggest change was when he said, "This 
church is going to be filled with Hispanics." Some in the church 
were not excited by the vision, but he was. Twenty of the main 
people walked out that morning and never came back. During 
the next year some others would leave, but more would come in.  
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 The switch started when the Blooms came in almost 
exactly one year from Mike's arrival there. Robert had been a 
Nazarene who got filled with the Holy Spirit while watching 
Christian television. His old church made it clear they needed to 
find a new church. They were visiting the Maywood church when 
Mike declared, “that this church must reach its community.” That 
night, the Holy Ghost hit them like a freight train, and they knew 
this was their new church home. They told their Bible study that 
they were going to be attending there, and all but one couple 
ended up joining them. This Bible study group soon filled the gap 
that had formed when the others had left the church.  

Healthy Changes 

 Jed Smock came for a revival at this vital time. Jed was 
a man with a unique testimony and call. He was a college 
professor caught up in the hippie movement. He left his 
professorship and followed a wild odyssey of experiences in 
drugs and loose living, ending in a commune in North Africa. It 
was there on a beach, naked that he saw a Christian carrying a 
cross and knew he needed to come back to America and get his 
life right. A friend led him to the Lord sitting in a Burger King 
restaurant.  
 Jed started his preaching career by grabbing a 
microphone at a rock concert. He began to travel across the US 
preaching on college campuses. He had memorized large 
portions of the Bible, especially the prophets preaching against 
sin, homosexuality and everything else that was going on in 
American colleges. Jed would quote these and bring a campus 
to a boiling point. His style was rough, confrontational, and 
straight shooting.  
 It was 1978 and the church was starting to see a real 
solid presence of God. Jed preached on living right and on the 
third night he cried out, "There is sin in the camp, sin in the 
camp." Then he set up a microphone and asked the people in 
the church to come up and confess their sins. Astoundingly, the 
people did. It's not the kind of thing you can make a doctrine out 
of, but it was God's timing that night. People came up and got 
right. They left broken and repentant. Out of their honesty, 
seriousness and a desire to exalt God the Holy Spirit settled into 
the church, turning them from attendees into disciples. On the 
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next night, people brought their drugs, pornography, sleazy 
clothes and off color rock albums to destroy publicly. 
 They stepped out of the role of church and just putting in 
time on Sundays, and began to see their lives as important and 
God as real. This was what Mike had been looking for and now it 
was all fitting together.  

Celebration 

 Sunday nights were special at Praise Chapel. They were 
"100% Holy Ghost." There was no set agenda; Mike might 
preach, but there was just as good a chance that they never got 
past the worship service. 
 The greatest nights were when the choir sang and Mike 
joined in. He had a couple of classic songs that were his. When 
he walked up to the microphone and the music started for 
"Packing up, getting ready to Go" the place would come apart. 
Another song was "That I could still go free." These were a little 
country, which fit Mike perfectly, and the song talked of Jesus 
coming out of heaven and setting people free. 
  They danced, shouted and marched the aisles. Pam 
Stephens was the one who usually got excited first and Sammy 
Apodaca would be next. Sister Neville herself ran or danced up 
the aisle on several occasions when the Spirit was really moving. 
 Another great meeting was when Mike invited in Larry 
Reed. Larry got saved under Sonny Argonzoni's ministry in Los 
Angeles. Arrested for heroin, Larry had spent years in San 
Quentin. When he came out of jail he wanted desperately to 
change, and he was even willing to give Jesus a chance. He 
moved into the early Teen Challenge center. Delivered and 
called to preach around drug addicts and criminals, his call 
wasn’t traditional. Most of his sermons were on the streets and 
beaches of Southern California, so when he came for Mike they 
just naturally went out into the neighborhoods.  

Hitting the Streets 

 He had an old pickup with speakers on the roof. On any 
corner they could let fly with an impromptu gospel message. It 
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was the first time they had gone into the neighborhoods and 
none of the women and men that were with him would be the 
same. It was as radical as wearing the colors in the old gang life. 
It was a clear statement of change and from then on they were 
always reaching outside the church walls. 
 The church was starting to fill with Hispanics. The back 
of the church was filled, with raw converts "kicking back". They 
had their hairnets and khakis on with white shirts that hung past 
their knees. Mike wasn’t sure what a “vato loco” was, but he 
knew they could get saved. These men and women were going 
to make some of the finest Christians in the history of the church.  
 As the church grew, they drained whole gangs. The 
Florencia gang would have 40 members in church and the 18th 
street gang had almost as many. On the streets, they had tried to 
kill each other, but now in church they sang together and gave 
testimonies back to back. The main tensions that were 
developing were the differences of culture between those people 
that had been there before Mike came and those that were new 
Christians. Some could fit in; like Johnny and Patti Dorris. They 
got past the cultural barriers. Johnny wasn’t offended when they 
made fun of his skin tight leisure suits, and could laugh along 
with his mockers about the time he told these gang members to 
sing "yes I love you with the love of the Lord," while holding their 
neighbors hands and looking into their eyes. Johnny and a few 
others could relate to where these people were coming from, but 
for many others this wasn’t possible. 
 Those that stayed became a strong foundation for the 
church, but the goal was to fit into the neighborhood. 

What is revival?  

 Is it a location, or a man? Can we package revival and 
sell it in a book? At it’s simplest, it’s just God reviving a people. 
In the Old Testament it was often when God’s people had 
forgotten God in their intoxication with the pagans around them 
and in desperation turned back to the source of their promises 
and power. In the New Testament it was often marked by the 
presence of God. Of miracles and changed lives.  
 This is that story in modern times. Mike and Donna 
came to a small church that had experienced the presence of 
God but had lost it with time. Revival was only a memory to the 
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people in that church in Maywood, California. Dead in their own 
spiritual life they were affected by the love for God and character 
in the Neville’s. Some got mad but a few joined in.  
 It was the sparks of a spiritual fire that was going to 
break out, first in the Hispanic community of Los Angeles but 
then it would begin to spread. In some places it would burn out 
and die, but only to spring up again somewhere else. What was 
in Mike and Donna’s hearts was passed on and caught by 
others. Some of these were religious sinners and some just the 
old fashioned kind of sinner that doesn’t know God at all, but the 
common mark was a renewed heart. 
 The miracle was that it got inside of them. Like you can 
catch the flu people caught revival and then they passed it on. 
History has seen many revivals and for many the place it started 
is no longer significant. Azusa Street has no museum, the church 
Spurgeon preached in is just a building, but the spirit they 
released is like DNA you can trace. 
   Today the revival that broke out in a small church in 
Maywood, California is still increasing, expanding and 
multiplying. The fire in Maywood has sputtered at times, but still 
burns. The story isn’t about a place, it’s about a spirit that burns 
even brighter today in Africa, Mexico, Hong Kong and the 
Philippines. 
 
A Personal View: 
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What would you say to young couples that are 

pioneering and sacrificing? 
 

Larry: Sacrifice is a virtual term. In other words it is difficult to grasp what 

sacrifice is. I wouldn’t trade ministry and the life I have lived with anyone I 

know. I don’t think we have ever really sacrificed. Yes, we have left homes 

we love and people we grew to love. We were away from family most of 

our lives. I have people who come to me and think they are doing some 

great sacrifice pioneering a church. They live in the same house they have 

always lived in, pioneering in the same town or a few miles away, working 

the same job, kid’s going to the same school. This is sacrifice?   

We all need to read or re-read the history of world missions. 

Learn what true sacrifice it has taken to carry the gospel to the ends of the 

earth.  We get on a jet, fly to another country, stay in a nice hotel, eat good 

food and cry the blues that we have sacrificed.  There are missionaries 

giving their lives right now in hostile or primitive conditions. They have 

left all to follow Jesus. I think that unless we get-a-grip on what we call 

sacrifice we will not make much of an impact upon the world. In fact, we 

just need to take that word out of our vocabulary because it is so abused. 

The truth is, it is a blessing and the most blessed life to do the will of God. 

Nothing can compare, even if it means, “take up your cross and follow Me.”  

 

Donna:  Those years of sacrifice are very valuable and you should not 

attempt to bypass them too quickly or try to escape that season.  In our 

experience, it was that season of sacrifice that tempered, taught and 

connected us for the latter part of our ministry.  It was during those tough 

times that we were forming conclusions about the Lord, our lives and our 

ministry and church.  I can honestly say that “revelation” comes during 

those seasons.  I would encourage young couples not to interpret the early 

years of sacrifice as failure.  They are times of training and building.  Allow 

those times to stabilize you. 

Were there any significant prophetic words for you and 

Mike? 
 

Donna:  There are two that I clearly remember.  They both came very 

shortly before we received the invitation to take the Maywood church.   We 

were pioneering in Tulsa, OK and I was at the church alone one morning 

and in prayer the Lord spoke into my spirit that “…everything was getting 

ready to change.  You will continue to have pressure but it is going to be of 

a different nature.”   That same week a visiting evangelist told Mike that he 

“saw us getting on a ski-lift and that the lift just kept going up, up, up.”   

About two weeks later we received that call from Maywood.   And… 
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pressure did continue but in a different way and the revival just kept 

moving higher and higher and higher!    

How can a minister keep his family strong? 
 
Larry Neville: My brother and I both grew up in a minister’s home. We 

both loved God and the ministry. Not because our parents did not sacrifice 

or had a lot. They loved the Lord and the ministry. I think that is first. 

Money, where you live, what you have has very little if nothing to do with 

keeping a family strong. A loving, supporting, environment, quality time 

together, integrity and transparency. There can be no hypocrisy in the 

family. Dad must be a man of God. Mom a woman of God. They must live it 

before each other and the children.  We impart what we are not what we 

say. 
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4 
____ 

A New Breed of 
Christians 

 

“The evidence of Christ has been clearly verified in 
your lives.” 1Co 1:6 MSG 

 
 

 Some of those coming in were a mess. Frank Salcido 
was one of the first drawn from the neighborhood. Frank's 
mother was a wonderful, if domineering lady. She had her 
reasons for wanting a little more control in the family. Frank's 
dad was a drunk and a drug addict; while not an evil man in the 
dark and sinister sense of the word, he was a good man trapped 
in addictions. Frank was fifteen the first time he saw his dad 
shooting heroin. 
 For a couple of years he got into the gang scene on a 
small scale and got caught at school carrying a homemade hand 
gun. Laying in the grass with handcuffs on, and kids staring 
down at him was the first of many bad memories. Running with 
the hoodlums, he got kicked out of school several times. He 
figured he was bad, and described himself as rebellious, hateful 
and independent.  
 Figuring that having a job and graduating from the 
twelfth grade made him a man, he launched out with his 
girlfriend Valerie into the world at 17 years of age. Valarie was 
15 and pregnant. There wasn’t much chance for a happy ending. 
It wasn’t long until they were forced to move in with Valerie's 
mom, who lived in Bell Gardens. Her home was on the turf of a 
gang that was at war with Frank's gang. If the other gang had 
recognized him, they would have killed him. Scared to be out on 
the streets, he was stuck hiding out in his mother-in-law's house.
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 Esther Bloom, had led her to the Lord and her church. If 
her daughter was going to hang out with Frank, she was after 
Frank to get saved. He would hear her praying for him at night. 
Her prayers got stronger when she received the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. He told Valerie, "Your mom has flipped."  
 She invited them to church. It took Frank a while to catch 
on to what Christianity was about. After getting saved, he told his 
brother, "I'm saved and born again. Let's celebrate."  
 So, they went out and got loaded. Valerie knew this was 
wrong and told him, "You can’t do that." 
 By July he had gotten tired of playing games, and told 
God "I want what Valerie's mother has Lord." He promised, "If 
you baptize me with the Holy Ghost I'll do anything you ask. I'll 
stand on street corners, preach, anything." When they went to 
the church Frank knew he was going to like Mike Neville from the 
very first hand shake. There at the door he said to Valerie, "This 
is where I want to go."  

Maywood 

 There were about 80 people out that Sunday when Mike 
challenged the church to reach the neighborhood. A new batch 
of leaders was coming into the church with the Menchacas, the 
Manchas and the Salcidos that would lead this church into great 
growth.  Frank was asked to start a Bible study. There was one 
big problem; Frank couldn’t read. He spent hours agonizing over 
those studies, teaching himself to read from the Bible. The first 
study was in Bell Gardens. He saw it grow to 25 with all the old 
gang members and friends coming in. Over the next few years 
he would start four different studies in different areas of the 
valley. This was the foundation of his pastoral ministry. 
 Frank was the first person to come into the church from 
a gang background. He would be a magnet for hundreds that 
followed. A turning point in his life was when he started leading 
songs. His dress and actions came from the streets, so when he 
led songs, he wore his shirt buttoned all the way at the top with 
the tails sticking out and the shirt unbuttoned at the bottom. Mike 
finally came up and asked him why they left the shirt 
unbuttoned? He said, "Frank, back in Oklahoma, the guys 
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wanted to show their chest not their belly buttons!" The toughest 
thing that Mike ever asked him to do was to go back into the rest 
room and button his shirt and tuck it in. Unhappy about it, he did 
it. 
 The sermon "Win One Build One" stirred Frank to step 
out even more. It was about winning the lost and Frank decided 
to act on it. He got a few new converts together and decided to 
go to Whittier Boulevard where the “cruisers” hung out. This was 
the beginning of outreaches that would shut down the boulevard 
at least three times. Stretching for miles down the strip, the 
boulevard was where the “cruisers” drove the hottest cars in LA, 
with the party going on all night. A small group of other 
Christians began to join them; standing there in the middle of 
drugs and sex, they told them about the answer to man's needs: 
Jesus. 
 One night, after a sermon on "The Walls of Jericho," 
Frank and others walked the whole length of the strip. If Joshua 
could take the land by walking it, these men figured they could 
too.  They walked for miles putting their feet down on the prime 
turf of the enemy. On their knees in front of the Golden Gate 
Theater, they ignored the laughter and prayed, "God, give us this 
land." Seven years later the church would move into that theater. 

Power Encounters 

 Services were like walking into heaven. More than once, 
the neighbors called the fire department, reporting that they saw 
flames. They went everywhere trying to find the fire; they should 
have looked in people’s hearts.  Prophecy was common and it 
was stated again and again, "from this church the nations will be 
touched." 
 Miracles were a big part of what was happening. The 
Manchas had a son, David, who got hurt playing Pop Warner 
baseball. When the emergency ward x-rayed the arm they said it 
was broken. The clinic couldn’t do anything on the weekend and 
told them they would have to bring him in Monday to use their 
insurance. They put the arm in a sling and sent them home. At 
church Sunday they had prayer for their son. The next day they 
took him to Kaiser Hospital for more x-rays. When the doctor 
came out he said, "He had a break but it's been healed. It looks 
to me that it's been healed for about six months." 
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 In church they celebrated. In the homes they connected 
as friends, asked questions, learned to pray and got their first 
chance at being a leader. The home groups became a 
fundamental part of the Praise Chapel ministry. 

Phil Hernandez  

  Phil Hernandez and Frank Salcido went way back. 
They met in a sand box in the first grade. As teenagers, Phil and 
his pals partied at the corner in front of Frank's house. After 
Frank's conversion they went their separate ways, but Frank 
never gave up on his old friends and would come and witness to 
the guys whenever he visited home. They would mock him with, 
"Check this guy out, what is he on?" They poured beer on him 
and threatened him, but he just kept coming back. 
 At the Bible studies Frank always asked the believers to 
pray for his old neighborhood. He especially requested prayer for 
Phil Hernandez, "He's the worst," was Frank’s statement over 
and over. Phil was a mess. Born and raised in East Los Angeles, 
his family escaped the pressures around them by work. Phil's 
dad was an alcoholic and the family was dysfunctional. Phil's 
place in the family, was more of a construction worker than a 
son. 
 He was developing a love for drugs. Acid was his drug of 
choice, but he could spend $800 on a weekend for Thai sticks, 
(the buds of an especially good form of Marijuana from 
Thailand). At the same time he had hooked up with Dee Dee and 
soon she was pregnant. After the baby was born it was like his 
life fell apart. Everything that could go wrong did. He got busted, 
attracted trouble, was in several car wrecks and things were still 
deteriorating. The police were harassing him more frequently. 
During this time Myrtle Gray, Dee Dee’s grandmother, was 
praying for him.  

Synergy 

 Up until this time Phil had always landed on his feet, but 
his life was getting out of control. He ran into Frank Salcido who 
pulled Phil aside and asked, "Think about it, what are you going 
to do with your little boy, Phil? Are you going to end up partying 
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with him? Are you going to let someone else marry Dee Dee and 
raise your boy?" At another time those words would have fallen 
on stone ears, but then, and on that day it was like a spear had 
pierced Phil's heart. 
 There on a street corner he suddenly started to cry. 
"Man, don't talk to me like that." Frank was shocked that Phil had 
shown his feelings in front of the guys like that. He knew God 
was moving and asked, "You want to get saved Bro? Right 
Now!"  Some other guys who were loaded on dust had 
wandered over and asked "What's happening?" 
 Frank told them, "Phil wants to get saved, you guys 
come and help." They started to laugh, but Frank nailed them, 
"You're all laughing because Phil wants to get saved. You're all 
cold dudes." They got convicted and all formed a circle. Phil set 
his beer and his bong down and they all held hands and prayed. 
It was June of 1978 and Phil was 19 and had been out of High 
School one year. He was ready to change. 
 When he told Dee Dee, she thought he was joking and 
laughed it off until the next morning when he got up and started 
getting dressed. Frank came by and grabbed Phil for church, he 
made her come along too. They both hit the altar that morning 
and never turned back. 
 It was close to the fourth of July and the church had a 
fireworks stand that they used to raise money. Phil was working 
as an electrician and so he wired the booth up. From there he 
got involved in everything he could.   

Finding a Place 

 The older church members were still having trouble 
accepting the Hispanics, and here was Phil, this giant Aztec 
married to a little white girl. As the first "salt and pepper" team in 
the church they didn’t find instant acceptance from everyone. In 
fact, even some of his own friends wondered if this guy could 
really change. It didn’t help that Phil was hot tempered. Except 
for Frank and Mike he came within a hair of beating up every guy 
in the church. No one was that mature of a Christian and so 
about half the time they were guessing on what a Christian 
should be and do. The wonderful discovery they came to was 
that the Holy Spirit really would lead them. 
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 Over six feet tall, a martial arts expert and in great 
shape, when he got tired of arguing, he let his temper and his 
tongue loose. The conflict arose when he became an usher. 
Gang bangers were coming to see what this church was doing 
and every service had men from prison. These people had 
fought their whole life, so the ushers did more than help people 
find the nursery. Many of these thought they could act the same 
way in church as they did in the world. 
 Phil wanted to make sure that the word got out: if you 
caused trouble in the Praise Chapel service it would cost you. 
Those who did get out of order often looked like they had fallen 
down three flights of stairs. Slowly Phil started to separate the 
flesh from the Spirit. He felt bad after losing control and even 
went and wept as he wrestled through the battle with the old 
nature. Things really started to break when he realized that he 
represented the church and knew he had to discipline his life. 
  Street evangelism was where he could release his 
aggression in a positive way. Going out on the Boulevard was 
radical, and the guys that went were afraid of nothing.  They 
went right into bars and confronted people. Out on the streets 
they did anything and everything to get the message out. Phil 
loved it. Christianity wasn’t feminine at Praise Chapel, it was 
radical and confrontational and that was something he could get 
into.  
 These young Christians loved to stir things up. Boldness 
marked their Christianity. After hearing about Arthur Blessed 
carrying a cross, they made their own. They took that cross 
down Hollywood Boulevard, Pacific Boulevard and Whittier 
Boulevard. Jerome Weymouth, Frank Salcido, Phil Hernandez 
and Danny Mancha were the hard core. In the neighborhood you 
always flew your colors, and they wanted a name for themselves 
and so they all got shirts that said “Commandos for Christ.” Then 
Frank saw a place that would put any name on a hat. He 
replaced a baseball team’s name with Jesus. Those white and 
blue Jesus hats became another mark of a new group in town, a 
group linked together not by violence or drugs, but by a cause. 
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The Boulevard 

 They headed down to the boulevard after Sunday night’s 
service, often staying until one in the morning. This lasted for 
years. After Maywood planted several churches, it got to where 
hundreds might show up on a Sunday Night. 
 Their approach was always changing. They might have 
a march where people would make up signs that read "repent" or 
"the wages of sin is death." They sang, or brought a bull horn 
and preached.  They took Pastor Neville out to the streets with 
them occasionally, but before they would let him give a person a 
tract they would frisk them. It was their zeal that probably saved 
them. They had knives pulled and guns stuck in their face but 
they knew God would protect them. Looking some person with a 
gun in the eye, they more than once told them, "Pull the trigger 
Esse, come on homes, do it - I know where I'm going." They got 
the reputation of "too crazy to mess with," and were left alone.
 This is what happened in the New Testament. Peter was 
a cussing fisherman who became an Apostle. Prostitutes married 
deacons and demoniac's became preachers. God uses anyone 
that loves him. No matter how rough the beginning product is, 
the Holy Spirit can so change a person that you think they are 
lying when they share their past. 
 Three things were starting to fit together for Praise 
Chapel: 
  First, they were reaching out on the streets and new 
people were coming in.  
 Second, leadership was developing and needs were 
being met, especially in small groups that became known as 
“Sheepfolds.” Most of the first dozen small group leaders went 
out to pastor. 
 Third, the services left people with a faith that anything 
was possible. By 1979 the church was in phenomenal revival. 
Pendleton’s were replaced by suits as the Sunday wear of 
preference.  

Discipleship 

 Mike had created an atmosphere where God became 
real. His ministry changed most during the late seventies and 
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eighties as be began to discover how to change not just the 
atmosphere of a church but the hearts and actions of men. 
  While multitudes were healed and fed by him, the core of 
His ministry was the making of disciples. This is separating 
people from the crowd to become part of a team. It started with a 
call to follow him. (Mat 4:18) Much of modern Christianity has 
little purpose other than to come to church, give some money 
and act nice. In Praise Chapel there developed a culture that 
changed lives. From the early days of Maywood, God began to 
separate out some of the roughest people to represent him. This 
is a copy of Jesus separating fisherman and tax collectors as 
well as women of questionable background to follow him. 
Discipleship is: 

1. The discovery of a personal call from Christ to change 
the world. (Mt. 28) 

2. These men at first just helped with the simple details of 
His ministry while they were being taught. (Mt. 5-7)  

3. Mike made it clear that this would cost something. (Mt. 
8:18) It wasn’t supposed to be easy. 

4. Then He sent them out and had them do what he did. 
(Mt 13)   

5. Just as Jesus revealed to the disciples that their purpose 
would be to join Him in building the church, Mike 
challenged men and women to build a great church. (Mt 
16:18)  

6. At Praise Chapel there is a desire to create more than 
good people. The goal is to help people discover their 
part in the body.   

 There would be a couple of other key elements. The first 
was an opportunity. This isn’t so much the learning of principles 
as the doing of a job. Christianity tries to create disciples through 
education. Praise Chapel saw that this could best be done in the 
church, by giving people real hands on experience. The proof of 
a call wouldn’t be passing tests but reaching people. This 
happened mainly in the Bible studies, outreaches and ministries 
of the church. Finally, it expressed itself most powerfully as these 
couples went out to start churches. 
 Second it was the building of a lifestyle. Disciples 
were expected to live right. This meant learning to witness, live 
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clean, give and pray. To lead you had to be an example. If you 
didn’t meet the standard you got asked why. 
 

A Personal View: 

What about children in ministry? (Raising P.K.’s) 
 

Donna Neville:  My advice to pastors is never to impose a separate 

standard on your children just because they’re “pastors’ kids”.  We never 

did that to our children.  If we demanded anything from them it was 

because we were “Christians” not because we were “pastors”.  Your 

congregation will have unreasonable expectations because they are 

“pastor’s kids”…but you can buffer that by never putting that pressure on 

them. 

I would also suggest that you guard the privacy of your home-life.  

We protected the ‘sanctity’ of our home.  We had people over and had fun 

going camping with others, but we also took plenty of vacations alone.  We 

weren’t always with people and had a lot of time with just the four of us.   

Mike was very careful for this and did not allow people to just hang around 

all the time.  Preachers’ kids that are bitter often feel that their dads 

“always” put other people first.  We, (Jason, Nichelle and I) always knew 

that Mike put the family first and would rather be with us than anything or 

anyone else.  Mike loved people but he was brilliant at managing his time.  

He didn’t let people squeeze family time out.  He managed phone calls, 

counseling and everything else in order to guard family time.  We took the 

phone off the hook and ate our meals together. 

 

Larry Neville: Mike and I grew up in the ministry and we were both in the 

ministry when we got married and raised our families.  Our families 

were/are important to us but God has always been first. We have never 

used our children as an excuse for why we could not do what we felt was 

God’s will. People used to tell my parents, “You make them go to church so 

much, they will never want to live for God.” Just the opposite happened to 

Mike and I. I have had disciples tell me, I could not live here or there, or go 

there because of my kids. We have always lived out lives around the Lord 

and ministry. My children went to many schools in different cities and 

counties as Janet and I followed the will of God. I believe the effect upon 

children is not so much the ministry as it is the parent’s attitude toward 

the ministry. If  parents are always crying the blues about how much they 

are “sacrificing” in the ministry, or talk negative about the ministry, 

complain or gossiping about the people around the kids. Of course the kids 

won’t want any part of it. By the grace of God all of our kids’ love the Lord 

and the ministry.   
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What’s a big problem with couples in ministry? 
 

Donna Neville:  I would say that the first problem would be the husband 

sending the signal that he receives all his esteem, identity and enjoyment 

from the ministry.  When that is perceived by the wife (even if it is not 

entirely the case)…resentment begins to set in.  

Mike and I were both passionate about ministry and loved the 

ministry and the church but somehow Mike was able to communicate to 

me that I was his world.  I never felt like I was in competition with the 

church for his attention or love.  I think the responsibility to communicate 

this falls to the husband. 

 

Larry and Janet Neville:  Mike and I were in the ministry when we got 

married so Donna and Janet accepted that from the get-go. In too many 

couples the husband may feel a call to preach and the wife is not willing to 

follow. I believe the primary call will normally come to the husband. The 

wife may not feel the same call, but she needs to support and be willing to 

follow. The biggest problem I see is when one does not want to be in the 

ministry and resists the call.  Some men feel it is “my ministry” and wife 

does not feel a part. Mike and Donna and Janet and I always worked as a 

team.   

 

What would you say to wives whose husbands are in 

ministry? 
 

Donna Neville: Don’t put your husband’s in an impossible situation!  You 

must understand how a man is wired and you must understand his call 

from the Lord.  You should never put him in a situation where he is having 

to “choose” between you and ministry.   

Men and women are wired differently.  Women basically are 

wired relationally while men find their value and worth by what they are 

accomplishing.  My suggestion for the wives is to understand this aspect of 

your husband and not read “rejection” into his passion for ministry and the 

time he spends laboring in the church.
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5 
_____ 

Enlarging Vision 
 

“And if the LORD thy God enlarge thy coast, as He 
hath sworn unto thy fathers, and give thee all the land 
which He promised to give unto thy fathers;” (Deu 19:8 

KJVR) 
 

 
 Larry and Janet Neville had the same roots in 
evangelism as Mike and Donna. They were also about to cut 
their teeth on pastoring. The main difference between these two 
brothers was that Mike was a pastor with a burden for missions, 
while Larry was a missionary who often pastored. Larry felt 
himself drawn toward a group of Foursquare pastors with a 
vision both for church planting and world evangelism. This 
involvement would be critical in both of the brother's futures.  
 The Jesus People movement was raging across 
America and young people were getting saved in droves. On the 
West Coast, Chuck Smith of Calvary Chapel was tapping this 
youth explosion. Larry and Mike were young people that mainly 
preached in older churches. They longed to see their generation 
touched but could see it would be tough to bring these kids into 
traditional Pentecostal churches. In revivals Larry would see 
many of those with long hair and jeans come to meetings but the 
churches pushed them out. 
 In Arizona there was a growing network of churches 
starting and Larry Neville began preaching in some of these. 
There had been real revival in the small town of Prescott, 
Arizona. These young converts were blank pallets on which the 
Bible could work its power; they had no concept of church as 
either boring or dead.  
 Bucking the denominational trend, these converts were 
not sent away to a Bible school, but were home grown in the 



 Chapter 5 
 Enlarging Vision 

45 

practical environment of the church. They later learned that 
across America, churches were rediscovering this Biblical, hands 
on method. Pastors were frustrated with an educational system 
that seemed to kill life rather than create it, and many started "in-
church" discipling programs. 
 These churches in Arizona were aggressively planting 
churches and in revival. When Larry met the pastor of the 
Foursquare church in Prescott the man asked him, “What can I 
do to help you?”  
 To Larry this was a fresh approach in the highly 
competitive church world. Everyone before had wanted to know 
what Larry could do for them. With their help, Larry moved his 
family to Arizona and began pioneering a church in Phoenix. 
  When Larry moved to Phoenix he encouraged Mike to 
come and see what God was doing in this group of churches. As 
Mike came over to preach in the churches and attend 
conferences the ideas for church planting and discipleship began 
to come together. Many key friendships started in these years. 
This was new wine. 

A Fateful Journey 

 It was through the choir that they got their first 
opportunity to see what God was doing. They decided to get a 
bus and go on tour. Traveling through the Southwest, they 
stopped in a little cracker box building, housing a pioneer church 
in Tucson, Arizona. Harold Warner was the pastor, and the 
church was like nothing any of them had ever seen. Young 
people packed in one on top of the other. The people loved the 
choir, but more importantly for Mike, his people loved the praise 
and the excitement displayed in that church. It was young, 
militant and unique. This church excited them. It confirmed what 
Mike had been feeling; God was going to move in young people. 
Maybe more important was the realization he wasn’t alone. 
Other pastors and churches were out there to partner with and 
learn from.   
  Mike and Johnny Dorris decided to attend a Bible 
conference on church planting and discipleship that January of 
1978. They caught the end of the meetings. This was raw "new 
wine" revival. The men were young and aggressive. Over the 
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next few years Mike was stimulated both by Larry's direct contact 
with this group and his own sporadic involvement and growing 
friendships. There was a unique focus and intensity here that let 
Mike know that what he felt was possible, really was. It was at 
this conference that a practical plan began to come together. 
The key to all this was the men that were coming into the church. 

Revivalist to Pastor 

 Mike was pouring himself into the church in Maywood 
and the payoff was worth it. His vision began to form. He wanted 
to build something that would last a long time and to build men 
that would go on after him. Mike could have kept preaching 
meetings to help meet the very real financial needs, (Maywood 
was small and broke) but he decided to take some part time jobs 
to pay the bills, while being home to train and disciple.  
 Mike sees the moving of God like the breaking of waves 
in the ocean. There would be a building momentum and force of 
revival that would break across the church scene and then 
recede. As the next wave came in it would have a part of the last 
in it. His dad had come out of the revival in the 50's. This had 
been a move of God founded in prayer for the sick and 
evangelistic services. Much of the best of that move would 
become a part of the church of the seventies, but God was doing 
something new and fresh in Mike's generation with a stronger 
emphasis on the local church and discipleship.  
 Many churches put roadblocks in the way of the ministry. 
Because of traditions, habits and past patterns they make Bible 
school a requirement which puts preaching in the distant future. 
Only the most determined young men and women find their way 
into a pulpit. Mike was ready to change the system.  In the future 
he foresaw it would often seem easier to go into the ministry than 
to stay out of it. The most exciting thing that happened in those 
early days was when men started to rise up and say, "I want to 
preach, I want to be like you." This was indescribable to Mike.  
 He knew that these men needed training, and real 
opportunities for expression. To accomplish this, three great 
ministries developed. One was tied to radical evangelism and the 
other two, to the developing of both preachers and great 
Christians. 
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Three Simple Keys 

 First he created a local forum for these men to preach 
and witness in. They were not always traditional in their 
approach, but they got the word out. Many churches are afraid of 
offending someone and so reach no one. The New Testament 
church put its priority on evangelism even if it meant a few 
beatings and jail sentences. In doing this they caused many 
waves but they reached a lot of people. Praise Chapel set its 
goal to get the message out. Mike told them, "Go find a street 
corner to preach on," and they did. Soon groups of men and 
women headed out to the streets, anywhere sinners gathered 
was a target. One group decided to put gospel tracks in the local 
porno store. The Bible study leader told the guys, "Now while I 
distract the owner, you guys go put tracts in all the magazines, 
but don’t look at the pictures." Using hundreds of creative ideas 
from plays to concerts, the result would be many many people 
getting saved. 
 Second they began to develop these men. Monday 
nights became a time for training. The training was rooted in 
practical education. Evolving as it has gone along it still exists 
today. 
 The third force in the church would be the establishing of 
home groups. This would give men a chance to develop practical 
experience. This growing leadership base would also allow the 
church to absorb all those new people about to come in through 
revival. 
  The culmination of this would be in church planting. 
Revival to Mike was first, a move of God. Programs and plans 
are all important but the reality is that if God moves great things 
happen, if God's not in it, it's just flesh, and will collapse. Mike 
knew what had happened to him wasn’t his creation; the key to 
the future was to see what God was doing and follow that lead. 
The second key ingredient to him is men. Buildings and property 
and even money is meaningless without men to lead. Praise 
Chapel is the story of the men and women God has brought 
together. 
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Indigenous 

 The word indigenous just means self supporting and self 
propagating. Things can be beautiful (like a rose) but can’t 
reproduce. Praise Chapel isn’t so much a structure to hold you 
up as it is a platform to release you to see what you and God can 
do. 
  Mike and Donna, Larry and Janet just started to move 
and the purpose of God opened. They came out of great 
freedom and had no desire to create anything different. As they 
got involved in revival they just trusted God. While a church does 
all it can to help a baby church, the fact is that each of these are 
pretty much going to have to stand on their own or die. This is 
closer to the animal kingdom than the religious system. When an 
animal has a child it better start walking right away or a predator 
will get it. 
 Many of the churches started with very little help. As a 
pastor starts to reach people and the church grows as it’s able to 
support itself. From the beginning this idea has been at the 
foundation of ministry. We don’t promise success but an 
opportunity. Praise Chapel today is somewhere between 
denominations and independent churches. While there is a 
network of churches and deep friendships there are no real ways 
to force pastors to do anything. It’s a free association. When a 
church is started it’s expected to run itself. 

The thing that is required for it to function is indigenous 
believers that have the Holy Spirit teaching them, and don’t have 
to be babied and coddled but are strong in the Lord. These are 
the people that change the world. Sadly many churches turn 
their people into weaklings. Protecting them from struggle they 
keep them from strength. 

 The Emperor moth goes through a long struggle to 
escape its cocoon. If you take away the struggle by opening the 
cocoon for it you leave it a cripple. It’s the struggle that gives it 
the strength to fly. Here is the story of struggle and great 
strength. 

Kingman 

 The first church to go out of Maywood was an unplanned 
birth. Allen Cates had been coming to the church when he felt 
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God deal with him to start a church in Arizona. It wasn’t 
convenient or the timing great for the Maywood church. In fact 
Mike wasn’t even thinking at the time about planting churches, 
but he saw Gods finger prints on the opportunity. Unable to do 
much more than blow a kiss and say we will pray for you, they 
sent Allen and Carol Cates off. This was in 1978. 
  Allen started services outside Kingman in Chloride, 
Arizona, in a bar room. They had to clean up the spilled beer and 
bottles left over from Saturday night’s party to hold services 
Sunday mornings. Nothing exceptional happened until 1979 
when he moved his deadly dozen to a small storefront in 
Kingman, Arizona. There were maybe 20 people in the church, 
but Gods promise to those "faithful in small, being given much" 
was about to kick in. 
  Allen was and is a wild man, an awesome, walking, 
talking soul winning machine. Never one to wear a 
denominational brand, Mike believed in him in spite of his 
independence. He antagonized some but he left in his wake a 
strong impression, one that forced people to make a decision. 
  The building stunk, sometimes literally when the old 
toilets ran over into the sanctuary. They didn’t have a thousand 
square feet to meet in, but God was drawing some key people 
together. The history of a great church is not the story of a pastor 
only but of a group of people that God brings together. In the 
New Testament we can see this in the books Paul wrote. He 
filled these letters with the names of the people that had made a 
difference in those cities and in his life. Christ himself came not 
to build an audience but to make disciples and release those 
men and women into the world.  
 Praise Chapel found, that if they would pray and be 
obedient, there were people ready and waiting to respond in 
building a church. A key factor in this church would be Lloyd 
Wissinger. He got saved in his trailer, and from that moment he 
became one of those exceptional people addicted to the gospel. 
 Art and Donna Pearls were another key link. He was a 
converted Jew that took over the follow-up ministry. You couldn’t 
shake him or his faith. The church was small but strong and 
ready to explode.  
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A Personal View: 

What are three critical things in starting a church? 
 

Carl Friedrich: 

1. You must begin by winning the lost to Jesus Christ. Do not make the 

mistake of focusing on Christians who have attended other churches. The 

new convert may not know how to give, or how to live, they may even be 

biblically illiterate, but they are a clean slate on which to impart the Word 

of God. The new convert will be loyal and committed to their new church. 

2. Spend time with the new converts. Resist the temptation to just speak to 

them in sermon form. They will need an illustration of a life lived 

according to the Word they hear preached from your pulpit. Remember, 

the church which launched you was large and had many people helping 

with the process of making disciples, but in the pioneer work, you simply 

cannot delegate the work of making disciples. This will take the majority of 

your time, effort, and creative thought. 

3. Make your vision clear from the very beginning. The new convert will 

look to give their life for a cause greater than themselves. Challenge them 

to grow, by giving them a purpose for their life and expecting great things 

from them. 

 
Larry Neville: A good relationship and open communication with the 

sending pastor and church. A clear direction of the Holy Spirit. A strong 

faith relationship with the Lord.  

What keeps you from quitting? 
 
Larry Neville: I have never given that any thought. What is there to quit? 

How can you quit the ministry? If  I leave pastoring there is still a lot of 

ministry I can do. I might change the ministry I am doing but I do not quit 

the ministry. I have been in the ministry all of my life, first with my parents 

involved in the music, then with my brother as evangelist. I have been a 

youth pastor, worship leader, Janet and I have been evangelist, 

missionaries, assistant pastors, – you name it! We never quit the ministry.   

What are the biggest problems people face in the future 
 
Omar Lopez: Our society is losing its values, the media corrupts, Internet 

junk tempts, and the church is becoming a social club not a God encounter. 
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6 
_____ 

More than a Church 
 

“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it 
after many days.” Ecc 11:1 KJVR   

 

 
 On the way to a conference in 1980 Mike and Johnny 
drove through Ontario, California. With the smell of cow dung 
heavy in the air from the dairy preserve and seeing all the 
houses, Mike made the comment, "This would be a great place 
to start a church."  
 While Johnny liked the idea of starting churches, he 
wasn’t planning to be the planter of one. Johnny responded, “I 
wouldn’t live in a place like this” and feeling something strange 
come over him, quickly changed his words to, “I wouldn’t want to 
live here”, but his fate was sealed. While spiritually rejuvenated, 
he still dreamed of success and money. He mocked the idea of 
becoming a Pastor himself. On that Friday night of the 
conference, while the choir was singing, "Go ye into all of the 
world," Johnny knew that God had called him to Ontario.  
 When Johnny came back from conference, he 
committed to plant a church. He started to hold home bible 
studies in Ontario, California. Thirty people were soon coming 
out to a small living room, every week they would ask, “can we 
start a church”, so he went looking for a building. With a pledge 
of $600 dollars a month from the Maywood church for support. 
He found a rundown little house on Euclid, that the owner was 
asking $1200 a month for. Johnny talked her down to $300, with 
three payment increases of $300 over the next year, and with a 
little remodeling a church was born on April 20, 1980.  
 It started with Johnny preaching a week long revival and 
people getting saved in the very first service. Many of the people 
from the first service are in the church today. Johnny attacked 
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the problem of revival all out, and if you got in the way he was 
going to run you over. One memorable service was on a Sunday 
night, with 70 woman and two men, he preached on "Mad Dogs 
for Jesus." Until then the church had been mainly Catholic 
women whose husbands stayed as uncommitted as they had 
when their wives went to mass. Johnny wasn’t going to leave 
things that way. He preached that night like he never had before, 
telling them, "This was the night they needed to believe for their 
husbands." These women got so excited that several ran out of 
the service before it was even over. They headed home with fire 
in their eyes to "nail the old man." The next service a lot of TV’s 
were shut off and husbands in church. The revival in Ontario was 
explosive.  
 They moved out of that first building into another building 
on Holt Avenue to make room for the crowds. Johnny's hard-
headedness and lack of tact soon had him in trouble with the city 
over permits. The city inspectors red-tagged his building and 
refused to turn the power on. Johnny loved a fight. He rented a 
generator and thumbed his nose at the authorities. The church 
was unstoppable. The only cooling was some dry ice in a swamp 
cooler and a few fans that blew the hot air around. Lights 
flickered on and off and people dripped with sweat, but few of 
those coming seemed to notice. You couldn’t find a place to sit in 
that little southern California oven. Often they were without 
power, cooling or parking but they had a great presence of God. 

The Core 

 It was there in those crowded services and wild 
outreaches that the core formed. So many gang members were 
getting saved that a tattoo shop across the street began to feel 
threatened. The owner was heard mumbling about getting 
Johnny if he didn’t quit ruining his business. By then the church 
wasn’t real worried by threats. In the services were some of the 
toughest men and women in Ontario. Johnny was their pastor 
and they would protect him.  
 The church was running over 200 people and would 
have had more if there were anywhere to put them. Johnny 
became Mike’s right arm in many ways. Having this strong 
church partnering was a huge asset to the expanding fellowship. 
Johnny spent almost as much time preaching for other churches 
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as he did his own. Great people were coming in. Richard and 
Lori Joy would be the first couple to be sent out of the Ontario 
Praise Chapel. In 1984, when Richard got saved it was just in 
time! Invited out by a friend to a revival service, there was little to 
impress you. He walked into a room where about twenty five 
people were listening to a wild evangelist, but Richard knew God 
had brought him there.  
 For ten years he had been involved heavily in the martial 
arts. He was working out at several different studios, when he 
got a chance to go professional as a full contact fighter. 
Promised money and fame, Richard knew that he needed 
something different. Problems with alcohol or drugs brought 
many to Christ, but Richard had a bad temper. When he lost it, 
he lost it. He had knocked out his girlfriend several times in fights 
that went from yelling to physical abuse. Fear was the only 
reason she stayed with him. Lori knew Richard would kill her if 
she left. After he got saved he stayed involved in the martial arts 
for a while but it began to bother him. How was it possible that 
the same hands that one night he lifted in praise the next night 
he used to beat someone up with? He left the fighting behind 
and threw himself completely into the gospel. Richard was not 
one to take instructions. The year before he got saved he had 
eleven jobs, but with Johnny he met someone that he could 
respect.  

Trusting People 

 Success is great but church planting is never easy or 
without struggles. The third church to be planted by Mike went 
into San Diego. Jessie Young was the pastor. When he shut it 
down and came home with one convert the joke was that he was 
their $10,000 disciple. Mike preached a message that Sunday 
titled “Hope Deferred” with the scripture “Hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick.” Prov.13:12. Mike knew that to some degree it 
was a matter of odds, if there were enough churches sent out 
some were going to succeed. 
 Connectivity has been a major factor of the Praise 
Chapel revival. Mike and Larry grew up in the independent 
evangelistic culture but learned early in their ministries the need 
to connect with others of like vision. While the core of the 
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movement is new converts who get saved and trained in the 
ministry. Christians with a heart to do more have always played a 
key role. Christians like the Manchas, Menchacas and Salsidos 
would be critical. They may have been saved and filled with the 
Spirit somewhere else but they were released to their destiny in 
Praise Chapel. These were people hungry like Mike and Donna 
for the moving of the Spirit and a fresh outbreak of God. 
  If anything made Mike unique it was his willingness to 
trust some people no one else saw value in or passed over. 
Many of these first men and women didn’t look like the types 
God would use, but Mike saw something in them that others 
missed. Mike was never so consumed with building a big church 
or planting people to forget to appreciate common Christians. 
When I think of Mike I think of the scene in the movie “As good 
as it gets,” Where Jack Nicolson tells Helen Hunt, “You make me 
want to be a better man.” 
 Mike was that kind of pastor. He made you want to do all 
you could for God and refused to hold anyone back. 

Don McCamish 

 Revivals and music would be two of the big draws in 
these early days. Don McCamish (an evangelist from Southern 
California) was a real asset in the churches. Don is Donna 
Neville's father and an old-time Pentecostal preacher with a 
gifting to fit in anywhere. He had a special gift to come into a 
small church and cause a spiritual earthquake. Don was the guy 
that could draw the crowds and pray for miracles. A good 
musician, he would start a service with songs. Breaking into 
some of the great choruses of Pentecost he would have people 
lifting their hands and clapping. Shifting gears, he picked up his 
Bible and set down his guitar. A gifted preacher and storyteller, 
Don was always interesting. A favorite topic was the end times, 
but it was just as likely for Don to make some story of the Bible 
come alive. If one word were to describe him, it would be 
encourager, but the big attraction was when God used him in 
The Word of Knowledge or prophetic ministry. 
 Don might line up everyone in the church that had pain, 
and pray for them, and in most cases the pain would go. The 
word of knowledge ministry is referred to in I Corinthians. It is 
where God, who knows everything, speaks a word into the heart 
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of an evangelist about the person he is praying for. It wasn’t 
uncommon for Don to tell a young man or woman about their 
past and give them hope for their future. These words salvaged 
many a new convert by a critical word at a critical time. 
  God was fitting together a network of ministers and 
preachers that would continue to spread everywhere. Praise 
Chapel wasn’t driven by preaching or one personality, but was a 
combination of ministries that were released in the church to 
reach and build people. Soon the idea would begin to develop of 
winning, building and sending. 

Sun Valley 

 
 Another key figure from outside Praise Chapel would be 
Dave Riggs. Dave had been a heroin addict who had gotten 
saved and trained in a skid row mission. Launched from an 
independent ministry he was looking for a place of fellowship 
when he met Mike. He pulled in with them when he realized they 
had the same vision he did. When he went out to start the forth 
church he went after people at the bottom who no one else cared 
about. To do this he put the church in a less than ideal location. 
The building was in a rough neighborhood, surrounded by bars, 
where it was common to have drunks staggering in to disrupt the 
services. One old drunk (Corn Flake) came by regularly, to sing 
drunkenly while everyone else was praying, Corn Flake yelled 
out questions in the middle of the sermon; he was a pest. In 
those first couple of years windows were shot out, and the pastor 
was threatened with machetes and guns. It took nerve just to 
park your car and walk to the door of the Sun Valley church.  
  The strength of the church was the boldness that 
developed out of those early days. During one revival they 
moved the services outside to the sidewalk. While carrying a 
cross through the streets, they went marching past a punk rock 
bar called Godzilla. Everyone at the bar looked different. Their 
hair was a rainbow of colors chopped into bizarre shapes. Safety 
pins stuck through ears and noses and their music was wild and 
loud. Everyone started witnessing to these punk rockers. 
  When a police helicopter flew over the bar, it set off a 
young man who was loaded. Wanting to help, some of the 
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church people took him back over to their building. The other 
punk rockers thought these wild Christians were kidnapping their 
friend. A cry rang out, "They're stealing one of our friends, let's 
go get them." The crowd emptied from the bar and ran toward 
the church trying to kick the doors in and threatening to blow up 
the building. Next to the church was the hang out for the 
"Chosen Few," (a motor cycle gang) who hated punk rockers. 
When they saw the fight they came streaming out of their 
clubhouse yelling, "Hey, the punk rockers are beating up the 
Christians! Let's help them (the Christians) out." Jumping the 
fence, the fight got serious. A huge biker was yelling, "those 
guys over there turn the other cheek, but we don't," as he hit the 
man in front of him. This wasn’t a traditional church.  

Breakthroughs 

 Churches grow for many reasons. Sun Valley grew 
because of revivals and miracles. Prophecies came regularly 
during the church services, people came to services to see and 
experience the power of God moving. Doctors told two women 
that they couldn’t have children. Both received prophesies that 
they would have children in a year, and they did. 
   Harold was a quadriplegic who had not heard or talked 
in 45 years. People couldn’t believe it when he heard sounds for 
the first time. Those were the services that made people think 
they had stepped back into the days of the Bible, when Jesus 
caused the deaf to hear and the blind to see. 
 Two ladies in the congregation were in a serious 
accident on their way to church. Doctors didn’t think the one with 
the skull fractures would live. The church began to pray. When 
the doctors came out of the operating room an hour later, they 
said they were both going to live. But, Sarah's hip was so bad 
that she would never walk normally again. At a revival service 
she screamed out during prayer, and people came running, she 
had thrown down the crutches and was starting to walk. Both 
women were healed.  

El Monte 

 Frank and Valerie Salcido were the fifth couple sent out 
of Praise Chapel, leaving for El Monte on March 1, 1982. 
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Everything had come together for them when a family that lived 
in El Monte had asked for a Bible study. Mike asked Frank to 
leave the study he was doing and take over this one. He told 
him, "Brother this thing could turn into a church, and we just don't 
know what will happen." Now those words were rapidly coming 
true. In just a month, they were having 25 out for the study. It 
was obvious someone needed to start a church here. 
 It was tough to leave the mother church. This was where 
their friends were, but it was exciting also. Frank drove a truck 
during the day and ministered at night. They got a building after 
a month and the church started to grow rapidly. On their one-
year anniversary they had 125 out to hear Don McCamish 
preach.   
 They stayed a year and eight months in El Monte and 
then turned it over to Phil and Dee Dee Hernandez. When they 
announced the change at Bible conference, it was a shock. This 
was the first pastor change in any of the churches, and Louis, a 
member, yelled out, "Why?" Church changes would never be 
easy but they were an important part of the expansion that God 
had called Praise Chapel to. 

Earth fillers or kingdom builders 

 In Genesis is the story of Cain. A man God loved but 
who refused to obey God. God said to wander and he built a city. 
A thought that had a lot of power in the leaders of Praise Chapel 
would be whether they would be city builders or kingdom 
builders. Many churches are more concerned about control than 
release. While the pastor may get a bigger salary by holding on 
to people the best way to expand the kingdom is church planting. 
 Jesus took some rough characters and set them loose to 
change the world after only a brief time with them. They didn’t 
even have the Bible as we know it and yet did pretty well. Mike 
believed that God could use rough characters to accomplish his 
will. He had spent most of his life around religious people and 
knew that though they looked, sounded and smelled good they 
were often just white washed tombs. He began to trust in God 
more than appearance. 
 Sometimes in the testimonies people gave, they even 
cussed a little, some leaders fell back into sin but so did some of 
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the disciples of Jesus. The key was to release. First they just 
started to give people expression in the church. The ushers often 
were close to a gang, the street preaching a little angry, but 
people were being touched. 
 Most people only have the first three years to bear the 
most fruit from their lives, after that they will have lost touch with 
their sinner friends. Praise Chapel sends people out to witness 
immediately. They didn’t just let people teach Bible studies and 
do dramas but they released them to pastor. Most of the guys in 
the ministry wouldn’t qualify in a lot of groups, but it’s some of 
those groups that are starting to ask these guys for help. The 
pastors were given the basics and kicked out to learn on the job 
while there are problems with this; every other method has its 
problems too. 
 Revival has always been this; Moses takes a bunch of 
slaves and creates a nation. To do it he found the best that was 
there and made them rulers of 10 and a hundred. When the 
Salvation Army started to reach drunks or the Methodists the 
poor and broken, it was these that became the ministry. By the 
time they’re cleaned up and educated they’ve often lost the fire. 
Praise Chapel has always worried less about offending people 
than about convicting people. 
 Everything about Jesus was a picture of release. All the 
traits of the Spirit; Servants, lovers, submitters, givers all are 
moving in a direction that is releasing not taking. The idea of the 
tithe is a great picture of this. The ninety percent with God is 
better than the hundred percent without him. Somehow when 
you let go you get more back. Praise Chapel has learned that by 
planting churches we spread the kingdom. This is faith. 
 Many look at Maywood and see a church that’s well 
above average in size but nothing great. What they don’t see is 
well over ten thousand people meeting every Sunday across 
America because of the release of 35 of its couples, but maybe 
ten times that number around the world, and the best is yet 
ahead. 
 

A Personal View: 

How do pastors most easily get hurt? 
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Carl Friedrich: I think that most pastors have soft hearts and a strong 

desire to help people. As a whole, they are loyal and deeply committed to 

spend their time and resources to bring about positive change in the lives 

of those they serve. Because of these characteristics, the potential for 

extreme pain exists when people leave their church and go to another. 

After the investment of time and effort extended on the behalf of those 

who leave, a sense of rejection or betrayal can take hold on the pastor. 

Trying to keep proper perspective is critical to the mental and spiritual 

health of the pastor. One simply must remember, that each convert belongs 

to the Lord and that their attendance at church is strictly voluntary. All 

that we do for people is without strings attached, and is done for Jesus 

alone. 

 
Janet Neville: They expect too much from people. They begin to look to 

people or to think that they are serving people.  First we are serving the 

Lord. Everything is unto the Lord. The Lord is the Rewarder and Provider. 

When I invest time in people, I am doing it for the Lord. If the people fail 

they are not failing me but the Lord. I do not look to them for my support, 

emotionally, financially or spiritually. I look to the Lord. I do not take it 

personal when someone leaves or fails in some way.  

 

Larry Neville: Taking things to personal. Begin to think that it is “their 

ministry, church or people, “ when it is all God’s.   

Do you have any advice to working pastors? 
 
Larry Neville: There is no stigma to being a by-vocational pastor. Paul was 

apparently a tentmaker throughout most of his ministry.  I believe we need 

to take care of our families. I grew up in a time when pastors felt they 

needed to be “fulltime” even if it meant that their family had to do without. 

My mom used to call it, “Living by faith and not much of it.” Mike and I both 

would always work to provide for our families. When Janet and I traveled 

as evangelist, and I did not have a meeting, I would find work to do.   

Why do once on fire Christians seem to cool off? 
 

Larry Neville: It starts with the lack of personal discipline in their walk 

with the Lord. To make it the long haul we must practice Christian 

disciplines; Prayer, fasting, study of the Word, solitude, holiness, 

righteousness living and so forth.  People can blame their lukewarmness 

on many things, other people, and the church but here is the real issue. 

People have been on fire for God in prison, dungeons, at the gallows, in 
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communist countries where they had no church to attend. So don’t blame 

cooling off on your church, pastor, fellowship, world or the devil. 
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7 
_____ 

An Era of Church 
Planting 

 

“And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased 
abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding 
mighty; and the land was filled with them.” Exo 1:7 

KJVR   
 
 In just these first five churches you can see the impact of 
what started in Maywood. The mother church was growing so 
fast it could not find facilities to could fit into. California is one of 
the toughest areas for churches. Property values are high and 
cities slow to lose their tax base by letting churches expand into 
retail space. Mike was looking everywhere for property but it was 
too costly and impossible to get permission to occupy. 
 While these first churches weren’t easy to let go of it was 
fairly obvious that they hadn’t hurt the mother church and were in 
fact beginning to show powerful signs of life themselves. While 
the San Diego church hadn’t worked the other four were a great 
success. Ontario was filling each building it was put into. Before 
the end of the first year Johnny was hitting a hundred and 
breaking two hundred by the second. 
 Kingman would soon be one of the largest churches in 
that small city. Sun Valley was slow starting but soon throbbing 
with a unique ministry and life. El Monte would be a church that 
any pastor would love to take.   

Giving Your Best 

 Mike and Donna had several successful pastors around 
them counsel them to stop sending out people and build a large 
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church. It was obvious that this was a possibility, and lots of 
others were doing this. They chose release. 
 Seven things were concluded about church planting: 

1. Church planting was biblical, powerful, and left more 
room for the Holy Spirit to lead the church and do the 
impossible. 

2. While it might cost key couples and money in the mother 
church it allowed a much greater potential for growth and 
maturity in the kingdom overall. 

3. It kept churches leaner but also much more dynamic and 
involved. These churches chose to emphasize disciples 
not numbers. 

4. While the mother church might be smaller the pastor’s 
impact through release and synergy was often greater 
than in traditional models. (Most Praise Chapel pastors 
minister in situations the average pastor will never see: 
Revivals, conferences, overseas) 

5. Success has more to do with chance and opportunity 
than planning. Some men fail in one place and explode 
in another. The more you plant the more you see 
success.  

6. The majority of churches will plateau below 200 and it 
doesn’t matter how much money you pour in to it or what 
buildings you get. It won’t grow past this. But, release 
keeps the church expanding and growing. (While most 
pastors won’t grow past a hundred most can reach 30 to 
75 people.) 

7. Radical church planting allows God to use people that 
are overlooked in most churches, and gives great dignity 
to a local church.  
 

 Sure it would make them look good and even bring a 
better benefit package to build a big church, but it just wasn’t 
what God was saying to them. Every couple was the loss of a 
key leader and giver, but it seemed like the more you gave the 
more you got. The wild part of this was there was a pressed 
down shaken together and running over effect in this principle of 
release. Just in these first five churches there was such growth 
that any objective viewer would say this is a God thing, but it 
really gets interesting when you look a little deeper. 
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Expansion 

  The miracle is that within five years there would be more 
people in these four churches than in the mother church, (which 
would hit a thousand on some Sundays). The difference would 
only become more obvious with time. The real story can only be 
understood as you look back after twenty years and realize the  
impact of the churches that came from these four churches.  

Kingman 
 Out of a church that was unplanned would come fruit 
that would spread all over the country; Texas, Louisiana, 
Arizona, California, Wyoming, and Nevada would all have 
churches started in them. 
 Carl Friedrich was a local bar owner and car dealer that 
left his respected church to attend this small storefront church 
and shook the whole city, as well as greatly helping the finances 
of the Kingman church. He would go first to Buena Park, then to 
Anaheim and finally to Orange in Southern California and plant a 
church that by 2000 would head a network of over forty 
churches, ran hundreds and was affecting the world. Out of 
Kingman would come the Thurman brothers Fred and Mitch who 
would both play key roles in the future of Praise Chapel as well 
as Stan and Linda Elms, Arthur Pearls, Tim Masters, Dusty 
Hughes 
 Howard Pennington would take the Kingman church by 
the year two thousand to break 900 regularly on Sundays. 

Ontario California 
 The first church out of Ontario would be sent to 
Riverside with Richard and Lori Joy. The church would rapidly 
break a hundred and then three hundred. It would become a 
fellowship in its own right with pastors relating to Richard from all 
over.  
 Frank and Renate Navarro was the second church 
planted. They went to Haywood, California. The church was now 
committed to planting churches. Paul and Norma Diaz went to 
San Bernardino, California. Paul Diaz would move to Oregon 
and Al and Loretta Pimentel took the San Bernardino church. 
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Frank and Renate Navarro would leave Haywood, California a 
thriving church, to go to Mainz, West Germany, as the first 
overseas work out of the Ontario Praise Chapel.  
 Paul and Lori Pimentel would take the challenge to take 
over the church in Hayward. they got there with few people and 
limited prospects. He got a job with the phone company but soon 
was making more on the side doing part time work than his full 
time job paid. Paul’s church has always done well but much of 
his influence would come from the business God gave him. 
  Like everyone he’s had lots of battles and 
disappointments, but at the end of the day he’s built a 
multimillion dollar corporation that supports him and his boys 
while investing a portion of it all back into ministry and missions. 
It’s becoming a new pattern for working pastors.  

Sun Valley 
 Out of Sun Valley would go four couples that not only 
planted churches but fellowships of churches.  

The Madsens would plant several churches in Central 
California. One would be Spanish and it now has two churches 
it’s planted.  

Jimmy and Marie Lewis pioneered three churches 
themselves, and one of those in England. Jim would have a 
Harvesters that brought back workers from four continents and 
travels everywhere in the world helping missionaries from a 
church of under two hundred.  

The Garays would put several other churches around 
them, then plant in Israel, and Samoa and begin a multi campus 
approach in their own ministry reaching several small towns 
around Seattle. 
  Maybe the greatest impact though would be from Frank 
and Victoria Donker who ended in Ghana, Africa. There in 
Central Africa is a vital nation with a horrible history but a 
wonderful future. Frank could have stayed and had it easy in the 
States but instead he and his wife returned to impossible battles, 
but great testimonies. The church runs hundreds and has 
planted close to twenty churches itself.  

El Monte 
  The El Monte church would have a number of pastors 
until Phil and Dee Dee came back after being missionaries and 



  

 Chapter 7 
 An Era of Church Planting 

65 
 

helped Mike and Donna for years at the mother church. When 
they lost their building they met in the park for over a year, but 
the church is alive and well. Today this church is a fellowship 
within the fellowship, growing and planting 5 churches. Each 
church and couple would play a part in this developing story. 
These churches wouldn’t be tied to a certain personality but 
would begin to take on a life of their own. 

If you added the attendance in the churches these four 
planted the totals would be in the thousands and still growing. 
This is the power of revival and scattering seed. 

Release 

 The first intentional church plant was in 1980 in Ontario 
California. The start was slow but persistent. Today if you visit 
Huntington Park, you feel almost let down. It’s in the roughest of 
neighborhoods and the building, while decent, isn’t going to set 
off envy in the heart of many pastors. But the key isn’t in a 
building or a single location. Like the ripple created by a rock 
thrown into a lake, out of Huntington Park is going a spreading 
influence through church planting that’s affecting the world. At 
first only a few churches existed, but as they partnered together 
the synergy increased. Positioned at the beginning of a new 
century are over 200 churches birthed in the United States. They 
often aren’t in the best part of town and seldom attract people 
from other churches, but on any given Sunday, thousands of 
people are lifting their hearts and hands in worship throughout 
America. 
  If the story stopped there it would be great, but in over 
30 nations there are national churches affiliated closely with 
Praise Chapel. They represent tens of thousands of people 
touched by the gospel. 
 The most exciting part of the story is that it’s regular 
people and even some that most churches would reject who are 
being used greatly. Mike Neville never saw himself as some 
super star, just someone that God used. Mike didn’t stand out for 
either beauty or defects. His greatest assets were his optimism, 
his love for people, and his love of preaching. He could light up a 
stage with his smile, but he could also fill the altars with the 
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challenge to repent and change. Linked to Mike are a host of 
others that represent every race and personality imaginable. 
 The key to all this would be those first few churches. If 
they did well it would inspire others. It wouldn’t be until three or 
four of these were going that the idea would really begin to hit 
the disciples as something they could do. Mike knew this and 
was preparing his best people to think about church planting. 

A Personal View: 

How has giving effected your call and ministry? 
 

Carl Friedrich: When I first gave my heart to God, I would have 

considered myself to be a giving person, yet in reality there was little 

evidence of this. As I listened to preachers speak of the tithe, everything in 

me screamed that they were after my money. Talk of mission giving would 

have been met with a token gift at best. But as I studied God’s revelation 

concerning money, I felt the conviction of His Holy Spirit. God’s Word 

declared that if I were to operate my financial affairs within the revelation 

of His divine truth, that He would become engaged with me in this area in a 

supernatural way.  

Time has proven His Word to be true. As I stepped out to apply 

God’s Word in the tithe and in liberal giving to the work of God, I am living 

testimony of His provision. Every major step of my life and ministry, from 

the sending of international workers to the procuring of church buildings, 

has been met with supernatural assistance in an undeniable way. One 

example would be when I was in the first year of the ministry in our 

church and we had outgrown our building. I was trying to set aside the 

money needed to move, but financially all of the buildings adequate for our 

needs were out of my reach. While at a Bible Conference, there was an 

opportunity to send a worker to Africa, and as the offering was taken, I felt 

God speak to me to give all of the money I had set aside for the move. In 

obeying God, I can’t tell you that I was not fearful, but within three days of 

me releasing those funds God had supernaturally provided a building that 

was beyond my ability to believe, and He did it without me having any 

money at all! 

One of the things I discuss with those who desire to go into 

ministry is the importance of learning the dynamics of liberality and 

stewardship of the resources entrusted to them. I can’t imagine how 

anyone could successfully navigate the financial end of church work 

without God’s blessing and provision. I tell them all to start now to learn 

faith giving, you will need God’s help in your life and ministry! 
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Larry & Janet Neville:  Giving is the force behind fruitfulness. From the 

beginning of our ministry we have given sacrificially. We learned early in 

the ministry to, “give our way out of need.” When we have a need – we 

give.  Giving to world missions has been most important to us.  Our giving 

enables us to teach others to give. I see people who want to go into the 

ministry but they are not givers. I know they will have a difficult time 

making it in the ministry. We have given all of our money away many 

times. We have given all of our food. I hardly have ever sold or traded a car 

in, I have almost always given them away.  

Should pastors tithe? 
 

Larry Neville: No, a pastor and anyone who desires to be blessed in the 

ministry must give more than a tithe.   

What were the things that helped you as a young 

Christian? 
 
Omar Lopez: The church preaching on repentance, outreaching on the 

streets, fellowship, and being at church whenever the doors were open. 

Will all churches plant a church? 
 

Carl Friedrich: When I send a couple out of our church to pioneer a new 

work for God, it is with the intent and purpose that they will produce 

converts for the Lord Jesus Christ and will work with those converts to 

produce disciples who will live their lives to glorify God. I would fully 

expect that this would produce men and women who passionately love 

God and want to obey His command to “go into all the world and make 

disciples…”. That being said, this should happen naturally, and without 

pressure being placed upon that church  to send out workers. God alone 

calls His people and that should not be artificially done to promote our 

vision.
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8 
______ 

At Home 
 

“To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the 
gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  (10)  To another the 
working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another 

discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of 
tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:” 

1Co 12:9-10 KJVR 
 
 
 The real action was still centered in the Maywood 
congregation. Far from hurting them planting churches was like 
tithing the more they gave the more they seemed to get. Wave 
after wave of revival seemed to hit the church and new ideas and 
outreaches were everywhere. The most exciting thing was the 
new people coming in. 
 Bobby was the first Manchaca to come into the church. 
Bobby and his seven brothers lived in a tough neighborhood, 
and it made them tough, even mean.  But God began to move in 
this family. He was saved outside Praise Chapel but it was with 
Mike and Donna he discovered his purpose. Bobby had just got 
out of the military and he was a key to a lot of the discipline and 
militancy in the church. He was so hungry to do something for 
God that one day he saw that the guy who flipped the 
transparencies was gone. He jumped in and that guy came back 
to find his ministry gone. 
 He was a mailman during the day but a preacher at work 
or at home. Bobby preached hard and he either made guys mad 
or glad. His sermons were on the three P’s; pioneering, prayer 
and preaching. His lease was running out on his apartment, but 
between church and the post office, he didn’t have time to look 
for a place to move. He was at church on Wednesday and had 
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saved $500 for a deposit. Mike took an offering and Bobby felt 
God say put it all in.  
 That night he had a dream of a house, and the next day 
at work he saw that house he had dreamed about. There was no 
for sale sign or for rent signs, but when he looked in the window 
there wasn’t any furniture either. He asked a neighbor if anyone 
lived there and got a number for the owners. He met this elderly 
man after work that was ready to rent to him, until Bobby had to 
tell him he that he had no money. The guy was irate. 
  Bobby said, “God told me, if you let me move in, God 
will bless you.” The old guy couldn’t believe he did it, but he gave 
him the keys to the house. 
 Bobby was already developing the disciplines of prayer 
that would be an unshakable foundation to his faith. If he was 
going to pray he expected those that were his friends and 
disciples to come to. God used Bobby to convict many to 
develop their own discipline of pray. You can find Bobby today at 
five AM praying. 

Revival Builds 

 The Homies in 1981 at Huntington Park were Woody 
Calvary, Mark Amaya  and others. They were from the gangs 
and great disciples. Colorful and militant they were at the heart of 
the church in the eighties. The church then was as much 
recognized by tattoos as ties. Things could be pretty militant but 
Mike always lightened things up by his personality.
 Huntington Park grew to double service and then divided 
during the week, with half meeting on Wednesday and half on 
Friday. Sunday nights they had to begin to rent two schools and 
have service there while the rest of the church met at the 
Huntington Park building.   

One of the main things Praise Chapel became known for 
was the dramas. They loved turning the message of Jesus into 
something contemporary and convicting. These started with 
short skits and take offs from TV, but over the years these 
dramas would develop into full-blown productions that drew 
thousands. 

Friday nights became the radical service.  Sundays and 
Wednesdays were the more traditional, with singing and 
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preaching. Fridays were where the bands played and they did 
humorous and serious skits. The real action though was these 
young men got their first chance to preach, and organize an 
event. One big problem was the neighbors. They hated the noise 
and would call the police most weeks. 

In 1979 they started doing the big plays that Praise 
Chapel would be famous for. On Easter at Bell High School they 
drew 1,000 people. This was a dramatization of the Bible for 
today, something close to a modern parable. The most popular 
plays would be about gangs and drugs. It wasn’t uncommon for 
people to be killed by the dozens. In the play they wanted it 
made clear, that sin didn’t pay. At the end of the play there was 
always a dramatic conversion and when the altar call was given 
hard core sinners and gang members were weeping at the 
altars. 

The most famous was written by Woody Calvary, 
“Hommie Don’t You Know Me.” It was about a cholo living in a 
messed up family. The son is gang banging and his sister gets 
saved. It would run for over a decade. Woody played the main 
character, Smiley. Bobby and Melinda Manchaca were the father 
and mother, Fernando a police officer, Ronnie Chavez and Mark 
Amaya a couple of homeboys. One of Smiley’s home boys 
Toppo gets saved and starts to share with his friends who mock 
him. He’s witnessing at a party and as they harass him he says, 
“Hommie don’t you know me?” A rival gang comes and Toppo 
gets shot. Smiley realizes that he saved his life and gets saved. 
 During the dress rehearsal the night before they were to 
open people started to fill the church. When they asked Mike 
what to do he said to get them saved. They had two shows the 
night before the official opening. 
 Lines stretched around the block for those first shows 
and easily 500 people got saved the first weekend it was 
showed. 

The Eighties 

 The early eighties were a wild time in the church. It 
wasn’t a religious environment at all. It was close to what Paul 
must have meant in Philippians 1:18 when he said that there 
were lots of people doing right for the wrong reasons but 
notwithstanding the gospel is preached. People would get 
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gloriously saved, only to fall back into sin. Then someone would 
reach back out to them and they got right. 
  At the core of the church was prayer at five in the 
morning where 30-40 showed up. The outreaches on the 
weekend sometimes lasted all night. No one said you had to do 
anything but it was something in the people that made them want 
to be involved. In those prayer meetings and outreaches were 
many of the future pastors and leaders of Praise Chapel. There 
was such momentum that people were just drawn to pray. Mike 
would be behind the pulpit praying and Joe Menchaca pacing. It 
was great times. 

A Youth Revival 

 Omar Lopez was born into a family of seven brothers in 
South Los Angeles, California.  It was a rough neighborhood with 
a lot of drugs and violence.   His older brothers got caught into 
the whole scene and their house was the place for the homies in 
the neighborhood to hangout. It was not unusual to see 30 to 50 
guys in front of the house on any given night.  In 1978 they 
moved to Huntington Park to get the boys into a better 
environment.    

An older brother had trouble sleeping and watched a lot 
of TV preachers. He wasn’t saved but he was captivated with the 
end times and began to tell Omar about the mark of the "Beast" 
and the last days. It made Omar interested in the Bible. He was 
sixteen years old and attending Huntington Park High school, 
when a guy in the park gave him a chick track. He thought it was 
a joke at first. He was a catholic and he was a little offended at a 
comic book about God. When he read the prayer on the back he 
said, “I need to do this,” it talked about revelations and the end 
times. He sent for every track he could get and started reading 
the Bible seriously. 

He went back to the Catholic Church for about three 
months but they never talked about the Bible. The services made 
no since and worse it was boring. His cousin’s brother in law 
came to a family event and started to witness to Omar’s cousin. 
He wasn’t interested but Omar overheard it and said, “I’m 
interested. Maybe your church is what I need.” The first time at 
Praise Chapel he had no idea what to expect. He went with a 
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friend named Tommy who seemed to know everyone there. This 
impressed him right off since at the Catholic Church no one 
knew anyone. He remembered being greeted at the door by 
some pretty rough looking guys but there was a genuine joy on 
them.  
 When the worship started he felt the presence of God, 
He couldn’t have said what it was he just felt something 
wonderful and the words made since to him. He knew at that 
moment he was in the right place and his search for a church 
was over.  He remembered his cousin saying that during the 
prayer they spoke in a different language and they wondered if it 
was German. Their friend said it was a heavenly language and 
they asked how they could get trained to speak that. 
 He came home that night and told his older brother 
about it and his brother said, “Are you sure this isn’t a fad?”  

“I’m sure this is what I’m going to do the rest of my life.”  
The church was running around 125 to 150 and still had theater 
seats in the building.  

Jed Smock 

 Jed Smock was coming for his second meeting when 
Omar came in. That first revival was a breaking point as people 
began to repent. It was April of 1981 and everyone was 
expecting something to happen. The place was packed every 
night and people were getting saved, and healed in droves. 
Twenty five people were filled with the Holy Spirit one night. 

On the first night Jed preached on how the Israelites 
conquered the enemy. He started knocking down the chairs the 
choir set in on stage, and the place went wild. Omar looked at 
his cousin and said, what do you think? He said, “I’ll never come 
to this church again.” He did come back and on the third night 
got saved. 
 This cousin had a girlfriend that he had been with for 
years who he married two months later. Omar had prayed for the 
Holy Spirit but wondered if it was real. Maria came up to him 
afterwards and asked him about what he had felt and when he 
expressed doubt she drug him back up front and grabbed people 
to pray with him until he got filled that night. He spoke for fifteen 
minutes at full volume. People started clapping but he knew 
nothing except that God was all over him. It shook many in his 
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family that saw this and they knew this had to be real. He 
believes today if he had left with doubts he might never have 
come back. In the church the power wasn’t just that they had 
great meetings it was everyone watching each other’s back and 
encouraging one another to get hold of God. He knew this was 
the right place for him.  
 There were no real Christians in his family, but soon four 
brothers, three cousins and lots of people from the neighborhood 
began to come in. Kids were coming in droves from the 
Huntington Park High School.  

Omar and Letty Lopez 

 He was on the gymnastics team at the school and Letty 
had been coming to see a friend of his that was on the team. 
When Omar found out he wasn’t interested in her he stepped in. 
He had just gotten saved and started walking her home. Soon 
they were dating and he began to share with her about Christ. 
Her mom was a diehard catholic and didn’t want her girl to have 
anything to do with Protestants. Her mom didn’t care if she 
partied but did care about her going to a protestant church. She 
snuck into several services and began to attend a high school 
bible study they had started that was soon running fifty.  

As Omar started to hang around more he won Letty’s 
mom over and she realized that maybe a protestant was better 
than some of the other guys coming around to date Letty’s five 
sisters. Letty was shy but also a spiritual anchor for Omar and 
nothing was going to stop them.  
 Since he was still in High school and thought of as a kid 
he wasn’t always able to get to Mike who was usually 
surrounded by people asking questions. So he would talk to 
Donna who was more available to the teens. Her main line was, 
“Keep doing what you’re doing and God will do the rest.” Many 
times he walked her to the car and talked to her as she waited 
for Mike to get done counseling. 

He would fill his little Toyota up for every service with 
friends and family. At this time people were flooding in. They 
took the theater chairs out and put in metal chairs to fit more 
people in the old Maywood building. 
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 Letty and him dated for three years before getting 
married and got more and more involved in the church. Probably 
ten of the gymnastics team got saved along with a bunch of 
friends. He joined the choir, the dramas; home sheep folds, and 
was on outreach at least three times a week. A favorite thing was 
to get on the bus and preach until they got kicked off. It was a 
great investment of fifty cents.  
 At Maywood Donna would sing specials every Sunday 
morning. Keith green songs were a big hit but so were many she 
wrote herself. Mike had a way of preaching that seemed made 
just for you. Three months after Letty and him got married pastor 
Mike came up and said to take a sheep fold. They split one. 
Omar was only nineteen and most that came were older than 
him but he was in the ministry.  

The place he really found himself was in the Saturday 
Night Alive services. These started to be for youth and featured 
bands and dramas, but soon they became the major outreach of 
the church. Mike told them that they needed to point the dramas 
at sinners not Christians’. He rocked the church when he stood 
up on a Sunday and said more people got saved in these service 
than in all the other services combined.  

At its’ height they had four drama teams and three 
bands. It was common to have visiting bands cancel and when 
that happened they got to preach and pray for the sick. Three to 
four hundred people were coming and young guys like Omar, 
Dave Hernandez and Ronnie Chavez made the old guys envious 
as they preached to hundreds.  

It was at the Saturday night alive scene that Mike had 
Omar lead worship for the first time. He was twenty. A year later 
he started to lead worship on Sundays when Phil Hernandez left 
to pastor in El Monte. Mike said, “You need to get a sports coat 
and show up looking good on Sunday.” 

Raymond and Gloria Figueroa 

 Raymond sold and used drugs. His wife had gotten 
saved a year before him and he wanted nothing to do with it. She 
finally prayed, fasted and harassed him into going to a marriage 
retreat. In between sessions Ray was out in the woods smoking 
dope. Around the fireplace Bobby Menchaca began to prophesy 
and call people to get right. Part of the reason Ray had come 
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was that he knew Bobby from before he got saved. He had been 
one of his best clients for drugs just a couple years earlier. Now 
here was a changed man. Ray felt the Spirit and broke down and 
got saved. That night he threw hundreds of dollars of pills, drugs 
and cigarettes into the fire. It was a total surrender. 
 It was 1982. He went from selling drugs to selling Jesus. 
The eighties were a time when different gangs were joining 
together at the church as one force. The guys from the 18

th
 

street and Florence gangs were just a few years earlier trying to 
kill each other and now they’re praying together. If that wasn’t 
enough their leader was this white guy Mike Neville that had 
come into the Barrio. Most of the guys were prejudiced and 
couldn’t believe a white guy wanted anything but their money. 
 Ray brought the home boys and drug addicts in. He 
changed from a horrible husband (angry and bitter) into a great 
husband and dad. A guy came into the Maywood church that 
had stabbed Ray back in his old life. Ray was so angry he 
wanted to go get a screw driver out of his car, but God convicted 
him and he let it go. That was a major turning point in his life, as 
he learned to forgive. These guys became great friends and both 
became pastors. 
 It was a unique time. It wasn’t uncommon to have to 
carry people out of the church; not because they fell under the 
power of God but because they were there in the flesh to cause 
trouble and the ushers taught them the fear of the Lord. There 
were even some protesters outside the church. Wild and crazy 
was a description of the church. Before Ray went out to pastor 
he was one of the church evangelists’ helping other churches.  

Ronnie and Terry Chavez 

 Ronnie Chavez got saved at 18 on May 27, 1984. It was 
Dave Arebalo that reached him. He had four step fathers and a 
mother that was a heroin addict. Living out the family curse he 
was a drug addict and an alcoholic himself. At the altar that night 
he was instantly delivered. With no home or place to live and 
only the clothes on his back, he felt the call of God that day. 
 His future wife Terry was 15 at the time and when they 
started to date they went to prayer meetings and outreaches 
instead of movies. Bobby Menchaca made him pray and fast for 
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her for months before he even talked to her. On the first real date 
he said “I’m going to be a pastor and if you don’t want to be a 
pastor’s wife you can leave.” 
 She told him, “Well I’m going to be a pastor’s wife and if 
you don’t want to be a pastor you can leave.” 
 Ronnie and Terry got married after two years, and they 
started teaching toddlers. This was their ministry for six years 
and it was here he learned to preach and teach. From there he 
took a Bible study and then the leadership of the drama. Ronnie 
stayed in Maywood for 9 years before he got sent out. Ronnie 
was the guy overlooked, it seemed like everyone else was called 
but him. An evangelist called him out but then humiliated him, 
calling him “an irresponsible disciple and a rebel, who’ll never do 
anything for God.” Ronnie went around the corner and decided 
then that what he did was for God and not man. 

Mark and Darlene Amaya 

 Mark and Darlene Amaya were another key couple that 
came in during this period. Heavily involved in the gang life; at 
age 15 Mark went to jail for being an accomplice in a murder. He 
wasn’t the shooter but he was in the car in a drive by shooting. 
Jail would be his home for the next three years. Mark was a drug 
dealer when out of jail. When he finally got saved he was doing 
$200 a day of heroin.  
 He had just kicked for the first time and remembered 
crying out to God. He knew he had to change his friends. He 
heard that the homeboys were going to a church in Maywood. A 
friend took him there in 1984. There were a hundred old gang 
members going to the church at the time.  Ten of them are 
pastoring now. He went there and went to the front. He never put 
a needle in his arm again. (Though he is known to get a little bit 
of a buzz off Sushi.) 
 It was there he met the girl he wanted to marry. The 
problem was that her brother thought that Mark was the guy who 
had stabbed him in a big gang fight. When he and Darlene got 
married several in the family threatened Mark and told Darlene to 
take out insurance on Marks life. 
  Mark Amaya followed the normal path of being a 
disciple; going on outreaches, and teaching a Bible study. Few 
could have seen the potential in their future. 
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Angel in the Fire 

 Fernando Villicana was “born again” at 17 unlike a lot of 
other converts he got saved before he could get in too much 
trouble. His life was what most dream of. He had married the 
woman he loved and they had three wonderful children. He had 
a job as a Los Angeles City firefighter. He was respected and in 
a few short years became an instructor in the Fire Academy. At 
the same time he started competitive bodybuilding and was 
featured in several publications including “Ironman Magazine.” 
  These were the priorities in his life and he attended 
Praise Chapel with his family just to keep the peace at home. 
Praise Chapel was experiencing a powerful move of God, 
planting new churches all over the world, but Fernando felt he 
had better things to do. Outwardly, he seemed to have things 
pretty much together but deep inside there was an emptiness. 
He was a man running from God.  The church and his wife Lisa 
were praying that he would surrender his life totally to but it didn’t 
seem to be working. 
 His fire company responded to a multi-story hotel fire in 
Los Angeles. The first floor was aflame. His main function was 
ventilating the roof. This made it easier for the engine company 
firemen to enter the building at the ground level to extinguish the 
fire.  
 After ventilating the roof by chopping a hole with their 
axes they were near exhaustion and in need of additional air 
cylinders. He got down to the truck when a Captain from another 
fire company said, "we need help on the second floor." My 
Captain told him "no problem," and turned and said "tear it up 
Fern." 
  "Yes sir," he answered. 
 The Captain is one of the last "Great Santini's", an 
original "Rambo" and there was no way he was going to let him 
down. The assignment was to go to the second floor and open 
the hallway walls with his axe and check for any vertical 
extension of the fire. When he got there heavy black smoke 
made it impossible to see any of the other firemen. Still tired it 
didn't take long to become winded again and suck up another air 
bottle. His bell was ringing and he knew he only had minutes of 
air left. He started to look for his way out of the building, but the 
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smoke was so thick and black he couldn’t see further than 6-8 
inches even with a flashlight. 
  It dawned on him, he was lost in a raging fire. Usually 
there would have been a hose line to follow out but he couldn’t 
find or see anything. To complicate things further, he thought 
some debris from the ceiling had lodged itself on his helmet and 
he couldn’t shake it off. Then he realized that it wasn’t an object 
but that the top portion of his helmet that had melted then cooled 
in a different shape over his face piece. 

 Encountering God 

 For a moment fear and anxiety griped him as he realized 
he wasn’t just jeopardizing his life but the future of his family as 
well. He could hear sounds all around the building; fire roaring, 
men working with axes, faint radio communications, but still no 
exit. He had to find a way out, and prayed "Lord help me, I'm 
going to die." No sooner did he say this than a scripture came to 
his mind. 
 "Fear not for I have redeemed thee, I have called you by 
thy name thou art mine, when thou walkest through the fire thou 
shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon you for I 
am the Lord thy God." Isaiah 43:1-3. 
   His breathing became labored as the air bottle went 
empty, the visibility was at zero, he disconnected the air hose, 
placed it under his coat knowing this would be the last few 
breaths of his life. In an act of desperation he knelt down on one 
knee and prepared to remove his face piece. He had seen so 
many deaths by smoke inhalation that he was determined to take 
the deepest breath possible to assure a quick death. With the 
face piece almost removed someone grabbed him under his 
arms. Forced back up on his two feet, he lunged forward. 
 As he raised the faceplate and took his last gasp he was 
amazed, to find his head sticking out a small window next to a 
fire escape. He not only had fresh air but a quick way out of the 
building. 
 He crawled out onto the fire escape and turned back to 
thank his rescuer. No one was there. After he had caught his 
breath the search was on for who had helped him out of that 
room? He questioned everyone who might have been in the 
building, knowing that anyone involved in the rescue would have 
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been more than happy to take the credit. None of the firemen 
had been near him, it was then he remembered the verse of 
scripture that had come to him, "When thou walkest through the 
fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon 
you for I am the Lord thy God."  
 He knew then that God had spared his life. He knew that 
another fireman on that smoky superheated burning floor didn’t 
help him but that an angel of the Lord (in the midst of the fire) 
does indeed “Acamp around them that fear him and delivereth 
him.”(PSALMS 34:7) A chill came over his body as the Lord 
began to deal with him about his destiny. Fernando from that 
moment was convinced that God had a plan for his life. A casual 
Christianity was done he began to get serious. 
  He asked God, and everyone else around him to forgive 
his arrogance and pride and he totally surrendered to the call of 
God.  From that moment on he got involved in everything the 
church had to offer. It was at a conference where he was 
supposed to be running a camera that Mike challenged men to 
go out and preach. He dropped to the ground and committed 
himself to be one of those.  

A Personal View: 

What are three of the biggest dangers to Christians 

today? 
 

Omar Lopez:  

1. lack of passion for God,  

2. not willing to give and serve,   

3. not giving God the glory. 

What would you say to churches and pastors about 

prayer? 
 

Carl Friedrich: There is a tremendous difference in the discipline of 

prayer from the days in the mother church to the pioneer work. Before one 

pioneers a church, they are used to being involved with regular, structured 

prayer meetings. At these meetings, others with a deep motivation to pray 

are there with you. There is a certain amount of accountability and 

motivation built into your prayer life. All of that changes in the pioneer 

work. Christ alone must become the motive for prayer. You are unable to 
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count on other prayer warriors to be there with you. No one is watching 

you or even notices if you are faithful to prayer or not. It is here that many 

lose that basic discipline of regular, consistent times  in which to seek 

God’s direction for life.  

I recommend that each pastor makes a non-negotiable time for 

personal prayer. Nothing can take priority over this. Phones are not to be 

answered, counseling is not to be performed, sermon preparation is not to 

be conducted, without first taking that time to begin the day with prayer. 

This time will be severely tested, but this is a test you must pass! 

Is our culture interfering with people being disciples? 
 

Larry Neville: No. There are much more difficult cultures than ours to live 

as a disciple in.  If someone is not a disciple is because they are selfish.  

How has your preaching changed over time? 
 

Larry Neville: I adjust my preaching style to the culture I am laboring in. 

When I first started preaching I was mostly in older Pentecostal churches. 

They liked  loud, fast, shouting preaching. So that is how I started out. But, 

as I moved through difference cultures, I have learned that I can adjust my 

style of communicating the gospel. It is a mistake for someone to lock into 

one style of communication or preaching and stay there all of their life. 

There are those who still preach as if there were no microphones. We need 

to allow our preaching and teaching styles to be current. It is good to listen 

to popular speakers both Christian and secular and see how they 

communicate. One of my favorite is Steve Jobs of Apple Computer. I love 

the way he communicates. 
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9 
______ 

Critical Foundations 
 

“Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people 
shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I 
swore unto their fathers to give them.” (Jos 1:6 KJVR)   
 

 
 A major shift in the eighties wasn’t so much with Praise 
Chapel but Larry Neville. Larry had been a fellow traveler with 
Mike. They were partners but moving down slightly different 
paths. Each had been developing their own evangelistic 
ministries in the seventies and had joined different fellowships. 
  Larry and Janette pastored in Phoenix, taking an old 
foursquare church and turning it into a part of the Jesus People 
revolution. A huge shift in Larry’s ministry and style of leadership 
was happening almost overnight. From an evangelist he was 
becoming a pastor. He shifted from a B-3 Hammond organ to a 
key board. He began to understand revival, but even more than 
that, many of the reasons it was going to be hard to get and 
maintain it in America.  
 Lifelong friendships were forming as well as a two year 
period of mentoring in Prescott Arizona by the head of the 
movement. It looked like he and Janet were being prepared for 
leading the Stateside part of the movement, but God had other 
plans. Larry was glad for everything that had happened but was 
just as happy to head for the East Coast to pioneer as to be 
caught in the politics he was finding himself more and more 
mired in. 
 In 1981 Larry and Janet moved to Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania to Pioneer a church. It was a great time. When 
Janet thought of heaven Lancaster was the pattern. In a short 
year they put into practice key things they learned and made 
many lifetime friends, but this was just a staging point. While 
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God was laying foundations in Maywood for expansion in the 
states he was going to use Larry to open doors in the world.   

Philippines 

 Missions had been at the heart of Larry and Janet 
thoughts since their first mission trips. While pioneering in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania they attended a Bible Conference in 
Arizona. Setting in the overflow room with the Choir singing a 
song about going into the world Larry felt the renewed call of 
God to world missions. The call was so strong and stirring that 
Larry ran from the conference all the way back to the Hotel 
where Janet was. (Leaving his car there in the church parking 
lot.)  

When he walked into the room, Janet could tell that he 
had experienced an encounter with God. A few months later they 
turned the leadership of the new work in Lancaster over to Greg 
and Robyn Johnson and moved to the Philippine Islands. 

Sammy Mores had graduated from Bible College and 
were pastoring on the island of Mindoro when Jack Harris and a 
team came to do a miracle crusade and conference on 
discipleship and church planting. He was preaching in a 
denomination in the Philippines, and was on the right track; it 
was just a slow one.  The first thing that grabbed him was that 
these were men didn’t just talk but acted. Many missionaries 
never got their hands dirty but these guys were different.  
 In 1982 Sammy and Larry decided to partner together. 
Sammy had been working in the provinces but had a burden for 
Manila. This is one of the largest cities in the world with a 
population of close to ten million. The opportunities were great 
but so were the expenses.  
 Sammy and his wife, Naomi, moved to Manila and 
rented a building on the third floor. They lived on almost nothing 
but they didn’t care they were fulfilling their dream. They had 
spent about six months drawing together a core of people when 
Larry and Janet came to Manila to help them.  
 He especially wanted to learn the principles of 
discipleship and church planting. It was a natural partnership 
from the beginning. Larry was willing to go into the streets and 
the homes even though it often meant a couple days of diarrhea 
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afterwards. Soon they weren’t just building a church but planting 
churches all over the Philippines. 

Partners 

 Manila was an evangelist’s dream. The streets were 
always filled with multitudes of people. The squatters areas were 
teeming with tens of thousands of desperate people. Larry and 
Sammy along with the small core of disciples began to 
evangelize on the streets, preaching with megaphones. They 
would show evangelistic movies in the neighborhoods at night 
and have small miracle services right outside on the street. They 
joined together to follow up the new converts and to make 
disciples.   
 Paul was Larry’s son and just starting the fifth grade 
when they moved there. One of his most vivid memories was of 
a lady that came in bent over and crippled that at the end of the 
service he filmed dancing on the stage. It was common to see 
someone come to a service with a huge goiter and have it drop 
off.   
 A big break came when Sophia came into the church 
there in Mandaloyoung. She brought someone to get saved into 
every church service and before long she was bringing jeep 
loads of people. Today Sophia is one Sammy’s associates in the 
church.  
 Larry and Sammy began to organize crusades and 
pastors conferences on discipleship and church planting all over 
the Philippines. 
 Praise Chapel pastors started regularly going into the 
Philippines to help Larry with the expanding network of churches 
there. The people and nation was open like few places on earth. 
As the disciples in the Manila church matured and the church 
grew they began to plant churches.    
 The needs there in a third world country were greater 
than anyone could fill. The miracles were great but they weren’t 
something that everyone got. One lady came in that was huge. 
As they talked to her they realized it was the result of cancer that 
was running through every part of her body.  
 Larry found her house the next day; it was a squatter’s 
shack under the bridge. The river that ran by her shack was an 
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open sewer and rats ran everywhere. As he and Sammy prayed 
for her she received Christ but she passed away later that day. 
When Larry received the news he saw a vision of this woman 
crossing over from this horrible squatters condition and stepping 
into paradise and the love of Jesus. Right there he praised God 
and said, “God I thank you that I am here and she is now there.”  

Conferences 

  In the early and mid eighties the Maywood church was 
starting to expand quickly. They not only had to deal with this but 
the growing network of churches looking to them for strength, 
and the new ones going out every six months. It became obvious 
that these small works needed encouragement.  
 Mike decided to have a conference. These became a 
way to fire these new churches up but also it set a fire in the new 
converts. The first one was in Maywood in 1982. It wasn’t called 
a conference but a Camp Meeting. These would become key 
events for the future.  
 The first one was hardly comparable to the future mega 
events that would attract leaders from all over the world. At it 
was just the handful of churches that have been sent out, and a 
few key couples to catch the excitement in the mother church 
and the vision themselves.  
 They brought in guys like Larry Neville, Jack Harris, Ron 
Simpkins and Greg Johnson to preach. It was here that 
friendships were started that grew stronger and stronger through 
the years, but the real excitement was hearing these new 
pastors preach. Frank, Danny, Phil, and others while not great 
scholars but they fired up and excited the crowd. These were the 
favorites and everyone wanted to be like them. It would be here 
that many would first catch the idea that if these guys could do it 
they could also.  The excitement would be huge on Friday 
waiting to see who the next couple to be sent out was and where 
they would go. 

Hope 

 These early conferences only numbered a few hundred, 
but God made them feel huge. Challenges were made for 
missions, consistent living, and church planting in the night 
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services. During the day the pastors of the smaller churches 
would preach. 
 Al Pimentel and his wife Loretta had been coming to the 
Ontario, California church sporadically. Al had a great job at the 
post office and saw himself as doing the church a favor by going 
there. The conference shook him.  

He was mad at first, but sitting in an evening service 
God gave him a vision. He saw his brothers and him not only 
saved, but also out preaching. In that one service he could 
picture how the 'whole' fit together. He couldn’t contain himself! 
When they got back to the motel, he called everyone he knew, 
telling them how they had to get saved and join this church, the 
greatest church in the world.  

His brothers started coming in, and finally their parents. 
Then the cousins started getting saved. Three of the brothers 
would end up in the ministry. 

Making the Bible Real 

Expectations would run high at these great events. One 
guest was preaching outside at Pico Rivera on Elijah being taken 
up in the whirlwind when behind him on the playing field a dust 
devil began to spin and the crowd went wild. Al Fury one year 
prayed and prophesied on hundreds and most were slain in the 
Spirit. While there were similarities in the conferences each was 
unique and exciting in its own way. Here was where people 
began to see old friends and make new ones. Like county fairs 
these were places where there was both a mix of fun and the 
practical for Christians. 
 Life at its best is when we learn from those that have 
gone before us. It’s when a son takes what his father’s given him 
and builds on it. It’s when we don’t reinvent the wheel every 
generation but take the wheel and turn it into a car. The lessons 
had come hard and costly in church planting, but Maywood had 
learned some. Men saw that church planting wasn’t only doable 
but with hard work and determination it was possible for them.  

Much of the best fruit would be in the next few years as 
those that the early converts had discipled began to go out to 
take over and plant churches themselves. While church planting 
is never easy there are principles learned that helped out those 
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sending and being sent. This would lead to a wave of church 
growth.  
 Out of Maywood was coming not just church planters but 
some of the fellowship’s future leaders, who would disciple and 
send out a third generation of church planters. These couples 
weren’t under Mike and Donna directly but discipled by disciples. 

 Crusades 

 In the eighties the pastors in Praise Chapel began to see 
more and more the opportunity to touch the world. 
  One of the greatest thrills a Christian can experience is 
to enter a Third World nation to take part in a miracle crusade. 
The receptivity and need in these countries make them fertile 
ground for the miraculous. For a few thousand dollars pastors 
and people can be influenced in ways undreamed of in America. 
 Larry and Janet Neville had always felt a draw towards 
missions so in 1982 they had moved to the Philippine Islands. It 
was a natural step for Praise Chapel to get involved in this. But 
this was just one place they were starting to go to. Regularly 
guys would go down to Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, 
Mexico or the Philippines to teach pastors in the day at seminars 
and have miracle services in the evening. 
 Preaching a crusade in another country is always a 
gamble. Each country and city is different. You are dependent on 
national pastors to set up meetings and advertise. You may 
make the investment in time and money and see only a small 
return, but there are those times when God, the needs, and the 
place come together in an explosive mixture.  
 Johnny Dorris went into the Dominican Republic where 
they started a series of meetings that looked like a waste of time. 
The crowds were small and tough, but the team had come to 
preach and they did. The monsoons hit after a couple of nights 
and things worsened. As Johnny was trying to preach, pages in 
his Bible were washing out; even his pockets were overflowing 
with water. The Dominican pastors had worked with other 
westerners and were waiting for these men to leave, but they just 
stuck it out with a crowd of a hundred people. That night in those 
horrible conditions more miracles happened than almost any 
crusade they would ever preach. That same night, the pastors 
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were encouraged and for the next few nights, the place was filled 
with people getting healed and saved. 
  Johnny and Mike committed a large part of their time to 
overseas.  Partnering with Larry Neville in Asia, they began 
taking younger pastors overseas with them to help in the 
crusades; this would have great impact on many of these men’s 
lives.  

A Personal View: 

What keeps you from quitting? 
 

Carl Friedrich: There is only one effective way I know to keep from 

quitting, and that is the assurance that the God of all creation has 

personally called you into His ministry. It is imperative to know that 

ministry is not your chosen profession, or that your pastor has talked you 

into working for the church.  You must believe in your heart-of-hearts that 

God’s purpose for your life is service in His Kingdom. Every man or woman 

of God will face periods of intense discouragement, heartache and despair. 

The desire to quit will be tempting. In those times, I go back to the time 

Jesus called me into His service, that alone is effective at overcoming the 

desire to quit. 

 

Omar Lopez:  

• An attitude of gratitude for the price he paid, 

• realizing I will give account as an individual not a group, 

• learning from other's mistakes. 

What’s some advice for parents trying to raise Christian 

children today?   
 
Omar Lopez: love and enjoy your kids, be a good testimony, never argue 

in front of your children 

What three things would you say to potential 

missionaries? 
 
Larry Neville: There is much more involved in international ministry than 

you can imagine. Don’t think that you can just load up your family and 

move somewhere. I have seen so many disasters overseas because some 

man or woman felt called to be a missionary and took off and went. Or a 

church sent a couple overseas and then did not have the funds or ability to 
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service them.  If you feel called to be a missionary, read about missions, 

talk to missionaries, or those who have lived overseas.  Make sure you 

understand the country, economy, cost of living, and so forth. Be sure that 

you have the support structure in place before you go.  

Why do you think we live in the end times? 

 Omar Lopez:  

• War and terrorism is on the rise,  

• Unlimited pornography and junk through the Internet,  

• Global warming. 

What’s your greatest memory from a conference?  
 

Omar Lopez: Pastor Mike Neville announcing churches with all of us at the 

edge of our seats, Ron Jones preaching on the Holy Spirit being like a 

whirlwind in the Pico Rivera sports Arena.
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10 
_____ 

 A Global Vision 
 

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 

and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Act 1:8 KJVR   
 
 Praise Chapel would be a story of many that played key 
roles in the beginning and then drifted off, or were less critical in 
the future story. The key wasn’t in people but God and the 
growing synergy and impact. Wave after wave of revival would 
spread. While only a few would stay at the center through the 
whole story each played a key role. It wasn’t a question of who 
was the star but that I’m a part of the story. 
 In the Bible you read of twelve disciples but the story 
really focuses on only a few of those. In fact most of the New 
Testament is about those that never knew any of the original 
twelve disciples. We have no idea what happened to some of 
them. One would completely fail. God though had a plan.  
 For Praise Chapel, this world involvement took natural 
lines. It started by reaching out to the Los Angeles area. There 
was an easy and natural expansion into Mexico as many 
members had roots there. Mike Stephens went to Hawaii where 
they met in the park to have church.  
 Mike should have suspected that his call was to the 
world when this Oklahoma country preacher started reaching 
people of another culture and a deeper skin tint in the barrios of 
Southern California. Who would have thought that these men off 
the streets of Los Angeles, who had never been off their own turf 
would travel the nations of the world? 
 In Praise Chapel’s first attempts to cross cultures there 
were as many failures as successes. God used all of it to train 
and sensitize them for the world. Over the years this loose 
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partnership with pastors in other parts of the world has come 
together in “Mission Global Harvest.” No one saw it coming, but 
its birth today seems natural and inevitable. 

Bill Hall 

 The first major impact was by Bill Hall. He was raised in 
a Christian home, but like the prodigal son in the Bible he took 
his inheritance and wasted it. When he got out of high school in 
1965, he joined the Marine Corps. Under six feet tall and 
weighing less than 98 pounds, he was out to prove something. 
 He served three tours of duty in Vietnam, as the leader 
of a squad. When he got out of the marines after six and one half 
years, he realized he had learned nothing that would help him 
get a job. Figuring that the world owed him something, he 
decided to take it. Along with five other friends he went into 
crime.  
 Robbery was like a narcotic to him. He was hooked on 
the thrill of the thing, loving the plotting and making of plans. The 
Adrenaline was more important to him than the money.  One 
night in the middle of a robbery it hit him, "I can't stop this," and 
he thought, "God get me busted." God answered that prayer. He 
got caught that night and thrown into jail. 
 When Bill stood in front of the judge his heart sank as 
the judge looked down at him and said, "I sentence you to nine 
consecutive life sentences. We don't ever want to see you on the 
streets again." He started to faint when he heard it. He was 26, 
with two small kids. His wife figured he was as good as dead and 
left him that day. He found himself sitting alone on a bus heading 
for Folsom prison. 

Prison 

 Here was the prodigal down with the pigs, and like the 
prodigal here he met the father. As he sat there that first night in 
jail he thought "Is this why you were born; to come here and die, 
in this awful place? No! This can't be it; to die, and be buried with 
no funeral and no one to care, in the back yard of Folsom prison. 
Oh God, if you're for real," he cried out, "Please, please do 
something! I don't want to die this way." Here he got saved and 
changed completely. 
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 Instead of nine life sentences he was out in just three 
years. Getting out wasn’t the answer to all of his problems. In 
some ways it was the beginning of them. He went from church to 
church trying to find a place to worship. It was his testimony that 
caused the conflict. They rejoiced to hear what God had done, 
but afterwards they pulled away. They were afraid of someone 
that had a past like his. He wasn’t having much success until he 
stopped to get gas one night, and the attendant invited him out to 
meet her pastor: Michael Neville. 
 It was a wild scene the day he walked into that little 
building. His first thought was that he had walked back into the 
joint. For the first time in a long time Bill found himself as the one 
that might be called "religious." Many of the men were walking 
tattoo exhibits. The girl that had invited him didn’t give him time 
for second thoughts. Dragging him down to a seat in the front, he 
soon got caught up in the spirit of the place. 
 He knew he needed what they had. It struck him how 
lonely he was, and how much he needed the acceptance of 
other Christians. Scared of being rejected again, he still told 
Pastor Neville his story. Mike said, "You need to share it that 
tonight." All the way to church he was talking to God, "Lord, 
please don't let them push me away." Just before getting off the 
freeway the Lord said, "Billy I love you, does it really matter what 
people think about you? Isn't it enough that I love you?" That set 
him free. 
 He stood that night and said, "I'm not what I appear. I've 
got to tell you what Jesus has done." When he got through, far 
from being pushed away, people came up and said, "Your one of 
us." 
 In 1980 God spoke to Him about the world, but four 
years would go by before he had a chance to see this promise 
fulfilled. He had gotten a job working for World Vision in the early 
80's. It was 1984 when they talked to him about moving to 
Ethiopia. They needed Bill to manage their $200,000,000 famine 
relief program as a financial analyst. Bill had turned down one 
offer to go to China, but he and Mike both knew immediately this 
was God. 
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Confronting the Dragon 

 Flying out of America and landing in Africa was a bigger 
change than crossing a border. It seemed that everyone had 
machine guns. The soldiers searching his luggage found the two 
thousand tracks he was trying to smuggle in. Angry, they told 
him, "You can't have these in this country." Christians were 
being killed, but their boss said to give the tracts back. For all the 
time Bill was there he got away with the impossible, as long as it 
had to do with God. 
 In America his idea of evangelism had been straight out 
confrontation. In Maywood they hit the streets, used bullhorns, 
and confronted people, but God spoke to Billy that Ethiopia 
would have to be handled differently. He knew that God was 
going to send someone to him, and spent six weeks waiting for 
that knock on the door. During that time of prayer God dealt with 
him about breaking with his American past. He was going to 
have to change his ways of thinking. He went on a crash 
program to learn the language and adapt to the culture of 
Ethiopia.  
 In the sixth week there was a knock on the door. A man 
Bill had never seen told him, "We were praying in our house and 
God spoke to us to go to the Ethiopia hotel and knock on the 
door of room 107. My servant Billy Hall will be there and he will 
teach you the things of God." Trusting God, he left with them to 
preach at their home. The crowd kept building. From one house 
it spread to another. The government had rules against 
foreigners being with the people, so everything had to be done 
undercover. There was a strict curfew in effect that kept people 
off the streets at night. That worked fine for Bill, most of the 
services lasted all night. 

Miracles 

 A small boy was brought to a meeting with small pox. 
The mother was crying, begging for the evangelist to come out. 
When Billy saw the boy, he knew this was serious. His eyes 
were rolled back and he was covered with sores. Praying in the 
Spirit and declaring the word, the boys face started to cool under 
his hand. As Billy opened his eyes he saw the pox marks 
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beginning to disappear, and then the boy smiled and stood up 
and started to run around that room. 
 You walked to many of the meetings. This was the best 
time to disciple someone. Anyone that sat and talked too long 
would attract the soldier's attention, so you always kept moving. 
It was during those walks that he taught young men the basics of 
leading a meeting. 
 Gennet was a seventeen year old girl that loved God 
with all her heart. She missed several meetings and everyone 
was concerned about her. They finally found her outside the 
hospital. She had been arrested in a prayer meeting for being a 
Christian and she was tortured. They would hang her from the 
ceiling and a soldier whipped the bottoms of her feet with an iron 
bar. "Deny your Jesus," the soldier would demand! 
 "How can I deny my Jesus," was her response, "I love 
my Jesus." As she prayed and worshipped God her body 
became numb, and she couldn’t feel any pain. The soldier finally 
dropped from the exhaustion of beating her. Rejoicing she told 
how it just felt like they were tapping her foot on the bottom. As 
she looked at the soldier she could only see Jesus and began to 
sing songs of worship.  
 After forty days they threw her out on the road like a 
dead dog. Her feet were broken bones and ripped flesh. For a 
week they had to carry her around the house. The second week 
she could walk on pillows and by the third week she was back 
out at the meetings, inspiring all the other young people. 

Be that one person 

 In 1984 and 1985 people were dying at a rate of 16,000 
a week. Billy was overwhelmed with the need, and asked God, 
"What can I do?" I'm only one person. God spoke to him, "Be 
one person, be that one person that will be a difference here." 
Often all he could do was sing and praise in their language. The 
people would laugh at his accent, but as they began to laugh, 
hope would slip into that room. 
  The government had begun to suspect him. By a 
miracle, Bill slipped out of Ethiopia just ahead of the government 
agents looking for him. The greatest miracle was that he snuck 
his new family out with him. His heart was still in Africa, but he 
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needed to make a living. Bill began to evangelize, but more 
important to him was keeping the vision for the world and 
especially communist countries burning. 
  He has been able to slip back into Ethiopia and 
encourage the many churches that have started there. Today 
there are hundreds of home groups affected by Bill's ministry 
there. Praise Chapel’s vision to touch the world has gone down 
several unique roads. The center of that vision is still to touch the 
nations. 

Scattering Seed 

 From the beginning of the revival one of the fundamental 
principles has been, “Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou 
shalt find it after many days.”  (Ecc 11:1) The fellowship is 
always looking for open doors. Much of what it’s doing has little 
obvious direct benefit for the church, but it’s good for other 
churches, pastors and especially the kingdom. Many of the 
outreaches, concerts and plays did as much good for the 
community as their church. As the fellowship grew the principle 
has just expanded. Teams started to go help churches in Central 
America and the Philippines.  Planting churches overseas 
would be costly in money and egos. Taking a church a few miles 
away in Southern California is a lot easier than moving your 
whole family to some distant foreign part of the world. Bobby and 
Malinda Menchaca went to Puerto Rico. Soon they wanted to 
move on to Guatemala , Phil and Dee Dee Hernandez moved to 
Puerto Rico and Frank and Valarie Salcido went to the 
Philippines.  
 Mitch Thurman and Jimmy Joe Lewis would go to 
England, In many of these works it wasn’t so much the churches 
that were started that proved important but the contacts they 
made and the lessons learned. They opened doors there that are 
still bearing fruit in Europe, Central America and Russia.  
  What makes it possible to go to many third world 
countries is that English is the second language. While everyone 
does not speak English there are always those who do, who can 
act as interpreters. Even in countries where it was technically 
illegal to preach, a group of pastors can come in and work with 
the local church and see real impact made.  
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A Personal View: 

What’s been some of your memories of traveling 

overseas? 

 Omar Lopez: The people’s openness to embrace the word of God 
without shame, and an overwhelming response to the altar call. 

How does God speak to you? 
 

Larry Neville: When I spend quality time with the Lord in prayer, solitude 

and the Word, God speaks to me. I don’t hear His audible voice but I know 

it is the Lord. I hear from God as I listen to Bible teaching or good 

preaching, read a book, and spend time with my friends. God speaks to me 

in so many ways, so many times. The key is to keep my mind on Him, be 

constantly open to hearing from God and asking God to speak to me. I must 

hear from God for all areas of my life.  

What would you say to churches and pastors about 

prayer? 
 
Larry Neville: The “Secret place of prayer” is what is important. Jesus said 

to pray in secret not so everyone can see.  I believe in corporate prayer, 

praying with the church at regular prayer meetings. More important is the 

personal prayer life of the pastor or leaders. So many can pray a great 

prayer at a Saturday morning prayer meeting, but what about the rest of 

the day?  Time with the Lord is vital if a person is going to enjoy a long 

fruitful ministry.  

Where do you find your strength? 
Omar Lopez: Meditating on God's goodness and mercy. It’s grace that 

enables me to continue. Plus; I have a call from God, my wife Letty, my 

three boys, close friends, my congregation, and fellow pastor's, 

What’s unique about your church? 
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Omar Lopez: contending for the presence of God in every service, team 

leadership, fun, willing to release people in ministry, friendliness and 

fellowship. 

What’s your favorite scripture? 
 

Larry Neville: Psalm 41:1-3, 1 Blessed is he who considers the poor; The 

LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. 2 The LORD will preserve him and 

keep him alive, And he will be blessed on the earth; You will not deliver 

him to the will of his enemies. 3 The LORD will strengthen him on his bed of 

illness; You will sustain him on his sickbed.
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11 
_____ 

Golden Gate Theater 
 

“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 

earth be blessed.” Gen 12:3 KJVR   
 
 
 Maywood was running multiple services and on Sunday 
nights you couldn’t put another body into the church. For a while 
they rented the east LA College to fit more people in. Mike had 
been looking everywhere for a place to move, but California was 
a hard place then to get permission to have a church in. Most of 
the cities were locked in by the cities around them and they 
didn’t want to give up any property that could generate tax 
revenue to churches. It was then the Golden Gate Theater 
opened up on the corner of Whittier and Atlantic and he grabbed 
it. It was a big move, but a key one. The church began to grow 
immediately. It was a historical landmark at the center of East 
LA. Everyone knew where it was and for the few that didn’t there 
was a huge marquees on the front. They moved into the theater 
in 1985. 
 Two hours before every service people would be out 
with bullhorns on every corner preaching. The church started to 
reach a different crowd. Heavy metalers and punkers started to 
come in. It had two floors, and immediately started to fill up. 
Several of the key people got saved there. George Verdugo was 
one of the wildest. He preached in Catholic churches and 
carnivals, basically anywhere he could find a crowd. He wasn’t 
just wild but also relevant. He had positive results everywhere he 
went. When they arrested him for preaching he started getting so 
many saved there in the jail that they kicked him out.
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 On Saturday night they did dramas, and bands played. 
Before the concerts they preached on the streets to get kids to 
come in. People were getting saved in every service. Harry Hill 
preached on hell and 100 got saved when he came back a few 
months later and preached the sermon again 200 more got 
saved. 
 They turned over the Maywood building to the Spanish 
church at the end of 1986, even with the loss of a couple 
hundred people the church kept filling up. 
 There at the Golden Gate they would reach some of its 
largest numbers. Crowds of 900 weren’t uncommon, but it 
wouldn’t last. In 1987 California had an earthquake that would 
shake more than the ground. Southern California was littered 
with fallen bridges and buildings. One building that would never 
be the same was the theater the church was meeting in. The 
building was still usable but the owner saw a chance to tear it 
down and build something newer.  Mike had a ten-year lease 
and was arguing with him, but the owner thought this was his 
chance to make a killing. 
 About a half hour away in Huntington Park they found a 
building and moved there in the beginning of 1987. It wasn’t big 
enough to hold the crowds already coming. They left a church of 
75 there in East Los Angeles and started having double services 
again on Sunday mornings and during the mid weeks. For the 
next several years it was good to plant churches because it 
meant there was room for new people.   

The Third Generation 

 A great example of the power of church planting is seen 
in the ministry of Carl and Bonnie Friedrich. Carl and his wife 
Bonnie were born in the Cleveland, Ohio area; his dad was a 
doctor who had raised him in a staunch Lutheran home. Though 
his parents were good people they had never gotten saved. His 
dad saw doctoring as working for God. Respected and in 
demand in the community, he had little time for the kids. 
  They moved to Kingman because Bonnie was offered a 
job as a teacher. It was a little hole-in-the-wall town of a little 
more than ten thousand that they wanted to leave the moment 
they saw it. But the city grew on them and they started to settle 
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in. Carl got a job through a friend at a Volkswagen agency, 
where he soon learned he was good at selling cars. Deciding to 
use his degree in economics and psychology, he decided to go 
into business for himself with a used car lot called "Autos 
Unlimited." 
 Carl had been running the used car and Volkswagen 
dealership along with a bar and nightclub for about a year when 
he got saved. All his life he had gone to church. He had a great 
family and a son he loved, but his life consisted mainly of work. 
Carl wasn’t an alcoholic who spent his time hanging out at the 
bars, he was a workaholic that would hang out at the country 
club, and his family was suffering. 
 It was at this point that Allen Cates entered his life. Allen 
had bought a VW Rabbit from them, and worked for Duval 
mines. He was also a preacher in town. Carl came to work to find 
Allen sitting in the office. Carl asked his secretary, "What does 
this guy want?" 
 She told him, "He wants a job." 
  Allen started bringing people down every hour and 
turning them over to someone to sell them a car. Before long he 
sold more cars than any other salesman, so they put him to 
work. Carl was watching Allen, and even went out of his way to 
make life tough for him. This guy was one of the boldest men 
Carl had ever met, and although he was a wild-eyed preacher, 
there was something different about him. 
  The bible had come alive for Carl, and he started 
spending all his time at work reading it. Carl tried every church in 
town before going to Praise Chapel. They were just not his style 
of people. It was at the county fair where God changed his mind. 
Everyone was out to have a good time. Every preacher in town 
was there with their families laughing and joking around. He was 
going to buy tickets to get on the Ferris wheel when he looked 
over and saw Pastor Cates. Poorly dressed, his shoes scuffed 
and worn, he stood in the middle of everyone passing tracks. 
Carl stopped and as he looked he saw that the guy glowed with 
the love of God. In his heart he knew that was what Christianity 
was about. Carl walked over and gave him a big bear hug, lifting 



Revival 

100 
 

him off the ground. He knew then, "That was what I wanted to be 
like." They started going to Praise Chapel. 
 The Friedrich's were on their way to having what others 
only dream about. They were holding a portfolio worth more than 
a million dollars, with their future set out before them. It was right 
there where God began to deal with them about pastoring. He 
finally went up to his pastor and said "I want to do something for 
God."  
 "Good" Allen told him, and handed him a broom. "Why 
don't you clean up after the kids." Most men would have been 
offended, but God knew what Carl needed. He needed to start 
as a servant. He became a businessman in the daytime and 
janitor in the evening. Far from making him mad it was one of the 
best times he had. His next ministry effort was with young 
people, and he put together a youth scene. He called one of his 
old nightclub acts, Tim Masters and said, "Why don't you come 
and help out?" 
 "How much?" Tim asked. 
 "Free." The miracle was that Tim did come. 

The Voice of God 

 Reading the Bible in front of the fireplace, with his wife 
already in bed, he turned to Second Timothy chapter two. "My 
son therefore be strong in the Lord . . . "As he read those words, 
God intervened. All the lights dimmed and the page was dark 
except for those first six verses that stood out from the page in 
golden letters. Then God spoke, "Those same things that I 
taught you, you're going to teach to others." Amazed, Carl read 
them again and again. He knew that at some point, he was going 
to have to release the business and go preach. It would be three 
years before this happened but he knew then, to begin to 
prepare. 
 Those next few years were rich in ministry and 
friendships. Carl did much of the counseling and organizing 
around the church. The time finally came when he knew he 
needed to go. 
 At a conference he and his wife decided to pioneer in 
Buena Park, it was 1985 and they would be one of the first 
couples to come out of a church that had been planted from 
Maywood. 
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 While getting ready to open up they attended Mike 
Neville's church for a few months. This was a big help. In those 
two months he experienced a revolution in how to approach the 
ministry. Mike gave him several thousand dollars to help in the 
opening, but more important to Carl was that Mike opened a 
channel for communication and partnership. 
 Carl didn’t have any clear idea what you were supposed 
to do to start a church; he just knew that he loved people. He 
went to a street corner with an acoustic guitar and sang. You 
couldn’t hear him 5 feet away but he was making a stand. He 
would drive into the neighborhoods scared to death. Broken 
glass was everywhere and there was writing on the walls that he 
couldn’t read. He knew that he had to conquer his fear and he 
did.  
 He was ignorant of the gangs and their unique rules. He 
made lots of mistakes. On one outreach he took a bunch of new 
converts from the neighborhoods with him to preach. When he 
told them to get out they said, "We can't." 
  "Why," he asked? 
 "This is the turf of the opposing gang, if we get out here 
we'll die." 
  Ohio and Kingman had not prepared him for LA, but he 
was a quick learner and God was helping him. At the end of the 
first year they were running a solid 60 and the second year saw 
the church grow to 80. Carl has never been captivated with the 
idea of quick growth. In fact, he fights it. When he started the 
church he wanted it built on the word, not emotion.  

Abraham and Maribel Pedraja 

 Abraham got saved at the Golden Gate Theater in 1987. 
Heroin and alcohol had him bound, and even though skinny he 
was a thug. He fought everywhere and anywhere. Puerto Rican 
by heritage, he became a thief and con in New York City. He 
moved with his family to Los Angeles and brought all his bad 
habits with him.   
 Abraham lived under a lot of condemnation in the early 
days. Every week in the new convert class he asked if the 
rapture happened while he was driving under a suspended 
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license would he miss it? He was a pop rocker dancer guy. He 
was always fighting with his future wife Maribel. His life was an 
emotional roller coaster. But from the day he got saved he 
became a great disciple. His car was in worse shape than he 
was, none of the windows rolled down, and it was trashed. It 
wasn’t worth ten dollars. Money has never meant anything to 
Abraham. He was getting people saved first and working enough 
to pay the bills. From almost the day he got saved he was an 
evangelist. On the streets he came alive. 
  He’s always loved worship. He would be the first up to 
the front dancing and getting radical. He had a long plastic blow 
horn that he loved to stir things up with. Instead of amen’s he 
blew the horn. 

Kelly Lorke 

 Kelly was a messed up white guy. As a punk rocker he’d 
worn his hair all kinds of color, but the thing you noticed first was 
he had messed up his mind with drugs. Before he got saved he 
supported himself by selling drugs. Using too much himself and 
just being a thief he had some people after him. His 
grandparents were renting their house to Bobby Manchaca. This 
was the miracle house he got after giving the $500 in an offering. 
Bobby was going to pioneer in Fresno, California, so he called 
the old man and thanked him, and said he had to leave. The old 
man said, “do you have someone like you who can rent it?” 
  Bobby tells him about his brother Beto. As those two get 
together the old man says to Beto, “I have one favor, can you 
help my grandson. He’s really messed up on drugs and there are 
people out to get him.” 
 Beto meets Kelly who has colored hair, hepatitis, and a 
fried brain. Even good friends say he was fried, dusted, jacked 
up or even seemingly retarded because of the PCP and LSD. He 
was unable to talk intelligently.  
 No one had a heart to disciple people like Beto. Soon 
he’s opened his heart and life to Kelly Lohrke, who is living in 
their garage. Beto starts to pray for Kelly who obviously needs 
God. Shortly after this, Kelly is coming home after not sleeping 
for three days. As he opened the door the power of God hit him. 
He cried out for two hours to God, and the peace of God filled 
him. He went up to the front house and told them what had 
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happened. They flushed the drugs down the toilet and his life 
was forever changed. 
 He came to his first service and saw there were few 
punkers or white people there, but he didn’t care. It was Sunday 
night and Jimmy Joe Lewis was preaching. He felt the power and 
told them I think I’ve found my church. Beto started to wake him 
up for prayer, and would pray him through spiritual attacks. He 
taught him how to read and then showed him how to teach a 
Bible study. He may not of seemed like a valuable catch but he 
was submissive and open. Soon he began to be the kind of guy 
you could count on to be at every outreach and to help anyone. 
His mind began to heal.  
 He became Betos’ shadow. In doing this he saw how to 
be a husband and man of God. At a world conference at Pico 
Rivera, as Bobby Manchaca preached he started to challenge 
men to become preachers. Bobby started calling out the names 
of cities, and Kelly thought, “I want to be like that.” He waited in 
the parking lot by Bobby’s car and told him, “I want to be like 
you.” 
  Bobby laid hands on him and prayed. From that moment 
he lived to go out and preach one day. 
 It all went back to a five hundred dollar sacrificial 
offering. Not only did Kelly get saved, but two of his cousins are 
pastoring now and his family all began to come to the church.  

Esther 

  Esther got saved a little earlier. She was a free spirited 
beautiful Cuban émigré that had been a dancer. She won all 
kinds of competitions but had met a thug in high school that 
married her and abused her horribly. She was a slave more than 
a wife. After being horribly beat up she was walking down a 
street in Bell Gardens. She found this bridge and was going to 
jump off it and commit suicide. Her brother saw her and called 
out her name. He had just gotten saved and he witnessed to her.  
She was ready and prayed right there.  
 Kelly had been saved about a year when he noticed this 
great girl. She began to see his commitment and said that’s the 
kind of guy I want. Those were days where the church really 
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didn’t believe in dating. They were both praying for each other. 
The first time they talked Kelly said, “I’ve been praying and 
fasting for you, if it’s Gods will for us to get together and one day 
get married then you pray about it and tell me.” 
  She said, “I’ve been praying for you also.”  
 They never did go out on what you would call a 
traditional date. In less than a year they were married. 
  Kelly knew he was called to preach. He majored in 
ministry and this kept him from falling back into sin. Kelly 
wouldn’t believe for less than Gods best for him. During the late 
eighties these men became great soul winners. The church was 
in the Golden Gate and growing explosively. The growth had a 
lot to do with the Bible Studies and the evangelism. 
  The guys never stopped reaching out. If there wasn't an 
outreach Kelly, Raymond, Beto, Bobby, Omar, Robert, and 
James Kelton would get up on the marquee with a bullhorn and 
preach for fun. 
 Kelly became one of the most fruitful and radical. He 
was never the golden child. It seemed like others had the inside 
track, but he just worked hard. When they talked about sending 
him out some came and said, “You won’t make it.” It seemed at 
first some of them might be right. 

Nicaragua 

Arturo Sanchez was a Los Angeles boy, who at twelve 
years old got into the Chicano rights movement in California and 
then went into the Communist party. In college he got radicalized 
and went and fought in Columbia, and Nicaragua. He met Castro 
and Che Guevara while he was being trained in revolutionary 
tactics. From there he joined the revolution and fought for the 
Sandinistas in Nicaragua.   

He began to realize the immorality and ruthlessness of 
that life weren’t what he wanted. After the war he came back to 
the US and joined a "new revolution" when Mario Moreno won 
him to the Lord. Five years later he went back to Nicaragua to 
pastor and the church took off. Arturo and his wife were both well 
known and as they started to preach doors opened everywhere. 
This would be one of the places where Praise Chapel first 
started working with other churches in missions. 
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He started his church in a Sandinista jail. You could seat 
a hundred people in it if some hung out of the windows. The 
economy in the country had fallen lower and lower and buildings 
are closed everywhere. Arturo found the owner of an abandoned 
movie theater and started to hold services there. This man 
owned theaters across Nicaragua, and gave him free use of any 
theater for the next two years.  In addition they have started a 
Christian drug program for the nation, and had land donated to 
them.  

 

Personal: 

What would you say to young couples entering the 

ministry? 
 

Larry Neville: Learn to trust in the Lord, He is always faithful. Be liberal 

and faithful in giving. I have never seen a couple become  fruitful over the 

long haul in ministry unless they were liberal. Some couples will hide 

problems or be in denial thinking that if they talk to their pastors about 

this, they may not be released into more ministry. This won’t work, since 

the same issues will surface again later.  

 
Donna Neville:  I would say “be aggressive” to get close to your pastor.  

Don’t wait for your pastor to get close to you.  Take the initiative.  Pour 

yourself into the life of the local church.  The more you do in the local 

church and make yourselves available to the heart of the pastor, the more 

trust he/she will have in you and will begin to recognize your gift and your 

faithfulness.    

What are three things churches should do but aren't real 

spiritual? 

Omar Lopez:  
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1. Have lots of fun,  

2. Make them laugh in church,  

3. Be friendly to everyone who walks in. 

Are revival services helpful in building a church? 

Omar Lopez: Yes they are still very vital for the growth and maturity of 
the church,  

• God seems to do things in the lives of the people that otherwise 

may not get done in your regular service,  

• people will invite more friends and family on revival nights,  

• people are more open at times to an outside voice other than the 

pastor. 

How does God speak to you? 
 

Carl Friedrich: God has in the past, and continues to this day to speak to 

me in several different ways. The most exhilarating for me has been the 

hearing of His audible voice. I can remember the exact words God has 

spoken to me even after many years. The direction provided in this 

manner is usually for foundational truths provided for me to live my life 

by. Most often though, God speaks to me in the morning hours in my 

personal time of prayer. Most of my pastoral messages, and much of the 

planning for the direction of our church has come from that internal 

leading of God. While this is much more subtle, it is nevertheless equally 

effective. God has also spoken to me directly from His Word so clearly as to 

realize He was speaking specifically to me as He breathed that passage of 

scripture into the heart of the author. I approach the study of God’s Word, 

with an expectation that He will speak revelation and understanding to me.

 



  

107 
 

12 
_____ 

Scattered Seed 
 

“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch 
forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, 

lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes;” (Isa 
54:2 KJVR)   

 
 
 In 1985 Larry and Janet’s daughter Carrie had 
developed some serious health problems and they knew they 
needed to return to the United States to try and help her. So they 
returned from the Philippines for a year to pastor a church in 
Tempe, Arizona.  

John and Pam McGovern 

 Perhaps the biggest reason God brought him back might 
have been to meet John and Pam McGovern who would become 
one of Larry’s closest friends and partners. John was a 
schoolteacher in the day and head of a Christian rock band at 
night and a leader in the Tempe, Arizona church.  In one of the 
adult Bible Studies, Larry told the people that China was open 
and needed school teachers to go. John was sitting next to 
another teacher and nudged him saying, “We can go, let’s do it.” 
The other teacher wanted no part of it but John felt the call of 
God. Six months later John and Pam and their two daughters 
moved to China to teach English at a University while their 
primary motive was to preach Jesus.  
 It was rougher conditions than almost any place they 
could have gone in the world. Pam cooked over charcoal. The 
toilet was a hole in the floor and the food unrecognizable. John 
was bold with the gospel message in his classes and the impact 
was powerful. 
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 He was teaching one day when a little old lady showed 
up from half way across China. This was rare and hard to do with 
all the government bureaucracy and control. She told how God 
spoke to her and said to go to this town, and once she got there 
to the school. As she walked past his class room God said this is 
the man I sent you to help. Her grandfather had been a disciple 
of Hudson Taylor and she introduced him to the underground 
church. Hardly a night passed without Christians coming for 
fellowship and help. Soon they were baptizing new believers in 
their bathtub. These were contacts that were to bear fruit for the 
next several decades. 
  John finally moved to Hong Kong to start a church and 
be able to work more in the open. They started an international 
church there in Hong Kong preaching in English. Soon people 
from all over the world were coming.  

The Home Front 

 In the late eighties and nineties things were accelerating. 
Key men and churches were developing the skills that made 
them a real threat to hell.  
 It was August of 1988 when Omar and Letty Lopez were 
announced to go out. He started to pray about where to go. It 
was two months later they settled on Paramount. He had found a 
building but it was too big to put a pioneer church in so he gave 
that one to another church and started a bible study in Garden 
Grove. People started coming in and in May of 1989 the church 
that had gone to Paramount started having problems and Mike 
said, “You’re going to get to go to the city you wanted to go to.” 
 The pastor of the Paramount church resigned. There 
were about thirty people there, and most were older than Omar 
and Letty. They had a five month old baby and were being 
stretched. They immediately started to hit the streets and the 
church started to grow. After eighteen months most of those 
original people left and they found themselves back with a 
handful of people. God though did start to bring a fresh group in.  

The first ten years would be building only to see it all 
come apart, yet in the crowd were the seeds that would turn into 
great Christians. Mando Luna was sixteen and a father living 
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with his girl friend. They didn’t seem like great soil but would turn 
out to be great people. 
 Ray and Dianne Romero was a key couple that stuck 
with Omar through it all. Ray had been working for a glass 
company and owned his own house and had three cars and ten 
thousand in the bank. Someone introduced him to crack cocaine 
and he was hooked. He said when I get down to eight thousand 
I’ll stopAA. He had lost everything and him and his wife were 
both addicts. A son had gone to the church in Long Beach and 
got saved and talked them into coming to church. He never 
touched drugs again. 
 Ray was a pillar in the church Omar took and would be 
the first pastor to be sent out. He had been drawn to Omar when 
he was still in the golden gate. It was Omar that had prayed for 
Ray to get filled with the Holy Spirit there. 

La Puente 

  It was the late eighties and there was a real push into 
Texas. Mitch and Fred Thurman had done well there and they 
sent several churches over a two-year period all over the state. 
Mark and Darlene went to San Antonio Texas to pioneer in 1989, 
where they spent five years. A good church came together and 
several guys out of there are pastoring now.  
 In 1991 Raymond Figueroa was asked to take over a 
small church in Rosemead, there was another church in La 
Puente that had lost their pastor and they merged the churches 
and moved there. 
 They experienced a supernatural move and in a year 
they were running 80. In the second year he went full time and 
they planted their first church in their third year there. Raymond’s 
ministry has been with some of the roughest guys in the 
fellowship. These men and women had done anything and 
everything, but in a short time were some of the finest Christians 
alive were partnering with the Figueroas.  
 Fernando and Liz were sent out to pastor Praise Chapel 
Fullerton in 1991. The church is one of the best in Praise Chapel.  
 Ronnie Chavez thought about going to Flagstaff, Arizona 
but Mike said he needed him to take San Diego. It was 1993 
when he stepped in the door and knew this was the place. There 
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were less than a half dozen people and a big building payment 
but a great spirit. The first revival started with teens. In a few 
months they saw about 80 teenagers start coming with only 
about ten adults. These would be those that began to run the 
church and go out to pastor. 
  In the eighties Tommy Miller came into the fellowship. 
Tommy Miller was born in Chicago then his family moved to San 
Diego. He started as an evangelist as a teen ager.  Tommy has 
a unique sense of humor, but more important a strong faith that 
shows in miracles and the prophetic. He began to preach in 
more and more Praise Chapels and became a good friend of 
Mike Neville. He was a huge help to many of the churches and 
so Mike offered for him to take a small work in San Diego. 
Tommy would turn it into one of the strongest churches in the 
organization. 
 There were failures and some tragedies in Praise 
Chapel but these happen even to the best laid plans. What came 
from all this was pastors who made God their source. One area 
where this was most obvious was in the Spanish churches. 
Language is a real barrier along with the difference in culture. 
There is as much difference between a Hispanic born and raised 
in America, and someone that’s just come across the border; as 
there is between a German and an American. 

A Mission Field at Home 

 Since Praise Chapel was primarily Mexican in their roots 
they naturally began to touch those that were bi-lingual. Soon 
they started releasing some of these to pastor. Many churches 
had Spanish services and as these grew they split off and 
started their own ministries. At first this was strongly related to 
the Maywood church. 
 Harold and Martha Alonzo had been part of a very rigid 
and legalistic group, and so he came over to pioneer in East Los 
Angeles. There were problems at the time and the support he 
thought was coming never showed up; so he and his family lived 
in their car and the back of the church, and yet they never quit. 
While they faced real hardship they also touched God.  
 Tomas& Maria Madrigal got saved in Huntington Park 
and then went to Orange, California where he would build a 
great church and send out three others. The wild thing about the 
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Spanish churches was that they started reaching people from all 
over Central and South America. When these folks got saved 
they often felt God deal with them to return home. 

Mexico 

           Praise Chapel would send many across the line that 
divides America from Mexico. As they chose to make that move 
they knew they were leaving what some of their families had 
sacrificed much to attain; to return to a much rougher life, which 
they would discover would become  a life often richer in purpose 
and impact. 
 In Mexico City Alfredo Rodriguez and his wife have a 
great work. He was in Huntington Park when he got saved but 
chose to try and touch the world’s largest city rather than live 
comfortably in America. There was nothing fair about the 
sacrifices that him and his family made, but there is something 
unbelievable in the hundreds that are saved and churches 
spreading all over Mexico. Alfredo is highly missions oriented 
and therefore regularly sends substantial support to Global 
Harvest.    
 Raphael Prieto got saved in the Spanish ministry and 
went to El Salvador in 1994. There he saw a church come 
together that was released to another ministry so he could return 
to Tijuana Mexico and take the church there. It was a great 
church that was already starting to plant churches but it was in 
trouble. He and his wife would turn it around and see great 
things. Over thirty churches would be sent out and while his 
church was never large or rich twice a year they would host a 
Bible conference where over a thousand would come to 
celebrate and believe for better things. 
 Raul Barajas had come every night to see the movies 
Carl Friedrich was showing. He could not speak English. But 
these movies on bible prophesy rocked him. He was a part of the 
LA gang, drug and crime scene. The night before the movies 
God had given him a dream of the end times, it scared him to 
death. He fought it for three nights but he finally broke. He and 
his wife Lupita could have pioneered anywhere in Southern 
California but they knew Mexico was where God wanted them. 
He would end up pastoring a church in Tijuana as large as the 
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most influential ones in America but he never had the resources 
or the influence of his American brothers.  
 What he did have was the privilege of seeing many 
churches start. Thousands of lives have changed and the vision 
they have has grown beyond Mexico.  
 Oscar Amado was saved on July 18th, 1976. He and his 
wife Maricela took their  first church in 1983 in Cananea, Mexico. 
He’s pioneered 4 churches in Mexico and the United States. 
Been an evangelist for four years and an  assistant pastor for 
two. In 1992 he went as a missionary for the first time to El 
Salvador, Central America. Unheralded by the rest of the 
fellowship these couples do a heroic duty in obscure places 
making great impact for God. 

Singapore 

 By 1989 Larry once again felt the call of God to move 
on. Sammy and the leaders there had the vision and were 
moving forward.  Sammy and Naomi continue to pastor and lead 
a totally indigenous fellowship of churches in the Philippines.  
Sammy is now pastoring two churches in Manila with over 600 
churches directly out of the ministry and another 600 churches 
affiliating with them. The latest part of the vision has been to 
plant a couple of churches outside the Philippines as they see a 
need to touch all of Asia. 

Sammy is a well respected leader in the Philippine 
Christian community and a popular speaker in church 
conferences throughout Asia and America. 
 Larry wanted to pioneer again while staying close 
enough to continue to work with the growing ministry in the 
Philippines. The opportunity came to move to Singapore where a 
friend of Larry’s had pioneered a church about six months before 
and needed to return to the States. Singapore is one of the most 
interesting and strategic cities in the entire world.  
 As they were pioneering the church there was a need for 
musicians so Larry and Janet fasted and prayed for three days 
that God would send musicians. On Wednesday the very day 
Larry and Janet were ending their fast, Larry and Paul were 
practicing in their apartment when a young Chinese man that 
had heard them knocked on the door. He played the keyboard 
and asked if he could play with them. Larry told him they wanted 
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to do a concert at the park and asked him if he knew any other 
musicians that might be able to help. He said that he played with 
a drummer who would be willing to join. The Chinese man was 
Buddhist and the drummer was Muslim. This was Larry’s first 
experience of putting together a band for an outreach using 
unsaved musicians. Larry called John McGovern in Hong Kong 
and asked him to come and help. John had been in a dozen 
bands and he soon put together the band with these two young 
men, he added Paul on base and Carrie and Janet singing with 
him for the outreach.  

The Malcolms 

 They did a concert and showed a movie. At the concert 
Larry literally bumped into a young Indian boy named Philip 
Malcolm who had been raised in the Anglican Church. He could 
not believe Christian’s were playing rock music. He had never 
heard of anyone being able to play that kind of music and be a 
Christian. Larry had coffee with him and shared Christ and the 
vision he had. The next day Larry and his family along with John 
McGovern were invited to Phillip’s family’s house. When they got 
there his dad brother and sister all pulled out instruments, and 
together they all sang and worshipped the Lord all evening. This 
family became a vital part of the ministry in Singapore. Later 
Larry would baptize the whole family in the South China Sea. 
The father was a concert violinist for the symphony and all the 
kids were multi talented. Soon the Singapore church had the 
best worship Larry had ever seen. 
 Later, John Malcolm the younger brother moved to Hong 
Kong to help the McGoverns and finally be appointed pastor of 
the Hong Kong church. Philip moved to the United States to help 
when the Neville’s moved to Rancho Cucamonga.  
 Larry was planning on spending the rest of his life in 
Asia when during a trip to the States he stopped to visit with Jack 
Harris who told him that he felt that God wanted Larry to take the 
church he was pastoring in Rancho Cucamonga, California. This 
was the farthest thing from Larry’s mind and heart. But a few 
weeks later he was visiting his parents in Hawaii where they 
were pastoring and while walking along the beach early one 
morning the Holy Spirit clearly spoke to Larry that he was to 
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move to Rancho Cucamonga.  In 1993 he released the 
leadership of the church in Singapore and returned to the States 
to pastor in Rancho Cucamonga. 

Praise Chapel International  

 In the early years of church planting, Mike could provide 
leadership and legal covering to the new churches through the 
Huntington Park church. As the Fellowship continued to grow 
and reproduce many of the churches began to plant churches. 
So Mike and the leadership formed, "Praise Chapel Christian 
Fellowship of Churches and Ministries International." This 
organization would be separate from the Huntington Park church 
and give a legal and spiritual covering to the new churches and 
to the emerging fellowships of churches. Ordination for the new 
pastors and workers would be provided for through this 
organization.  
 With World Mission at their very core and more mission 
works being planted they also formed, "Mission Global Harvest." 
This way churches and individuals could give to help support 
missions and there would be a clear accounting for the finances 
as well as an avenue for more involvement. One church cannot 
carry the load and responsibility for missions. Bill Hall began to 
help in the formation of this and on December 23, 1992 it 
became a legal entity. It’s primarily an aid to missionaries for 
support and involves people outside Praise Chapel. It’s helping 
churches on every continent but Antarctica. Global Harvest has 
become a central part of the Praise Chapel outreach.  
  They changed the Bible Conference that previously had 
been basically the Huntington Park conference to the Praise 
Chapel International Bible Conference to serve all the churches 
planted. They moved it from two times a year to once a year and 
encouraged the churches that were planting new churches to 
have a “Harvesters Homecoming conference.” 
   These conferences would progress into great spiritual 
celebrations. Churches would come from all over the world to 
spend a week repenting and celebrating. They would move from 
High school auditoriums to East Los Angeles College, then to the 
Pico Rivera sports arena. The next move was to the Hilton 
ballroom then into giant tents. In the nineties they moved to the 
Ontario Convention center and then in 2000 to Palm Springs. In 
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2004 they would go to every other year and move to Phoenix, 
Arizona.  The crowds turned out to be just as big as God just 
kept expanding the churches and leaders. 

Harvesters Homecoming 

 The vision of Praise Chapel is to reproduce everything. 
As churches matured and began to plant churches then the goal 
was for them to also bring their baby churches home to their 
mother church and have a Bible Conference like Huntington Park 
did. So the Harvesters Homecoming was born. Praise Chapel 
International would have a Fellowship-wide, World Bible 
Conference once each year and each mother church would have 
a Harvesters Homecoming also once a year.  
 Now Praise Chapel was set, positionally, legally and 
spiritually to service the rapidly expanding church planting 
movement for the foreseeable future. Little did they know that in 
a very short time all of this structure would be very critical. 
Personal: 

What do you think are the signs of a healthy church? 
 
Larry Neville: I look for disciples. I have been in churches with very few in 

number, but could see that God is working in the lives of the people. Souls 

are getting saved and disciples are growing.  

 

Donna Neville: I would look first at the marriage relationship of the 

pastor and his wife to see if they have an open and honest relationship and 

that they love each other enough to work through whatever issues do 

exist.   

 In harmony with the scriptures I believe that a healthy church 

holds several things in balance: 

• The church contends for and makes room for a regular diet of 

“truth”. (The Word) 

• The church spotlights and demonstrates prayer 

• The church teaches and promotes evangelism 

• The church embraces the gifts of the Spirit and works towards a 

welcoming attitude toward the freedom of the Holy Spirit to 

move in the service. 

• The church makes a clear but compassionate stand for righteous 

living in its members. 
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• The pastors “lead” by exampleship…not by dictatorship, 

compulsion or coercion. 

• The structure provides for accountability for pastors and 

members.  

• The church is a safe place to grow and make mistakes. 
 

Carl Friedrich: There are so many factors involved here, integrity within 

headship, clarity and passion in presenting the vision, training and 

motivation of leaders to name a few. But one area that really stands out is 

the ability to keep a church functioning out of love for Christ and not fall 

into the trap of a legalistic system. The pressure on every pastor is to get 

the majority of the church involved in the work of the ministry. How to 

accomplish that objective is critical to the long-term health of the church. 

People who are deeply in love with Christ will serve Him naturally and 

without pressure. Obedience and faithfulness to God’s Word are a 

pleasure. The problem here though, is the reality that people’s feelings and 

priorities are fickle and subject to change at the most inopportune of times. 

It is much easier to motivate a congregation through guilt, playing on the 

feeling that we should “do more” for Christ because of  all He has done for 

us. The long-term ramification of this method however undermines the 

only motive Jesus will accept for Christian service – love. 

 

Is there anything unique in Spanish churches versus 

English? 
 
Omar Lopez: radical praise and worship, plus constant fellowship. 
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_____ 
The Ninety’s 

 

“Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 

goest.” (Jos 1:9 KJVR) 
 

 
 Much of the story of revival is just a repeat of,  “And 
they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart,  (47)  Praising God, and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.” Act 2:46-47 KJVR 
 Another miracle, another call, another seed planted. In 
the Nineties churches were maturing. Pastors were sending out 
the first third generation churches and learning all the principles 
of maturity, rebellion and fellowship.  
 Most churches and pastors are hard to judge without 
hindsight. Many that start well end poorly, and many a poor 
beginner turns out to be a superstar. One of the biggest keys to 
being used is to just not quit. 
 Mike would leave a couple simple but powerful principles 
with those around him. The first was to enjoy the journey. He 
never got so caught up in revival that he forgot life is mainly 
about living it. Walks and fishing trips were an important part of 
his life. Maybe his greatest testimony is a wife who said she 
always felt more important than the church. He loved fellowship 
and friends. 
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 And above all he knew it was critical to trust God and not 
get too caught up in our own propaganda. When I wrote the 
original Harvest Generation I was coming in from another group. 
As I talked to Mike I told him that not everyone was as loyal or 
committed as I thought they should be. Mike just laughed and 
said, “Ron the only thing we care about is that it’s good for God. 
If these men want to leave it’s not a problem, we aren’t here to 
control anyone.” 
 The goal is synergy not control. To have this you shoot 
for a partnership but you can’t legislate or force it. It’s also 
understood that when you do this a lot of effort will seem to be 
wasted. Jesus sent out the disciples and some of them failed. 
Faith moves and allows God to bring the harvest. The 
foundational principle is this commitment to scatter. First it was 
In Southern California, and then into other states then the world. 
 Most wanted to be sent out to pastor, but Abraham was 
inspired by evangelists more than preachers. Harry Hills, Larry 
Reed and Victor Dandridge, were the guys that moved him. 
Pastor Neville groomed him to hold revivals and be radical at it. 
 Abraham was the first homegrown evangelist and it took 
a while for the pastors to take him seriously.  So when he started 
it was rough, but the power in his meetings soon started to have 
effect. It wasn’t uncommon for 10-20 people to fall out under the 
power. Every revival he went to people not only got saved but 
they started to stay in the church. 
  After paying his dues he became one of the most 
popular evangelists, booked up for months in advance.  

Kansas City 

 His burden was for Chicago and he was heading there 
when a church opened in Kansas, City. This seemed like a great 
opportunity to Mike Neville. Kelly and his wife Esther had real 
reservations about going there, but Mike said, “there was no one 
willing to go and I need you to take it.” (Heb 13:17) Kelly cried 
that day but looking back knows it was God’s will for him to come 
to Kansas City. The church was actually coming from outside the 
fellowship and no one had been to the church. Kelly and Esther 
soon learned that what they had been told was mainly optimism. 
At the first service there was 7 badly beat up adults and a $12 
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offering in the middle of the religious heartland. On the outside it 
couldn’t have looked worse. 
 It did get worse when Kelly wrecked his van and found 
out his insurance wasn’t good in Kansas. They found themselves 
pioneering a church while riding a bus for eleven months. The 
third week his house was robbed and cleaned out. The great 
thing about Kelly is you can’t really discourage him. It was a slow 
start. The first year only one person got saved. He got offered a 
show on a Christian station and could use the basement for his 
church. It was then people started getting saved. The radio show 
went from one hour to four hours. It became one of the most 
popular shows in the Mid West.  
  He went to Kansas City in 1993 and didn’t break a 
hundred until 1999. It was when they got their own building that 
the church started to grow. The dramas were a major part of this. 
In one drama (Hell Night) 10,000 people showed up to a building 
that only held 400. They had multiple shows for a week and 
2,000 people got saved. 

Crisis 

  The Huntington Park church was facing growing pains. 
A lot of the key ministries were changing hands. Many of those 
that had come into the church at the theater didn’t make the 
transition well to Huntington Park. Some that had been in the 
church from the beginning drifted over to some of the younger 
and more vibrant congregations. 
  The nineties would be in many ways a repetition of the 
first years but multiplied. Everywhere colorful people were 
getting saved and changed. Churches were being planted in a 
wider and wider circle radiating out from Los Angeles. 
 In the fellowship itself growing pains were being faced. 
Some of the churches that were the most successful were being 
drawn towards other ministries, thinking this would take them to 
the next level. A few leaders were wrestling with issues of sin 
and would stumble, but Mike wasn’t worried his focus was 
primarily on the overall fellowship and it was there he found 
much of his purpose; then in January of 1996 Mike Neville 
passed away. 
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  His death was a hammer blow that fell almost overnight. 
Mike had skin cancer five years before but they thought it was 
gone. He started having headaches and when he went to the 
doctor they found that the cancer had metastized to his brain, it 
was only two months before he died. Only forty-nine this was 
unprepared for and shocking. For most of those that had come 
into the church he and Donna were much more than just pastors. 
He was a bridge to a larger world and for many the first person 
they could really trust. 
 His impact was obvious when at the viewing there were 
over 3,000 who came. The next day at the funeral it took forever 
for everyone to pass by the casket. It was a home going 
celebration. 
  This disrupted the fellowship to its core. Everyone felt 
that Mike was his or her best friend. His leadership style was as 
a friend not a boss or head of an organization. Many of these 
men had never followed anyone else and it was like they had lost 
the leadership that gave direction for their life. Nobody was more 
affected than Donna.   

Donna Neville 

In just 2 months Donna’s whole world changed. 
Together, they had built a church of several hundred while 
planting dozens of other churches. Almost overnight they faced a 
tough decision. Donna for a short time wrestled with what God 
wanted for her.  She had done woman’s meeting and preached 
special services but it was sporadic. What was going to happen 
to their church and the fellowship?  

 A few weeks before Mike died he stood in a Sunday 
morning service and told the congregation that he and Donna 
had pioneered the church together and that she was to lead the 
church if he was not healed. When Mike died the leadership 
board of the Praise Chapel International also encouraged Donna 
to assume the pastoral role. She was always happy standing 
alongside Mike and never had a vision or desire to be the senior 
pastor. Forced at mid-stream in her life to change directions she 
took on a life changing battle. While everyone loved Donna this 
was a predominantly Hispanic church with all the cultural 
prejudices about women. In addition the idea of women in 
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ministry had followed the traditional concepts of women singing 
and working with kids but leaving the preaching to men. 

Donna and Mike had been a powerful team partly 
because they were different.  Some of the problems she faced 
were partly the result of Mike’s heart to release. He would have 
sailed through these issues the church was facing with little 
difficulty, but now they were like icebergs on the horizon facing 
Donna’s untried leadership. She faced the prejudice of a 
predominately male group, some major problems in the church, 
and the adjustment to her teaching style versus Mike’s 
evangelistic gift; with patience and lots of prayer. 

180 degree turn 

 There was a stigma in having a woman pastor, but the 
congregation became convinced that this was God. Donna 
realized that this was bigger than her. She continued to plant 
new churches and the fellowship of churches out of Huntington 
Park continued to grow. The original Huntington Park Bible 
conference had become the Praise Chapel International Bible 
Conference with all the churches in the Fellowship no matter 
who planted them coming together. Larry took responsibility for 
the world conference, and she started the Huntington Park 
Harvesters Homecoming for the churches out of her church. It 
has continued to grow moving from the church to the Holiday Inn 
and then to Knott’s Berry Farm that seats 2200 people.  

It was a hard fought battle but God brought her a team of 
supportive ministers and she won the heart of the church and the 
pastors while changing everyone’s view of women in ministry. A 
big help in all this was her son.    
 Jason was born premature in Whittier California in 1973. 
His life was as a preacher’s kid. Some thought he was a punk 
and others loved him. It was his involvement in rap music that 
gave him his own identity. Many sons of men like Mike would 
always be overshadowed by their fathers, but Jason became his 
own man. 



Revival 

122 
 

Fros’T 

 He took the popular rap and Hip Hop and Christianized 
it. He took on the name Fros’T and began to record and travel. It 
caused a little bit of tension between him and Mike, but Mike 
knew this was God and supported Jason. 
 It was after Mikes death he began to wrestle with what 
God wanted for him. The music industry seemed his call and he 
loved the Hip Hop culture and avoided preaching. In 
conversations he began to shift his thinking and started to open 
his life to ministry. He married Jackie a wonderful girl with a heart 
for ministry. 
  Their first involvement was as head of the youth. This 
was a natural position for Jason because of his music. The youth 
were drawn to both him and Jackie. He then began to move 
towards the role of associate at the church. When he walks on 
the platform you feel someone with authority. His ministry is alive 
not only in Huntington Park but in the churches out of there. 

New Leadership Same Direction  

          When Mike died, the Praise Chapel International and 
Mission Global Harvest structure became very important. Mike 
and the leaders had worked out what to do in the event of his 
death or the need to replace him as the primary leader. For 
someone to take Mike’s place it would require a majority vote of 
all the ordained pastors in the Fellowship. A few weeks after 
Mike died the ministers came together and in a unanimous vote 
backed up Larry to take the responsibility for Praise Chapel 
International and Mission Global Harvest. 
               Mike was everyone’s friend and the personification of 
an optimist. When he was getting audited by the IRS he thought 
it would be fun. While Larry is one of the most gracious men on 
earth his personality is a little more reserved and realistic. 
 The first few years were for many emotional, confusing 
and rocky. It was hard to give Larry the same loyalty they had 
given Mike, and in fact Larry never expected it. He knew this 
would be another critical transition for the fellowship. 

There were the natural diversions of vision that happen 
in any group. Mike had always held them together by his 
personality. He was the father and Larry would never be that for 
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most of the men but the president and vision caster. The group 
had never been held together by legal ties or structure. This was 
a band of brothers. If possible Larry believed this even more than 
Mike. Larry made it clear that he was there to lead and help and 
if they couldn’t accept his leadership there was no pressure or 
threats going to be applied. 

Now men had to decide if this was where God wanted 
them? A few would drift off but soon God began to bring together 
a strong core of leaders that saw how the vision would unfold in 
the next decades. 

Paramount 

  Omar felt like he was pastoring a roller coaster. An influx 
came in only to leave later. Great couples were coming in. 
Donny and Anita came in 1992. They had run from Colorado 
where Donny was facing charges with the police for drugs and 
violence. The only place they had to stay was with a relative that 
was a preacher. They both got saved, but the church was older 
and it wasn’t until they ran into an outreach from Praise Chapel 
that they really started to grow. 
 The church got up to around a hundred when they lost 
the lease on the building in 1994. Having to sub lease from 
another church limited the services and people started to get 
discouraged and leave. The church was dwindling before Omar’s 
eyes. They were doing everything they could to keep it alive and 
were stuck there in Bellflower with little response from people. 
The church for the next five years hardly grew at all. They just 
kept plugging away.  

It was at this time Pastor Neville died and it was a very 
discouraging.  

Omar was working as a sales engineer at an air-
conditioning company and it was demanding a lot of his time. It 
was 1998 when another exodus happened. The leaders were 
great people but complacent. There had been a discontentment 
in the church for a long time. Three key couples left which meant 
only Ray and Diane were left of the leadership. Other people left 
thinking there must be a problem. It was a desperate time 
financially and spiritually. One couple came to his birthday party 
to tell him they were bailing out. 
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 Omar called Donna and said, “The golden nuggets have 
left.” They had spent ten long years and it was about the size 
they started with. 

Donna said, “Listen young man, just because a few 
people leave your church you don’t close the doors. There are 
still people in your church that love you and that’s the 
congregation you’re to work with.” 

Omar went to service that day and the Holy Spirit said, 
“The golden nuggets may have left but there are diamonds 
sitting in the congregation. You have more than you think.” About 
a month later the momentum shifted. People wanted to see the 
church do well and got behind Omar and Letty.  

Never Quit 

 One significant event was when Mike Perez and Rene 
Robles decided to do an outreach. No one but them showed up 
and they almost went to have coffee but decided to go by 
themselves. They grabbed a bull horn and were walking through 
a neighborhood preaching and handing out tracks. 
 Jeremy and Cynthia were living together. Cynthia had 
just got out of the shower when she heard a voice saying Jesus 
was coming back and repent. With a towel around her head they 
jumped in the car and started to look for the preachers. They 
finally found them and showed up at church a couple weeks 
later. They got married and started bringing in first her mom and 
then a sister and before long the church was in revival again with 
a whole new group of leaders.  
 New families started coming in and there was slow but 
steady growth. The Lord had shown him he had to move back to 
Paramount. He knew God was going to give them a miracle 
building. He told Ray in September of 1998 they were going to 
get a building.  

David Hernandez 

It was 1999 and Dave Hernandez and Omar got 
together. They had both gone out at the same time. Dave was 
struggling in Hawthorne and had some great people but not 
many of them. Omar was breaking a hundred again and looking 
for a miracle. 
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 Dave had only been ten when his parents came into 
Maywood. He grew up in the church and was close to Mike and 
Donna. His parents went out to pioneer in 1985 and he obviously 
went and helped them. He came back to the Maywood church 
and married Esther Hernandez and he and Omar became great 
friends. He then took over his parent’s church in May of 1989.  
 He had pastored for ten years and was meeting in his 
house and was discouraged. He told Omar at the end of the year 
if something doesn’t break I’m going back to Huntington Park. 
 They did a couple combined services and revivals that 
had gone well. In June of 1999 Omar felt the Lord tell him that 
instead of going back why not join the two churches together. 
They worked out the issues and merged. 

At the same time Omar was being forced to look for 
another building, when the one he was in was sold. A small 
miracle happened when they found an old church in Paramount 
they could sub lease. They had to meet in the afternoon so they 
told everyone to go to breakfast do their chores and show up at 
two thirty. They had a hundred and sixty out the first service and 
they started to rebuild the church from the inside out.  
 Four month later they purchased the building. They put a 
marquee on the outside and advertised special services as well 
as putting up catchy phrases like on Super bowl Sunday saying, 
“Stop at my house before the big game, “or “what’s missing in 
ch__ch, UR.” People in the neighborhood loved it and visitors 
were coming to most services. 

More than just a Church 

 Omar was at the 2000 conference in Palm Springs when 
he overheard Carl Friedrich first talk about a family of 
fellowships. Up until then Omar thought he was just a small part 
of an expanding network. As Omar started to talk to Larry about 
the future he caught the vision of one day leading his own 
conference. Up until then Omar had only thought of being an 
extension of Huntington Park. For the first time he saw how the 
vision was expanding into a much larger dimension of expansion 
than he had ever seen. 

It had always been in his heart to plant churches they 
had supported Ray and Sally Hendrick to plant their church in 
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Ventura in 2000, but it was when they planted their first home 
grown church in 2001 with Ray and Dianne going into North 
Long Beach, that they saw the impact of church planting as their 
future. They bought an old pool hall and bar and turned it into a 
church there in Long Beach. Omar had to ask him to go three 
times before he felt he should go. God though spoke to him at a 
conference and he said yes. 

The church and the disciples got excited. The level of 
commitment went up in the church especially with those that felt 
a call. Because of being packed out in a small building as they 
started to regularly plant churches it just made more room for 
others to come in and get saved.  

Some in Praise Chapel were being enticed by the large 
churches all over Southern California. The mentality is to hold on 
to people as just as good a way to reach people as sending out 
churches. Over the years many talked about this but it wasn’t as 
easy as it seemed. What happened was they lost the vision they 
once had when there was no more release. They couldn’t mature 
in the same way at home as they did when released. Several 
churches sincerely desired to grow and stopped planting but far 
from accelerating their churches they hit a plateau and then even 
began to decline. For people in Praise Chapel at least a key part 
of their inspiration was linked to the vision of church planting and 
winning the world. 
 Paramount embraced the vision fully. Eddie and 
Roxanne Vargas were sent to Redondo Beach in 2002 from the 
world conference in Palm Springs. This couple would win such 
favor in that beach town that they were all but given a church 
only a few blocks from the beach and a voice in the community. 

In 2003 they had their first Harvester’s Conference in 
Paramount. It was standing room only, and the place went 
ballistic when they sent out Donny and Anita Pacheco to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 In 2004 Mike and Abby Perez took Bell Gardens. It 
doubled in a few months. In 2005 they sent Mando and Lisa 
Luna to Torrance California and in three months they were 
running seventy-five. In 2006 Victor and Yolanda went to 
Ensenada, Mexico. At the same time John and Lisa Valdez took 
over the Spanish ministry and begin to transition it into a church 
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 2007 saw David and Linda Tejerina bring the Gardena 
church into the fellowship and Redondo Beach planted their first 
church in Lakewood Washington with Mike and Dee Dee Morino. 
In September they planted Ruben and Norma Lizardo into a 
Spanish church in Huntington Park that had been pastored by a 
relative of Omar’s.  
 In seven years they went from 30 to three hundred, but 
more important they had three times that in their fellowship of 
churches. Church was fun and the future bright. 
 

Personal: 
 

 Why do young couples go down in flames? 
 

Donna Neville:   When they start comparing themselves with others in a 

competitive state of mind and then begin to isolate themselves…these are 

huge signals of coming disaster.   The healthiest pastors that I have 

observed are those who are not necessarily perfect (have all their ducks in 

a row) but they are connected, they love fellowship, attend as many joint 

meetings as possible and maintain a good relationship with their mother 

church.  There is a “grounding” that is so healthy and when they hit tough 

times, their identity is not shaken…they seem to land on their feet.” 

 

Larry Neville: James tells us that tests and trials are to produce 

perseverance. Some couples start out like a fireball only to fizzle out as the 

years go by. It must be that they let their personal relationship with the 

Lord falter.  Perhaps things did not turn out like they had hoped.  In the 

end all comes down to trust and relationship with the Lord and those God 

puts you with.  

How should we deal with disappointment? 
 

Larry Neville: Have a God vision for the long-haul. Believe that God is in 

control and leading your life.  As long as I keep a right heart before the 

Lord and the brothers, then I know that God will handle the 

disappointments that come.  

 

Donna Neville:  Be honest about it.  “Lord, I’m really disappointed that this 

couple quit the church.”  “Lord, I’m really disappointed that I was not 

invited to speak at that event.”  “Lord, I’m really disappointed in the 
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attendance of my congregation to that revival.” Etc.  Don’t cover over your 

feelings and thoughts.  Submit them to the Lord and then allow Him to 

speak to your heart and attitude.  I find that when I do that He starts 

changing “my way of thinking”.  Do not allow disappointments to settle in 

your spirit.  They will eventually manifest in disillusionment and 

callousness.  The book of Psalms is a great example of honest 

“complaining” and then the Lord quickens the spirit of the “complainer” 

with spiritual insight.  
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14 
_____ 

Indigenous 
 

“And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of 

the LORD thy God.” (Deu 28:2 KJVR) 
 

 
 In the fourteen hundreds Spain and Portugal and then 
England, Holland and Germany began to discover a world up to 
then unknown. They started to look for untapped places to plant 
their flag. It was dangerous but exciting and would change 
history as the world was mapped and affected. This was similar 
to what Praise Chapel did. In the earliest days guys would be 
driving out of Maywood and feel God lay a city on them. With 
prayer they started to look for a place to plant the flag and start 
the building of a church.  
 It was dangerous and you had to approach it with hope 
and caution. There were no promises. The best couples often hit 
unbreakable barriers. For many they would have to go to more 
than one city to find their spot. The work was exhausting and it 
was about as far from a job as a person could get, but lots were 
willing to give it a try. 

It wasn’t long until they weren’t just looking in California 
but other states and then the world. Dr Henrietta Mears said, 
“There is no magic in small plans. When I consider my ministry I 
think of the world. Anything less than that would not be worthy of 
Christ nor of His will for my life.” 

Mike would be criticized from the beginning for sending 
out men and women that seemed unprepared by the traditional 
church. There was never any opposition to education, or to 
sending money and people. The fact was the people Mike 
wanted to send weren’t the seminary type and they had limited
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 money and people. He’d rather do something than wait 
for an undetermined and ideal future. 

Support and education aren’t as critical as most think. 
The Bible says that The Holy Spirit is the teacher and if it’s God 
that calls; then He would take care of them. What they did have 
were willing people that would go and pretty much do whatever it 
took to try and get the job done. 

A fresh start 

 Mark Amaya felt God speak to him to come back from 
Texas and rest. He spent 6 months in the mother church, and 
then went to help Fernando Villacana for a year and a half. 
Things were great but it was then that Mike died and Larry 
challenged pastors to take up the mantle and go plant churches. 
Mark knew it was time to go to Norwalk. He felt God would 
supply and never asked for any support, the church grew to over 
a hundred in the first year. This was 1996. 

 Things were going great when the city shut them down 
from using the hotel they were meeting in. For the next two years 
they had to meet anywhere they could find and even split up at 
times and met in two cities at once. Finally a small building 
opened in La Mirada. While the building was small the church 
was healthy. 

  They were at a men’s discipleship when Larry Neville 
told Mark to stand and prophesied they would double in size in a 
short period. Another pastor was struggling with a big building 
payment after losing people and wanted out of the ministry. The 
church was in Whittier. Mark merged the churches and from 
there it’s been a continuous revival. 

Kelly 

 He started to see an explosion in people and growth. 
The excitement was and is contagious. By a miracle he got 
financing to buy a great property that can seat several hundred 
and it’s filling up twice on Sunday. They bought a motel next to 
the church and turned it into a place for drug addicts and x-cons. 
  While Kansas City falls in the Bible belt there is no lack 
of sinners for them to reach. Their Halloween Hell Night dramas 
never scared less that 1900 into a sinners prayer.  
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 From the early days these unusual disciples used radical 
methods. Street preaching was and is a common practice. 
Starting with a few the crowds grew to hundreds at times as they 
descended on Hollywood Boulevard. When there were 60 bible 
studies in the church in the late 80’s there were probably 60 
bullhorns to go with them.  
 It wasn’t through just street preaching but the dramas 
also played a key role. Homie Don’t You Know Me was a drama 
that ran from 1983 up until 1994 from March to September. They 
took it everywhere and thousands got saved.  
 These dramas were done by many churches and in 
them the cost of sin was obvious and the need for salvation 
great. A favorite play was "Backslider's Cafe." It is a serious 
drama about what happens to people who leave church. In one 
scene a young woman comes dancing in with a blue sequined 
dress singing "Devil with a blue dress on." Her happiness soon 
ends when by the end of the scene she has been beat up. No 
punches are pulled in depicting the cost of backsliding. 
 Some of the plays got a little edgy in their story line and 
you had to make sure the cast didn’t start living their parts again. 
 Over the years the street preaching still happens but 
other tools are added in. Bands, skate board competitions; even 
wrestling matches have been used to get across the message. 
The foundational call is to reach the lost. This is more important 
than anything else. Recently in Cucamonga they rewrote the 
Christmas story to a low rider format. The wise men came in on 
low riders and Jesus was born Spanish. They ran it over and 
over to packed crowds. 

Sanctified Carnality 

 In 2007 the Rancho Cucamonga church started the 
“Nitty Gritty” concerts. They had not been having much success 
reaching unchurched youth with Christian bands so they began 
inviting in local unsaved heavy metal bands to play. These bands 
attracted hundreds of kids from the area. They began to see the 
power of cross pollination, unchurched bands and saved bands 
playing together on the stage. A new generation of kids and 
bands has begun to get saved. 
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   Still one of the best methods is revival. Both Mike and 
Larry started as evangelists and this still plays a key role. An 
evangelist comes in and everyone tries to get friends and family 
to come. A favorite preacher is Abraham Pedraja. Shaved 
headed and confident, Abraham is interesting doing nothing. 
When he starts to preach anything can happen. He can dance, 
prophesy, threaten or scare you but the fact is you seldom leave 
the same.  
 Another tool has been the crusades overseas. In 
Mexico, Africa, Asia, or Central America few things do better 
than to pray for the sick and see God move. This all started 
when a famous evangelist decided to extend a meeting he was 
holding in Nogales and said Jack Harris would be preaching the 
next night. Until then we thought it was only a special few that 
could pray like this. That night Jack (scared to death) told the 
sick to lay their hands on themselves where they were hurting 
and hundreds got a miracle. 
  Soon others got inspired to do the same. The fact is the 
words of Jesus still have power in Praise Chapel, “Say not ye, 
There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I 
say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest.  (36)  And he that reapeth receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both he that 
soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.” (Joh 4:35-36)   

Missions 

The story of missions had been less of a plan to do 
missions but rather a spontaneous outbreak of domestic and 
world missions. Over and over the story was repeated. Some 
church has a member with connections in some distant place 
and they scrape the money together to get them started and the 
miracle begins again. While there is a Global Harvest it’s mainly 
to help get money into these obscure places. Each couple needs 
to carry much of the weight of finances and the revelation of how 
God will make it happen. 
 This is the story with Oscar and Maricela in Columbia, 
Gerardo and Magda Castro in Costa Rica, Angel and Rosa 
Galicia in Guatemala, Robert Sanchez in Honduras. Often these 
churches not only start a local church but encourage the pastors 
in the area. 
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They often start with little more than promises of prayer 
and places to come and raise support. There is often little or no 
fanfare as they get sent off from their mother church which is 
usually less than 200 people itself. They begin in a living room or 
just witnessing on the streets but soon a miracle happens and a 
church starts. In a home, a store front or even outside they begin 
to see people saved and lives changed. The meeting places can 
be crude. Recently outside Mexico City Raul held a conference 
for the four churches he’s planted there. The church meets in a 
parking lot with 2 brick walls, blue plastic for a roof and dirt for 
the floor, and yet you couldn’t find a more exciting place on earth 
as the stories of changed lives were shared. 

Mike Neville had sent several works to England and 
while they made impact there wasn’t a church to show for all 
their financial investment. In fact many of the earlier men to go 
out would have real impact in the different parts of the world they 
went to but after investing hundreds of thousands would return 
with no church with Praise Chapel on a building. It took planting 
a lot of seed to finally get some to stick. 

Europe had been one of the costliest places. It would be 
two young men that went there much later that finally started to 
establish something permanent. The first was Oscar and Gloria 
Medrano who Tommy Miller sent to England. The second 
Brandon and Pam Munoz sent by Carl and Bonnie Friedrich. 

Pastors Oscar & Gloria were sent out on September 1, 
1998 to Rainham Essex, England. There they have built a 
church, and have also launched out a second church in London.  

This spontaneous spread is the Praise Chapel story. It’s 
built on the same beliefs but is evolving differently because of 
different people and nations. Often the sending church can do  
little more than release these men and women and say “we can’t 
help you as much as we like but we’re never going to hold you 
back either.” Evangelism and church planting are a simple core 
value but how to express it and see it come to life is often the 
responsibility of the person there on the ground.  

Estonia 

 Bobby Menchaca was a central part of the board and 
leadership of the movement. He was pastoring one of the 
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churches having the most impact in Praise Chapel. Not only was 
he planting churches around Texas but he backed Chris and 
Esther Chapman to pioneer in Indonesia.  If that wasn’t enough 
he sent Rory Butler into China who pioneered two house 
churches in unreached people groups. On top of this they 
supported several short term missions’ trips for young people in 
the church. 
 It was in the middle of this that he went on a forty day 
fast and felt God call him to reach into Europe. He shocked 
everyone when he left what was a place of unbelievable impact 
to risk it all. The call wasn’t to just touch one country but the 
promise was to reach seven. He turned the church over to his 
disciples Earnest and Bunny Reynosa and left for Estonia. 
 It would stretch him to the limit. Battles were everywhere 
with finances, culture and children back home but he would win. 
A big help would be when Kelly Lohrke told his son Tito to go 
over and help him. This wasn’t planned but could be a key to the 
future of these church plants. These two became not only closer 
but a powerful team. Europe is one of the hardest places on 
earth to reach but Tito with a background in heavy metal and 
rock would start to reach the kids with some radical new 
approaches to evangelism. Tito met a beautiful young Estonian 
girl he married and is zeroed in on partnering to change Europe. 
The impact is spreading.  

Camden Town 

 Carl Friedrich made a radical shift when he took a young 
couple just out of the youth ministry and sent them to Camden 
Town, England. This is a city known for the unconventional and 
the parties. Fruit was everywhere but it was hard to pin down a 
church. Kids got saved in concerts, one on one witnessing and 
impact teams sent over from California but it was tough getting 
them to commit. Christianity is a thing of the past, the dollar 
worth only fifty cents and little support. 
  For many of these on the cutting edge of outreach, 
victory isn’t won easily or quickly but often when it’s the most 
difficult. It’s in the sacrifice and commitment that lets you know 
only God could keep them going. This is a faith that’s as real as 
any that moves mountains and has just as much power. Five 
years in they are starting to see real growth. 
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 Al and Lizette Lopez had tried every type of traditional 
outreach there in Seville, Spain. It was when they rented a 
theater and began to let non Christian bands play and practice 
there that they finally got a break. They let the bands play 
secular music to get the crowd, and then they stood and 
challenged the crowd with the gospel. 
 Tito and Telle in Estonia, Al and Lizette Lopez in Spain 
and Brandon and Pam Munoz in England would all start to open 
their churches not to Christian bands but to secular ones, and 
while they were there start to witness and share with them, and 
begin to build young but solid works.     

Keep It Simple 

 The key in all this wasn’t a system as much a rough 
outline of what it takes to establish the kingdom. The beginning 
is always outreaching. It’s great if movies, bands or revivals work 
in a place but often they don’t. Each couple has to get hold of 
God and discover something that can attract a crowd. This often 
means a lot of prayer and experimentation. 
 At the heart of this is the simple idea that God’s working 
in us. We have the Holy Spirit as a guide and a teacher, and if 
we simply begin to move Gods promise is He’ll give us fruit. 
We’re never limited to just our ability. Prayer, miracles, the 
presence of God is all part of the deal. 
 From the crowd you have to start to make disciples. 
Some people will just come and fill chairs, but a key is to identify 
those God has his hand on. You want to get those involved in 
the church and ministry. They don’t need in depth training or 
even to have all their sins and kinks worked out. Start them 
simple and let God begin to deal with them. 
 The goal is to become indigenous. Every church wants 
as fast as possible to stand on its own. This is the critical point of 
success. Other ministers and churches will come and help, but 
the final proof of Gods hand is to have a church of whatever size 
carrying its own load. 
 Maturity is yours when you birth another church. This is 
the process of spreading seed that keeps the vision and the call 
alive. 
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Personal: 

In helping pastors what’s your main advice? 
 

Omar Lopez: Do not use the pulpit to vent at the church. Use pulpit 

etiquette there are some things you say and things you don't say. Stay in 

fellowship with other pastor's. Support missions, and realize revival 

services still work. Attend your conference and pastor's retreat every year. 

Be open and welcome help and correction from other pastor's. 

What does faith mean to you? 
 

Donna Neville:  Wow!  That’s huge!  Entire books are written on this 

subject.  But in a nutshell, I hold “faith” to be a double-sided coin.  One side 

of it is the solid confidence in who Jesus is (the only begotten Son of God 

who has paid the price for my salvation by His death, burial and 

resurrection).  The other side of that coin is my “action” (obedience) that 

backs up my belief.  I don’t believe that you can separate the two sides.   

What makes a great Christian?  
 
Omar Lopez: Seek to please God, never stop serving, and stay humble. 

What are most people looking for in a church? 
 

Larry Neville: People come with desperate needs to my church. They are 

looking for a living God Who can intervene in the affairs of Life. The more 

desperate our society becomes the more people are going to be looking for 

this in church.  

How did you feel called? 
 

Carl Friedrich: I was sitting in my recliner reading the Word of God when 

supernaturally the scripture I was reading in 2 Timothy 2: 1 – 7 lifted from 

the page in three dimensional golden letters. The words became so real to 

me that I saw clearly knew God was expressing His calling in my life to 

pioneer a church and to make disciples who would in turn be sent to 

duplicate what God had done in my life. I have never forgotten that 

moment, and that knowledge that it was God who called me into the 

ministry has motivated me to persevere even in the most trying of times.  

This calling was unique to me. I know that God uses as many methods to 

call His people as there are people He calls. There is no one way. But I do 

believe that when a person is called by God, whatever the method  – they 
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will be assured in their spirit beyond doubt that the hand of God is upon 

them. 

What are the biggest problems people face in the future 
 

Omar Lopez: Our society is losing its values, the media corrupts, Internet 

junk tempts, and the church is becoming a social club not a God encounter. 
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15 
_____ 

 Fellow Travelers 
 

“You'll use the old rubble of past lives to build anew, 
rebuild the foundations from out of your past. You'll be 

known as those who can fix anything, restore old 
ruins, rebuild and renovate, make the community 

livable again.” Isa 58:12 MSG   
 
 
 Much of the story in the late nineties and 2,000’s was of 
those God begun to bring into fellowship. Even though the 
fellowship probably doubled during that time much of its impact 
would be with people and groups outside Praise Chapel. 
 Many of these would never join Praise Chapel directly 
but would see themselves as linked. Praise Chapel would be a 
place where they helped in missions and ministry. In 2007 there 
would be 200 churches directly planted in the United States, 
while impacting churches in over thirty countries. There would be 
a larger and larger group of fellow travelers that while not 
ordained by the organization had the same vision. 
 There are well over a hundred churches around the 
country that are heavily affected by the books, preachers and 
vision of Praise Chapel while not joining. 
 Greg Johnson played a key part in the vision being 
birthed in Larry and Mike when he scheduled both Mike and 
Larry to come and preach for him in Yuma Arizona. For the rest 
of their lives these men would be friends.  
  Greg would pastor in Yuma, and Prescott, Arizona, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Gallop, New Mexico along with 
Adelaide and Perth Australia. Greg and Robin Johnson would 
play a key role in hundreds of churches in the United States and 
Australia. Everywhere he went he took his unique humor and 
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vulnerability, plus an ability to hear from God. Greg had always 
been a favorite conference and revival speaker in Praise Chapel 
and started to naturally align with the men and vision without 
actually joining. 
 Mike and Sharon Mastin were another couple like this. 
Mike got saved as a teen ager and began preaching at 19 in 
Tempe Arizona. Mikes biggest impact would be in Perth 
Australia. From that church he would send out over a hundred 
churches to every part of Australia and the world. His experience 
and knowledge are unique and hard to find. In 2007 he went 
back into Australia to work with the Assembly of God there and is 
still a close friend and partner. 

Lancaster 

 Pastor Larry had started a church in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania before he left from there to the Philippines. The 
first person to walk in and get saved at the Holiday Inn was a  
Puerto Rican from New York City named Louie  Carillo. A few 
years later Louie was preaching on the streets in Downtown 
Lancaster when he met Philip Hernandez also from New York 
City. Philip was a Christian and became a part of the church in 
Lancaster.  
 Also coming into the church with Larry were Steve and 
Nancy Graybill. Raised in the atmosphere of Pennsylvania they 
would be as different from the gangs of California as black is 
from white, they would be planted into Reading, Pennsylvania 
which today is a strong growing church.  
 The  Lancaster church had a lot of pastoral changes and 
was not seeing new growth so the last pastor decided to close 
the church in 1991,  releasing the people to go to different 
churches in the area. He also announced that Felipe and Yvonne 
Hernandez would be opening a new church in Lancaster. 
  The next weekend Felipe reopened the church with eight 
people in his living room. Felipe Hernandez was born and raised 
in Spanish Harlem (New York City). He came to know Christ in 
Puerto Rico in 1978 while hiding from the law because he 
thought he’d killed a man. Returning to the United States, he fell 
away from God and sank back into a life of violence, crime and 
drugs. Four years later, on the edge of suicide, he had a 
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dramatic personal encounter with Jesus. Recommitting his life to 
God, Phil and his wife Yvonne came to Lancaster in 1983. 
          In Lancaster, Yvonne surrendered her life to Jesus. Felipe 
became active in local church ministry and worked for 15 years 
in the juvenile criminal system as a counselor, mentor, trainer 
and foster parent. He was the first Hispanic director of the 
Lancaster Boy’s and Girl’s Club. 
   Felipe had aligned with Mike and Larry and Praise 
Chapel but there really weren’t any other Praise Chapel’s around 
him. So he began to partner with the churches in Lancaster 
county. Mennonites, Lutherans, Charismatic’s and Methodists 
started to become his friend and partner with him. He became a 
light in the city, and so called the church “In the light ministries.” 
 The church was pushing 500 when they started talking 
to one of the oldest denominations in that part of the country. 
They believed in him so much that they gave him a church that 
could seat a 1,000 and fills a square block. In every area from 
missions to church planting there is real synergy with other 
groups. 

The Reeces  

Dale and Jan Reece met in Denver, Colorado at Bible 
College. When they graduated they moved back to Gallup New 
Mexico where revival was breaking out in a unique church 
pastored by a Navajo Indian.  Dale soon found his place and was 
a bridge to the Charismatic’s coming in and the new converts.  

Dale worked for a trading post there in the city to pay the 
bills and then more and more functioned as the assistant pastor. 
He took a church in 1980 in Tempe Arizona. Dale was unique in 
that he’s always been able to reach across cultures. He would 
pioneer in Sydney Australia, a church that had people from close 
to a dozen nations. He returned to Gallup and took a church on 
the edge of the Indian reservation in 1990. In 1994 he moved to 
Cape Town in South Africa. 
 Here he started to reach the coloreds; a unique group 
that was caught between the two dominate cultures in Africa of 
the Africans and the whites. By a series of miracles doors 
opened that led to a great building and steady continuous 
revival. By 2005 they were reaching 600 people and had planted 
three churches. As conflicts developed in the group he was a 
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part of in 2000 he reached back out to Larry Neville and began to 
check into Praise Chapel.  
 A Praise Chapel opened in Portland Oregon in 2005 and 
he and Jan made the move. With him would come a network of 
churches in South Africa and several other key men and women.  

The Van Diermans 

 Rudy and Francine Van Dierman had gotten saved in 
Holland and when he heard about church planting he knew it 
would be a key to reaching Holland. This is a nation that’s 
strange in that it’s both religious and secular. Church is formal 
and usually dead, but it’s also a nation of deep moral 
compromise with government sponsored brothels. The politics 
revolve around religious affiliation but most only go to church to 
be buried and married. Rudy started a church in Swolla as a 
teenager that started reaching young people. He would plant out 
of there over fifty churches and help to lead a network of 
churches all over Europe. 
 In 1997 he moved to Pretoria, South Africa and 
pioneered what was for that city a rare cross cultural church 
reaching African, Indian, colored and white. Rudy had been 
close to Johnny Dorris and when things began to get tense with 
the group he was in reestablished ties with Johnny and Praise 
Chapel. In 2004 he returned to Holland to pioneer.  

Jack and Pattie Harris 

 Jack Harris was another friend of Mike and Larry that 
would play a key role in Praise Chapel. Jack was one of the first 
to preach at the Praise Chapel conferences’. His biggest 
influence would possibly be in crusades overseas. Pastoring 
would always be just a part of his call. He’s always felt drawn to 
missions.  
 Jack had married Pattie in Prescott, Arizona and by a 
series of miracles had given their life to God. The biggest miracle 
was just them having a family. The day the doctors told Pattie 
she couldn’t have kids Larry Reed prophesied they would. The 
doctors turned out wrong. In the same prophesy Larry said Jack 
would see the sick healed all over the world. 
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 It was 1975 while Jack was pastoring in Nogales, 
Arizona that he began to feel drawn to Mexico. Across the border 
was a city forming overnight as factories moved there from 
America. He couldn’t resist the draw. He knew America wasn’t 
where God wanted him. He and Bill Walworth started checking 
the land out across the border and before long a church was 
growing that would scatter revival across Mexico. From that 
moment Jack would always be involved in the world. 
 Jack would pioneer churches in Globe, and Nogales 
Arizona, Farmington New Mexico, Nogales Mexico and Guam. In 
addition he pastored in Flagstaff and Prescott Arizona, Rancho 
Cucamonga, California, Denver, Colorado as well as Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania. Jack would send over a hundred men into the 
ministry directly or indirectly while seeing thousands healed and 
saved. Jack came into the Philippines over and over and worked 
with Larry to reach people and pastors. 
 It’s while he was pastoring in Rancho Cucamonga that 
he knew Larry was supposed to be the pastor there. Jack would 
spend the next few years struggling to find his place. He had lost 
much of his heart to pastor and felt set aside by God. He was 
pastoring a small church in Denver and in many ways doing 
more than most pastors could dream of but he knew God had 
something else. He turned the church over to Jeff Purcella and 
waited on God. 

Iraq 

 His youngest son Pete was in Iraq and had made friends 
with several of the Kurds there. This was a persecuted minority 
that Saddam had tried to exterminate. Pete at the time wasn’t 
even living for God but he began to tell these men about his dad 
the evangelist. From a string of miracles Jack found himself over 
there meeting with government officials, making a documentary 
film for the nation; but more importantly just bringing hope. 
 Jack for the next couple years would go in and out 
several times a year. He broke the law there by leading several 
to Christ. His impact was different that in the past. He couldn’t 
preach or hold healing crusades so he just started helping 
people. He brought in some doctors, drilled a well, fixed a road, 
and built homes for refugees. Everything was faith. He knew this 
was what God wanted for him. 
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 In 2008 Jack and Jimmy Joe Lewis held a Bible 
Conference for over a hundred pastors and workers. This was 
something thought impossible a year before. In one of the least 
evangelized places on earth seed is being planted. 

Eric Dooley 

Eric Dooley was a good prospect for the ministry. He 
was preparing for a career as a doctor he just never felt a 
traditional call to preach. He felt he would be involved in 
missions but figured he would be supporting the real missionary 
while working a job in another country. Saved when he went to 
college, he helped in a ministry to foreign students. He soon 
made friends with some students from Indonesia. When they 
returned to Indonesia, Eric went with them. He never felt a 
specific call; he just had an opportunity and took it. Working with 
these nationals, he soon had several churches going. It was then 
that the group he was a part of in the United States fell apart. In 
a few days his support disappeared and pressures in Indonesia 
forced him to make a change. The logical thing was to go home 
but Eric has seldom done the obvious. 

Eric and his wife, Jenny, didn’t feel like they wanted to 
return to the states. While in college he reached a group of 
exchange students from Singapore that he had disciple. They 
had returned home, but had trouble finding a church they felt 
was for them. They invited Eric to come to Singapore; He and 
Jenny  jumped on it. Soon a strong church of around a hundred 
was functioning while the churches in Indonesia continued to 
grow rapidly. 

Unsatisfied with church maintenance, Eric saw a need in 
Cambodia. Governments were changing rapidly and the 
instability was making it possible to preach there for the first time 
in years. Eric took his four kids and pregnant wife into a very 
unstable situation with nothing but the promise of Gods 
protection. They saw one of the government leaders that had at 
first resisted their efforts end up renting them a house that 
became their first church building.  

From that core group has come a church of over 500 
that’s spreading all over Cambodia. 
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From there Eric went to Vietnam. Preaching to nationals 
was and is illegal in that communist country so he started an 
international church that has grown to a couple hundred. 
Refusing to not reach Vietnamese the church was shut down, 
but it’s only made it stronger as it moved into homes. 

Eric and Jenny are positioned for their next move as 
Asia opens up to the gospel. At a Praise Chapel World 
conference Eric made the challenge, “If you don’t know where to 
go get a map and throw a dart.” It’s astounding how much 
someone can do who feels nothing but sees a great opportunity. 
 Eric isn’t a card carrying member of Praise Chapel but 
the DNA is the same and there is great cooperation and 
encouragement that flows back and forth. 

Dr John and Dorris Holland 

 When Larry was a part of Foursquare he developed a 
relationship with the Holland’s who were the South West District 
Supervisors. Dr. Holland and Doris had built a church to over a 
thousand in Canada when churches of that size hardly existed. 
He later functioned as pastor of Angelus Temple and then 
became president of Foursquare. With all of this he was always 
a source of counsel and encouragement to many of the pastors 
in Praise Chapel especially at the end of his life.  
 When circumstances opened up his time they felt God 
calling them to a closer relationship. For the last ten years of his 
life Dr. Holland and Doris committed a majority of his effort to 
helping Praise Chapel. He became a key mentor and advisor as 
well as a cheer leader telling old friends and relationships about 
this great group of evangelists and church planters at Praise 
Chapel. Speaking at nearly every conference and summit he has 
played a key role in the groups development. 
 It was a huge loss to Larry and all the leaders when Dr. 
Holland passed away in 2007.  Doris Holland is still a close 
friend and a voice into the lives of Larry and Janet. 

Denominations 

 One of the latest evolutions in the story has been the 
open door into other denominations and other groups. A part of 
the original vision was the prophesy that came with the scripture, 



 Chapter 15 
 Fellow Travelers 

145 
 

“And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places: 
thou shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and 
thou shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of 
paths to dwell in.” (Isa 58:12) 

In the beginning of Praise Chapel no one was interested 
in ordaining these disciples Mike was sending out. It was just too 
radical for most denominations, even the one Mike was a part of 
at the time. 

The theme of the 2000 World Bible Conference was 
“Connectivity, the power to touch the world.” Larry challenged 
Praise Chapel to connect with others. He said that we are not 
called to isolation but to connectivity. He shared how 
denominations are closing churches down in the inner city.  He 
prophesied that doors of opportunity were going to open in these 
groups, and that churches and building in the inner city that were 
empty or did not have pastors were going to open. “Our vision is 
not to build a denomination. We are called to be earth fillers,” He 
said. Out of that conference things began to change. 

  Mitch Thurman came from a dysfunctional family. His 
oldest brother rescued him as a child when he was in a bad 
home environment. The next time he saw his mother was when 
she accidentally ran over him about six years later. Looking up 
from under the truck that hit him on his bike he saw mom. He 
married Jeanie and they became a team to help others escape 
the pressures of a broken world. They do a great job. 

Mitch first got saved in his brother’s church in Phoenix, 
which he took over at nineteen. He then went to Tyler Texas and 
then to England. He finally landed in San Jose California at the 
heart of the Silicon Valley. Nobody would describe the journey as 
easy but it has been fruitful and exciting. They would be in twelve 
different locations in a 14 year period. The latest twist in the story 
is their joining Assembly of God. His church was orphaned when 
the city took their building and they were forced to move from 
hotel to hotel.  

Mitch saw the Assemblies sell two of their buildings and 
was grieved. He talked to Larry about contacting The Assemblies 
of God and Larry said it was God. He wrote them a letter and 
said if there was some way they could trust him and work 
together he would put churches in these empty buildings. He 



Revival 

146 
 

didn’t want to see churches closed down any more. He got a 
response back the same day he sent the letter.  

They were immediately interested in Mitch because of 
his heart to plant churches. The district superintendent 
introduced him to a pastor with a property in San Jose. Soon 
they joined churches together. This has been good for Praise 
Chapel and Assemblies of God. Mitch has already had 
opportunity to share the vision for church planting with other 
Assembly of God churches and is now part of the sectional and 
district teams for church planting. 
 Since then Praise Chapel Pastors have accepted 
positions to pioneer or assume leadership in churches in the 
Assemblies of God PA Evangelical, Church of God,  Southern 
Baptist, and Assembly of God in England. It’s been astounding 
how little conflict theirs been as these men now wear two hats 
and are able to learn from these groups while bringing in some of 
their own unique perspectives on church planting and 
evangelism. 

Tested 

 In Praise Chapel the atmosphere was one of a lot of 
grace. Few of the pastors or evangelists acted or looked like 
those pastoring more traditional churches. This was new wine 
and while most ministers were honest and hard working there 
were failures and mistakes in leaders. To some degree the 
astounding thing was there weren’t more. Mike if he had a fault 
was that he was willing to forgive and believe in people that 
really didn’t deserve it. 
  A killer of revival is the tendency to create spiritual 
prisons out of once alive congregations. Revival tends to ebb 
and flow. If God’s not moving it’s easy to say we’ll move for him. 
This subtle shift from grace to guilt, and to try to create by human 
effort what was God is understandable but exhausting. This is 
when what was a move of God becomes something we’re trying 
to create by energy and effort. Righteousness is the goal but 
when it’s maintained by lots of rules and guilt you’ve moved from 
revival to fear and flesh. 
 Revival is a celebration. It has a certain atmosphere. 
Just like you can feel something at a football game where the 
teams winning or around a couple in love, there is a tangible 
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atmosphere that comes with the presence of God. When revival 
becomes history or ritual it’s over. Revival is right now and 
tangible.  
 When there’s revival time means little. People don’t have 
to be forced to come they want to. Smiles are the common 
apparel and even yelling, whistling and dancing. It’s not making 
people obey but coming together to share the stories of our 
victories during the week and to celebrate. 
 Part of what creates this is when Jesus is very personal. 
The altars are full. People are encountering Christ who had been 
just a few hours before sinning. In many churches your 
considered a good Christian if you look good, tithe and come to 
service. In revival more is expected. Christ becomes so personal 
that sin isn’t comfortable. This is where those especially with a 
call can’t get enough of the presence of God but spend time 
praying, studying and fellowshipping.  The natural tendency of 
men is towards religion and we easily shift from the personal to 
the formal. We make it about people, property and ritual. Revival 
is an atmosphere. 
 While this shows in commitment, prayer, Bible study and 
worship they are not what create revival but a result of it. One of 
the most common stories in the Bible is of seasons of testing. 
Jesus is in the wilderness and the devil comes and offers his 
idea of a kingdom. Jesus wasn’t fooled. He knew that as long as 
He trusted God the Kingdom was coming in the way God wanted 
it. 
 Mike and Larry both were faithful workers. They didn’t 
use the lack of revival as an excuse to do nothing, but they never 
tried to call what was just maintenance or effort, God. They 
longed for something more real and tangible and cried out until it 
came. It’s the cry that is again in the hearts of many. 
 

A Personal View: 
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What do you thinks critical for the future of Praise 

Chapel? 
 

Carl Friedrich: As I see it, the most important thing for the future of our 

movement of churches will be the ability to bring a relevant message to the 

next generation. The original movement produced a generation of leaders 

with a specific message geared to second-generation Hispanic immigrants 

locked in neighborhoods with little hope for economic advancement. The 

social, educational and economic factors have shifted and the underlying 

message must reflect that reality to remain viable. The next generation of 

leaders will have to maintain the simple message of the power of God as 

the only answer to life’s problems, while challenging a more educated and 

affluent congregation with many other opportunities to serve and sacrifice 

for the cause Christ.  

Much thought and prayer will be needed to get the mind of Christ 

to bring a message that will resonate to a culture increasingly antagonistic 

to any passionate call for Christian principals, to make the decision to 

invest one’s life in Christian service. 

 
Larry Neville: Connectivity!  I grew up in the ministry independent. We 

did not belong to any fellowship or denomination. I value fellowship and 

connectivity. Lifelong friendship means the most to me. I see many who 

have not come to value connectivity. They have an independent spirit. In 

the end of the day, I have not seen independent spirited people very happy 

or truly fruitful.  

 

What makes praise chapel unique? 
 
Omar Lopez:  

• Vision and release,  

• God can use anyone that is willing,  

• No superstars just regular people,  

• Non-traditional church 

 

How important is church planting to Praise Chapel? 
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Larry Neville: We are a church planting movement. Church planting is our 

core vision. We believe that church planting is the greatest method of 

reaching the world for Christ.  If we ever quit planting churches we die!  

 

Do churches need to give? 
 

Larry Neville: I do not believe any church will last the long haul if they do 

not give sacrificially and generously. Where to? World missions, other 

fruitful  ministries, those of their spiritual family.  
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16 
_____ 

 

A Fellowship of 
Fellowships 

 

“I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an 
open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not 

denied my name.” Rev 3:8 KJVR   
 
 A major event for Larry and Janet was when he was 
diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2000. The doctors told him 
that without treatment he would be dead in ten years. Cancer 
had killed his brother, it was a major wakeup call that put 
urgency into what he needed to do. 
 Though he started treatment he knew this was more 
than an accident. In ten years he wanted Praise Chapel to have 
a structure that would allow multiplication and to not be isolated 
from other churches and groups.  
 He also felt the need to reinforce the original vision. He 
wrote the book on connectivity in 2002 and laid out the idea of a 
life lived for friendship rather than production. In this he reminded 
everyone of what made Praise Chapel; Praise Chapel. He called 
these the seven drivers. 
 
The First Driver: God is seeking for someone. 
The Second Driver: We are Pentecostal 
The Third Driver:  Radical Evangelism 
The Fourth Driver:  Discipleship 
The Fifth Driver: The Local church  
The Sixth Driver: Fellowship
The Seventh Driver: Global Harvest 
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 The call was to fight for the essentials but allow great 
freedom on the non essentials. Not every pastor was going to 
plant churches; that was up to them. These were all good men 
and together more could be done than alone. Larry’s main focus 
was to help and encourage those that believed like him. 

The Map 

 Larry began to present a ten-year vision of multiplication. 
It centered on the Family of Fellowships and his core belief that 
we are called to reproduce everything God has accomplished in 
Praise Chapel. We reproduce pastors, churches and fellowships. 
It is easier to talk about this than it is to accomplish it and 
structure is usually the hindrance. Revival begins radical then 
gets organized to death.  
 The traditional structure usually draws toward the center 
so that everything that happens at the periphery serves to build 
the center. With this structure, denominations or organizations 
keep getting larger. 
           The Praise Chapel structure he knew must reinforce the 
vision of multiplication. Nothing reproduces like families. People 
fill the earth by linking together in families and having babies. 
This is God’s organic structure to fill the earth. These are 
different sizes, have their own cultures and activities, meet at 
varying times and places and as they grow their schedules and 
activities change, but they are still family. The core vision of 
Praise Chapel is in planting churches which is like having babies. 
Then forming a family (fellowship) to service, grow and enable 
these churches.              
 Instead of copying the structures of traditional 
denominations Larry pointed towards the idea of a family of 
fellowships. God had shown him that the key for the future 
wasn’t to build around himself, but the vision for indigenous local 
churches in synergy. He could see where a family of fellowships 
would work together as a network and help each other fulfill the 
vision to fill the earth. 
  The term that Larry used for this future was “Earth fillers 
not Kingdom builders”. There will always be a Praise Chapel 
International Fellowship but as much as possible he wanted to 
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release everything that he could into the emerging fellowships. 
The government of the United States is an example of this. In 
1776 the only style of nations was kings. This was too restrictive 
and full of built in limitations for the Americans. The early 
founders saw the idea of States that were given great freedom 
while still uniting.  
 Larry believed that from the beginning the key had been 
in local churches and he began to move to center the future as 
much as possible on them. The focus would be relational not 
structural. 
          He had spent years watching the futile efforts of people to 
control and force mature men to do what was right. He wasn’t 
going to waste time and energy on that. As the President of 
Praise Chapel what drives him is simply the idea that he was 
going to trust God and let things take their natural course. He 
knows that he is responsible to set the vision but not to force it. 
He knows that only if churches work together can they change 
the world.  

Smaller is Better 

            As more churches grew and planted churches the World 
Bible Conference also grew every year. They moved from the 
convenience of the local church to whatever big venue would 
hold them. They rented sports arenas, tents, and hotel 
convention centers and then the Ontario convention center.  As 
they grew more people came and yet less people were involved. 
If Larry had chosen to stay with the same structure there was no 
limit to how large the Bible Conference would grow. 
             Of course the cost of the conferences also continued to 
skyrocket. Struggling to pay for the location and the cost of 
bringing in missionaries from all over the world began to create 
its own pressures. Larry wanted to release as much of each 
churches finances as possible towards their own vision for 
missions and church planting, so he dropped the idea of the tithe 
that churches had paid to the Fellowship and instituted a very 
minimal financial arrangement. This didn’t leave a lot of loose 
cash to spend on conferences. As the cost of these gatherings 
started to pass the hundred thousand dollar mark and then two 
hundred he started asking God what was important. The problem 
was these were both fun and successful. It was fine if it was 
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essential, but he began to understand this wasn’t his primary call 
and very possibly it was hindering both multiplication and 
connectivity. 
            Larry saw that while the big was fun it was in the smaller 
settings that fellowship happened and young pastors got a 
chance to shine. The central organizational pattern wasn’t a bad 
thing. He just felt God had something unique for Praise Chapel; 
something that would fit the culture and plan of God for the last 
days.  Larry’s original shift from evangelism to pastoring and 
missionary work was not to build a new organization but to do as 
much for God as possible. He knew in his heart this was always 
tied more to scattering than to holding on. So his goal was to 
release more to the emerging fellowships and put more 
emphasis upon the “Harvesters Homecomings.” 

“Harvesters Homecomings.” 

 The Bible Conference was birthed out of a genuine 
desire to help the new church plants and pioneer pastors.  When 
Mike had about three churches planted, he felt the need to bring 
them home to their mother church for a week of training, 
celebration, testimonies and vision. The mother church would 
sponsor them and a few of the couples from their new church. 
They would provide a hotel or someone’s home to stay in, food 
money and sometimes transportation. The idea was to invest in 
that pioneer church.  
 Most of the pastors in Praise Chapel received the call of 
God to pioneer during one of these Bible Conferences, and as 
long as the conference functioned from within the mother church 
the cost isn’t extreme. The mother church can invest in the baby 
churches not the other way around.  
 But when everything keeps moving toward the center, 
and everyone comes back to one Bible Conference things quicly 
change. You have to rent convention centers, and the cost factor 
accelerates. Now the mother church is asking the baby churches 
to pay. So rather than investing in the baby churches the mother 
church is asking them to sacrifice to pay for the conference.  
 The structure for multiplication centers around this same 
pattern of a mother church, but when they have planted three or 
more churches they begin having their own Bible Conference. 
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This allows them to do exactly what Mike did in Maywood; 
bringing home the workers they have sent out, and investing in 
couples from these churches.  
 They become a fellowship or family in a family. They 
usually bring in a speaker from outside but the pioneer pastors 
do most of the preaching. There are few messages preached 
that would make Christian TV but there is lots of life and 
maturing. This was what Larry wanted to promote. These place 
great dignity on the emerging fellowships and the local churches 
as opposed to the organization. Big events are great but they 
often stop churches from having their own events. These smaller 
events allow greater fellowship and expression. 
  To facilitate this structure Larry moved the World 
Conferences out of the Las Angeles area to Phoenix, Arizona 
and from once a year to every two years. The purpose was to 
focus onto the emerging fellowships and their homecoming 
conferences.  As these emerging fellowships have taken on the 
responsibility it is clear that this is the direction that will release 
greater multiplication. The vision is to multiply the World 
Conferences into at least a dozen or more Harvester’s 
Conferences in 2010.   

Summits 

           To assist in the development of the emerging fellowships 
Larry established, the Harvesters Leadership Coalition and the 
Harvest Leadership Summits. Twice each year the leaders of the 
emerging fellowships meet together for three days. Here they 
fellowship, pray, receive leadership teaching and plan together.  
These are great times to connect the leaders and to speak into 
each other’s life. The main requirement is to have planted three 
churches and have a Harvester’s Conference. 
 The hardest thing to maintain in most groups is real 
fellowship. Those that are the most productive are often also the 
busiest. These gatherings are primarily just bringing some of the 
best and most productive leaders together for synergy and fun. 
 The astounding thing about Praise Chapel is the quality 
of these men and women. As they receive more responsibility 
and opportunity they grow into it. 
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The Emerging Fellowships 

  One of the most significant couples in Praise Chapel as 
a board member, and planter would be Carl and Bonnie 
Fredriech. Their church in Anaheim California would grow to be 
almost as strong as Huntington Park sending out churches that 
plant churches. Two of their men would build fellowships 
themselves and close to thirty churches are growing and 
expanding in Mexico. While Carl’s, son Adam partners with him 
and heads a team of pastors that are running a youth ministry 
that’s changing the future of the fellowship. 
 Ray Figueroa moved to Baldwin Park in 2001 where 
they bought their own property. They’ve planted 13 churches out 
of there and have three churches that are their grandchildren. 
This gang member destined to live and die in a few block area of 
LA is now traveling several times a year to every corner of the 
earth to preach the gospel. In 2007 their daughter and son in law 
went out to pioneer making a new family heritage. They have 
outgrown their building and are moving forward aggressively. 
 Donna Neville has the responsibility of several dozen 
churches planted from Huntington Park as well as helping 
pastors with the battles of leading maturing congregations. 
Conferences, retreats, and just carrying for many dysfunctional 
pastors wrestling with trying to be like Christ, stretches her to the 
limits, but the limit seems to be growing.  
 Their local conference is bigger than many of the old 
world conferences used to be with speakers like Jack Hayford, 
John Glass, and John Bevere speaking at them. Donna has 
developed into not only a great pastor but a sought after 
conference speaker and leader of pastors. She brings a unique 
perspective to the fellowship through her vision, ministry and 
personality. 
 In 2007 her son took a new step by moving with a few 
families and pioneering in Downey, California. Excited about his 
future he’s both a Christian rapper and a pastor. 
  Mike and Donna’s daughter Nichelle married Randy 
Emerson. He didn’t seem to be the preacher type but he was a 
great bouncer as a personal trainer and competitive in body 
building. Nichelle was involved in a little bit of everything in the 
church, leading worship and working with the youth when Randy 
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fired up. He started what he called the Green House. He got the 
kids no one could reach and with a radical message and 
deliverance began to touch kids that seemed unreachable. This 
became a major force in the revitalizing of the Huntington Park 
church and in 2008 they became the pastors of the San Jacinto, 
California Praise Chapel. 
  Mark and Darleen Amaya  have five churches out and 
fill their service. Mark’s unique in his emphasis on fellowship and 
half the church can go to lunch together after a Sunday service.  
 Tyrone & Mary Garay pastor in Everett Washington 
where they have planted a number of churches not just in 
America but the South Seas and Israel. They recently started a 
second campus and Tyrone travels to over thirty churches a year 
strengthening and helping them. 
 Fernando and Liz Villicana have staked out the turf in 
Fullerton California. Fernando resigned from the LAFD in 1997 to 
assume a full time position as the senior pastor of Praise Chapel 
Fullerton.  They have six churches out and in addition, he was 
asked to serve as the Senior Chaplain for the Fullerton Fire 
Department and the Fire Corp. Program Manager. Every week 
he not only preaches at church but all over Los Angeles to 
Fireman and community leaders. 
  Omar and Letty Lopez are in Paramount California 
where the church has moved into a new facility and planted ten 
churches in Southern California, Mexico, Colorado and 
Washington. 
 The Chavez’s planted their first church in 1998 in El 
Cajon. They’ve planted four churches but the biggest impact may 
be with Ronnie working with the churches in Mexico. 
 Tommy and Sarah Miller always wanting to do the most 
possible wouldn’t pioneer churches just in America but send 
Oscar and Gloria Mendrano to Essex England and Liuaki & Sala 
Nacagilevu to the Fiji Islands. In addition he took primary 
responsibility for Frank & Victoria Donkor in Ghana, West Africa, 
while planting two churches in the United States. 
 Kelly and Esther have four churches relating to them and 
a couple in Chicago. The miracle in all this is that Kelly never 
wanted to go there and had every reason to quit, but today he 
knows that God can do great things anywhere. 
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  It was in 1999 that Abraham & Maribel Pedraja took over 
a Spanish church in Lincoln Heights, California that was in 
trouble. He went to do a revival that lasted 5 weeks, and he just 
never left there. He started a Spanish Bible school, sent works to 
Rialto, Simi Valley and Highland Park. That though was just the 
beginning as they planted a Chinese church in Fullerton then 
sent two couples to Mexico and one to Guatemala. 
  Mitch and Jennie Thurman pastor in San Jose, California 
a church that’s seen several churches started. They have a 
Harvesters conference that churches all over the Bay Area come 
to and get blessed, and are preparing to plant a church in Yap. 
 Ernest and Bunny Reynosa head a fellowship of 
churches in Texas as well as backing church plants in both 
China and Indonesia. 
 Felipe and Yvonne Hernandez  pastor in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania where they have planted three churches on the 
East Coast and hold a Harvesters Conference for a half dozen 
other churches that they help to impact that part of the country. 
 On the West coast is Phil and Dee Dee Hernandez who 
have been around almost from the beginning. Phil has been 
everything from a missionary, assistant pastor, pastor to an 
electrician. Today out of El Monte five churches have been 
planted.  

Spreading Out 

 If the early story of Praise Chapel was that of planting 
new churches every six months, it’s becoming more and more 
the story of emerging fellowships and the churches they plant. 
The synergy in a rising tide of new fellowships and leaders can 
change the world. Men and women are learning how to lead and 
scatter the story of Christ into the world. What once could only 
be done by denominations is now happening from local 
churches. 
 The average church in the world is still somewhere 
around seventy five. Praise Chapel has positioned itself to help 
and encourage these. While several churches are now hitting the 
thousand mark and they play their part in the story, the power of 
revival isn’t limited to these. Small and medium size churches in 
synergy with others can do more together than can ever be done 
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alone. At the heart of Praise Chapel is pastors and their wives 
that seldom get cheered but they partner with others around 
them to change the world. 

Change 

. The concept of change in structure is hard for some to 
grasp. As we approach 2010 and the end of a world conference, 
some fear that this is the end of any real unity, but this isn’t the 
end of the story it’s just a continuation of what’s always been a 
unique story. From the beginning what we’ve done has been 
different if not considered impossible. Like Israel in the Old 
Testament following the cloud and the pillar of fire this has been 
more a story of obedience than structure.  
 There is no intention of breaking up but the glue that 
holds us together has to be God. This is what God wanted in the 
beginning of his establishing of the nation of Israel. Israel’s 
leaders weren’t kings but prophets, patriarchs, and judges. The 
nation was twelve brothers that became nations and as long as 
they helped each other they were undefeatable. This is Praise 
Chapel. A Family of fellowships united to take the world. 
 While the big conventions give a sense of community, 
multiple small events are really maintaining it. As the 
organization moves towards 2010 there will be multiple 
opportunities in training events, leadership summits and 
encounters for people to stay in community. 
 Knowing there have to be events that bridge the 
separate fellowships in 2007 they started having encounters in 
all the different parts of the country to bring together all the 
pastors there to remind them that they are a part of something 
bigger than just their church or even their fellowship. By 2009 
these events will be almost monthly. 
  No one knows for sure what it may look like in the future. 
In the early part of the new century pressures forced the group to 
hire Billy Hall full time and get others part time to handle the 
pressures of growth, but the goal is to keep this at a minimum. 
 Paul and Shanna Neville are both the kids of 
missionaries. It was a natural fit to take responsibility for Global 
Harvest as well as helping Larry. Paul is Larry’s son and Shanna 
the McGovern’s daughter. They have a natural heart for missions 
as well as experience. They pioneered in the Washington DC 
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area and then miraculously took a church within the Church of 
God Denomination in San Bernardino before returning to Rancho 
Cucamonga.  

Connectivity 

 The foundation of Praise Chapel is relationship. Some 
groups build on doctrine, rules, tasks, property or ritual. From the 
beginning Praise Chapel has been people helping each other. 
Coming from an independent framework Mike and Donna always 
valued partnering with others but they saw this as flowing from 
vision and friendship not structure. Working together we 
accomplished ten times more than alone. 
 Mike and Larry both saw the value of bringing people 
together. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.” (Act 2:42) “And in those days, when the number of the 
disciples were multiplied,” (Act 6:1)   Synergy is where one plus 
one becomes many times more than two. 
 Revival is just the chains of family and friends that reach 
each other and one convert reaches another. This book is the 
stories of friends helping each other. Larry and Mike were a 
network that always encouraged each other. If one brother found 
a good church he told his brother so he could go there also. It 
wasn’t a competition, but a partnership. As they traveled as 
evangelists they were discouraged by the independent circles 
that too much typified their name. They seemed to be in it for 
themselves. Some of these men weren’t even connected to God 
let alone to something that could change the world. 
  The denominational crowd (while connected) seemed to 
be more around titles, organization and property than 
relationship. They longed for more. It began to happen. Much of 
this came through discipling men. As people got saved and their 
lives changed they naturally began to link together. They saw 
their pastor as a teacher or even a father that wanted to help 
them discover God and his purpose for their lives. Naturally 
these disciples wanted to help their pastor fulfill his call and life. 
These men soon went from those that just came to church to 
powerful ministers in their own right. As their gifts linked with 
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others already working the fellowship began to be able to 
accomplish more and more. 
 Much of the story of Praise Chapel though was the 
discovery of people of like vision and purpose. As they invited 
men into preach and traveled themselves they began to form a 
network. Some were called Praise Chapel, many had other titles. 
What they had in common was a desire to see people saved and 
churches planted. Sammy Morris, Phil Hernandez, Jack Harris, 
Bobby Menchaca, Frank Donkor, Kelly Lohrke, Eric Dooley, Mike 
Mastin, Rudy Vandeirman and a hundred others were men of 
like faith. 
 The most important thing Jesus said, was love. (Jn 3:16, 
Mt 22:37-39, I Cor 13, I Jn) This desire to maintain friendships 
would be the force behind conferences, healthy churches, and 
growing ministries. To look at Praise Chapel is to look at a family 
of fellowships, and true networks of friends. 
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A Personal View 
 

As the leader of a fellowship what’s changed from just 

pastoring? 
 

Carl Friedrich: I think the greatest challenge has been the added 

responsibility of providing pastoral care, oversight and direction to other 

pastors. There can be no question that this requires a certain amount of 

additional time and energy. The function of a fellowship leader is not to 

micromanage the lives or the ministries of those he is responsible for, as 

they are mature disciples of the Lord. But on an as-needed basis, the leader 

must be ready to bring direction or discipline, counsel or encouragement, 

practical help and assistance to those under his leadership. At least 

initially, each worker will face circumstances they are unfamiliar with and 

need assistance to work through. Even as the worker gains experience, 

marital or family issues may arise for which pastoral help is needed. 

Providing a prayer covering in important. Just talking through some of the 

pressures they face may help bring needed comfort.  

It is true, that each worker will require time and consideration. 

As a beginner, new to the ministry,  the experience of the fellowship leader 

is essential to the continued growth and development of that worker. 

What makes a great church service?  

 

Omar Lopez: Great worship, the presence of God, laughter, salvations, and 

preaching. 

Will all churches plant a church? 
 

Larry Neville: All churches could plant churches. Every living thing should  

be able to reproduce. If the Father is present then birthing should take 

place. I think churches do not plant churches because they do not know 

they can, don’t want to pay the price, lack the vision.  Praise Chapel is not 

filled with powerful churches or special people. We simply believe in 

people and are willing to invest in and send out our best people. I have 

traveled and ministered in all types of churches for most of my life. I 

always meet people in churches that I feel have a call upon their lives to 

preach the gospel. Most never will, because they are in a church or a 

denomination that makes it impossible for them to become a pastor. The 



Revival 

162 
 

qualifications are too high, no one believes in them, or is willing to invest 

in them.  I only had one pastor out of all the churches I preached in that 

ever offered to invest in me or offered to help me pioneer a church. That is 

all we do. We impart a vision, “go for it…” Then we are willing to invest.   

Where do you find your strength? 
 

Omar Lopez: Meditating on God's goodness and mercy. It’s grace that 

enables me to continue. Plus; I have a call from God, my wife Letty, my 

three boys, close friends, my congregation, and fellow pastor's, 

 


